— * ” * 8 * 4 
* > i& he * — * * 
9 f * * N 
8 Y a * , | 
2, 2 * 7 -- — 
. ; * LN To WW». 
. 
* 
; van MI den MA 5 8 x C RE 


Fes ; e An 5 6 
4 5 B | we 
CPC 
3 | h | N | 3 * s 
— hedjhy Sereats . * ; 

Of haftnleſs Infants: 

Think that thou ſeeſt their ſad diſtracted Mothers 


| "Kneeling before thy Feet, and begging Pity. 

| Behold the furious and unpitying Soldier : 
Pulling his reeking Dagger from the Boſoms = 
OfGaſping Wretches. Death in every Quarter, 

5 Wich all that ſad Diſorder can produce, TS LT 
To make a SpeRacle of Horror.” Ts OE,Br 0 


| 8 av THE AUTHOR or MONMOUTH, - 
| 3 TALE, "_ 
— » | 


| 5 IN TWO; VOLUMES. 


LONDON: "m 
PRINTED FOR WILLIAM LANE, | 


AT TAE „ 5 


Minerva Preſs, 4 


- LEADENHALL-STREET. a* 
I —— F ö . * 
M DCC c. 


\ i 


* 


— 


* 


N mY r ** MS. <0 
»  o# HARYARD COLLEGE LiSRany 
1 3 7 THE GIFT OF. 


 - FRIENDS or THE LinzATy 


„ 
— 
* 


PF T H YE : 

24 > . 1 : 2: % 
DANISH | 

M A 5.4060 


AN HISTORICAL FACT,. - 5 > 


8 atem gad. 
f fication of his malevolent paſſion, _ 
the duke could not keep vithin the 
bounds of moderation his.infulting tri 
vol. II. B e £ 
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ö umph, but added tothe horrors of unex- 
peRedcaptiviry the loweſt and mo 
juſt reproaches, while the guards 6 
conducting (or rather forcing) his priſo- 
ner from St. Frideſwald, who received his 
cruel taunts with diſdainful ſilence, 

| feeling more for the princeſs, who, he 

doubted not, would ſuffer even in . 

3 thelred's eſtimation for a ſtep ſeemingly 

dleerogating from her 3 than for 

| ö | the violence done to his own honour, 

A 8 by the unhappy termination of an e- 

| vent, from which he had hoped the 

moſt pleaſing effect; for, driven.by 

an irreſtible impulſe, he had aſſumed 
the habit of a courier, in the expecta. 

- Han of ſerving Elfrida's friend, and had 

" actually procured means to convey the 
poor ſufferer, with her Oy" beyond 
14 79 8 „ the 
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ce reach of danger; but, ſtruck by 


the intelligence of Athela's departure, 
and faſcinated by the cordial reception 
of a lady whom he could not view 


with indifference, ſuffered thoſe pre- 
cious moments to elapſe in giving her 
information of that deſign which ſhould 


have been employed in its execution. 


Four tedious and mclancholy days; 


which followed Guiderius's departure, 
were diſtinguiſhed only by the tears, 
ſighs, and ine ffectual complaints of the 
diſconſolate princeſs. Uncertain of the 


helpfeſs children's fate, and Rill more 
of their wandering mother's, ſhe paſ- 


{ed her time in painful conjectures, 


and all the terrors incident to a diſtur- 


bed 1 imagination, fond to picture to it- 
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ſelf ſcenes of miſery and woe; nor 
was Guiderius's misfortune the lighteſt 


evil that tortured her ſoul, for well 


ſhe knew the duke would ſpare no 


pains to criminate a man who had da- 


red to ſurpaſs him in valiant atchieve- 


ment, and gave him up in idea to che 


moſt ignominious death. She ſighed, 
and « Ah! ſhe thought, if my royal 
father could but diſcriminate worth, 
or bravely puniſh vice, would Guide- 
rius remain in priſon, and Edrie Streou 
reign duke of Mercia? or need the 
noble Athela tread the pathleſs deſart 


- unprotected and alone? O where is 


that virtuous dame! Who knows 
but her delicate frame has fallen a 
prey to fatigue, to famine, to the mer- 


cileſs — or more mercileſs ſoldier ? 


7 Lovely 
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DANISH MASSACRE 8 
Lovely Dane, thou knoweſt not (if 
living) the extent of thy anguiſh. + 
Thou doſt not ſuſpe& the calamity 
which my feeble endeavours could not 
guard againſt. Whatever fate may 
have impelled thy devious | footſteps; 
thou yet, if capable of conſolation, 
deriveſt it from the hope of once a- 
gain meeting thy ſweet bloſſoms un- 
der fraternal protection. O that 2. ö 
thelred would but wave his juſt" te- 
venge in favor of an innocent. indivi- 
dual $ O that my tears and prayers | 
could work a miracle (for; little leſs | 
ſhould I deem it) in her behAf?” an 
then, as if awakened by a fudden idea, 
ſhe went on, “ and who can tell that 
he will deny a darling child the ſecond 
R would aſk? Oh I can he 

u B 3 withſtand 
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withſtand the affecting pleas I mould 
make uſe of? No, it cannot be !— 
Athela, I go to prove my friendſhip 
to thee. I will once more enter a 


court which licentious and ferocious 


courtiers make hateful ; and, ſhould 


my hopes be realized, will then re- 
turn to St. Frideſwald, and paſs my 


remaining days in the ſoothing con- 


templation that the bleſſing of the de- 


vered would extend even to this ſa- 


e * 


Ever rapid in the execution of any 


plot that ſupported her claim to her 
darling attribute— benevolence, and 
warmed with the charming expecta- 
tion of proving equally uſeful to Gui- 


 derius, whom (though the hardly dared * 


VANISH MASSACRE. 7 
| whiſperir to her own heart) ſhe meant 
to plead for. Elfrida quitted her a- 
partment to acquaint Algitha with her 
deciſion. The mortified abbes:, ſtun- 
ned by the duke s late violent beha⸗ 
viour, and the flight of her whonr ſhe 
meant to ſacrifice to her cruel hope of 
nine tenderneſs, found not the ſmalleſt 
mitigation of her trouble in the proſ- 
pet of long her toyal boarder ; but | 
too cunning to declare an open difap- - 
probation of her ſcheme, though by a 
number of artful ſpeeches ſhe contri- 
ved to alarm that lady's fears, in re- 
preſenting the wild commotion that 
reigned in every part of Britain, which 
8 certainly would render her journey dan- | 
n and unpleaſant, without a ſtrong, 
B 4 guards | 


8 DANISM MASSACRE. 
guard; and that, though the king 
might have conſented to her travelling 
under the duke of Mercia's auſpices, 
yet, as hat nobleman had left the 
country, there was a degree of indeli- 
dance of any one but whom her father 
had delegated for that purpoſe, hint- 
ing likewiſe at her reiterated promiſe 
to continue at St. Frideſwald. Elfrida 
attention which ever marks the man- 
ner of thoſe who mean not to avail | 
themſelves of advice liberally tendered 
Vith a view only to the intereſt of che 
adviſer. She thanked the abbeſs for 
formed the principal part of her dif 
courſe, aſſured her that ſhe ſhould be 
particularly 
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particularly careful to: avoid che dan? 


no idea of undertaking to travel with- 
out proper attendants, and ſhould cer- 


tainly wait till a courier had been dif- 


patched to the king, not for his ſuf- 
frage, ſince he had already iſſued it in 
the form of a command, but merely 
for proper — to n her to 
London. 


This deciſive anſwer, uttered with 


that dignity fo awful to little minds, 


convinced Algitha any further oppo 


fition would be perfectly ineffectual, 


and to irritate, where conciliation would 


be more adequate to her ſcheme of in- 
tereſt, was a miſguided: policy ſhe ne- 


| ve meat to adopt; therefore, with a 
| B 5 well⸗ 


— OI. — 
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*Fell-fcigned tenderneſs ſhe lamented 


the neceſſity of what ſhe preſumed 


would only be a temporary ſeparation, 


The princeſs readily calmed her fears 
upon this head, and retired to prepare 
her 1 for the courier. 


When Ethelred received the man- 


| date from his daughter, ſignifying her 


intention of viſiting his court, his joy 


was without. bounds. Feſtal prepa- 


rations of the moſt magnificent kind 
declared the pleafure her arrival would 


complete. Tournaments were or- 


dered, and every ſpecies of amuſe- 


ment which diſtinguiſhed that early 


period of the Chriſtian æra. Even the 


Ly 


work of death, which for ſome time 
e ie ee fury, was naw - 


399 


DANISH MASSACRE; 11 
fuſpended, while a ſplendid troop im- 
mediately ſet forward to eſcort ji 
with a en ani to her e 

The evening previous to her 1 
of departure ſne conſecrated to the ſer- 
vice of heaven and her own melancho- . 
ly meditation. When veſpers were 
concluded, ſhe: was aſcending to her 
apartment, but, paſſing the ruinous 


door where laſt ſhe WON „ 


look into the diſmal 20 0 that poor 

nnn M Oy. 

| 11 4 oc 1 
n Amel dark, but Elfrida de- 

eended the ſteps, and went forward 


0 the turning of the chaſm, as it might 
| almoſt. be called, when the proſpect WE 
"£92 B 6 before 


12 DANISH MASSACRE, 
before her made her ſhudder. The 
precipice was ſo abrupt, ſo gloomy, 
ſo narrow, and rendered ſtill more aw- 
ful by the roaring of ſome ſubterrane- 
—this the road through which my be- 
| fteps. Why did I ſuffer thee to make 
the dangerous trial? Why not pre- 
vent thy deſperate attempt? Alas, 
my friend, how could I omit at leaſt to 
offer up my oraiſons, in conjuriftion | 
with our holy ſiſters, for thy ſafe en- 
| franchiſement! Ah! dear ſufferer, 
doubtleſs within this dreary cavern thy 
diſhonoured corſe lies devoid of Chriſ- 
tian "rites. No decent veſtments to 
wrap thy facred limbs, no. choral vi- 
220 +453 ces 
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ers to celebrate thy obſequies, no maſ. 
ſes ſaid to liberate thy almoſt, ſpotleſß 
foul from purgatory; but theſe indiſ- 
all that can be done for thine everlaſt- 
ing repoſe ſhall now take piace. And 
Oh that the only ſervice I can now do 


inexpreſſible ſurpriſe ſound it faſt ſhut. 
Terror for a moment deprived her of 
recollection, When, aſtheg W eyes 
upward as imploring heaven's aſſiſt- 
ance, ſhe faw a caſement open, and ; 
fernale leaning forward as deſirous ot | 
OO who it was in that-unſres 
qo * | 4 


14 DANISH MA S$SACR YE. | 
quented place. Elfrida joyfully ex * 
claimed, It is Winifred! It was 
indeed Winifred, who, miſſing her miſ- | 
treſs, was anxious to be ſatisfied if the 
female ſhe beheld was the princeſs, and 
door, opened it with eager tranſport, 
and rightly judged it had fallen to, 
 impelled by an eddy wind, which, ruſh- 
ing through the vaulted ſpaces be- 
neath the hall, generally exerted its 
force, particularly in that paſſage. — 
This little incident helped not to calm 
Elfrida's Ppirits, as they were already 
depreſſed by various feelings; nor 
could ſhe leave St. Frideſwald without 
che heavieſt forebodings, which were 
heightened by a retroſpection of the 
revages committed on the harmleſs 


cottages, 
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cottagers, many of whom as ſhe paſſed 
enumerating the comforts they had 
loſt, the diſtreſſes 1 they had incurred 
from the harraſſings of a mercileſs 
ſoldiery, and the ſure proſpeck of fu- 

ture evils, as they were expoſed to the 
inclemency of an unſettled climate, from 
the ruin of their little dwellings, which 
lay in ſcattered and fmoaking heaps 
upon the waſte, the certain effects in 
with equal fury the humble roof with - 
an ails K 


4 


Aud; 


Theſe ſcenes of miſery only con- 
tributed to increaſe that ſtrong pro- 


- 


penſiry the _ 1 poſſeſſed 8 
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muſt mourn the completion of that 
ſanguine ſcheme her father had pro- 
jected; but theſe melancholy ideas 
were ſucceeded by ſentiments equally 
ender; though replete with more 
cheerfyl views, as the venerable build - 
ings of the metropolis diſcovered them- 
ſelves to her aſtoniſhed eye, which, as 
ſhe advanced, roſe with bold magnifi- 
cence. The court was then kept in 
| that part of the Tower ſuppoſed to be 
FA built by Julius Cæſar, becauſe its 
ſtrong fortifications were better calcu- 
lated to repel the Daniſh invaſions, and 
were held to be impregnable, The 
gates | Were guarded by numerous 
bags, as were all the avenues. 1. 


Lo 
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frida ſhuddered as the! paſſed: the ſtern 
warriors, whoſe! heavy krnur, maſly 
ſpears, and ferocious ; countenances; 


declared - theit aptitude 10 decde of | 


bloodſhed. Nor did ker firſt recep- 
tion help to-ftilt her trembling nerves; 
A martial figure approached to aſ- 
fiſt her to diſmount. It wasthe duke 
of Mercia, who, taking her reluctunt 
hand, led her to the preſence- chamber. 
Echeired, fiepping from - his - throne, 
haſtened to embrace his long abſent | 
daughter, and then turning aſide to Ed- 
rie, who ſtood in an nne 
condeſcending. Receive Receive me fiüd, | 
1e my child, your father's friend. The 
duke of Mercia's alliance dilgraces not 
8 ; earned 
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earned glory. It is a gift worthy of 2 
precious in his poſſeſſion, he had not 
offered this to Edrie Streou; Trem- 

ble not; my daughter, nor think that 
lovely form could be devoted to a 
throne with the moſt exalted of his 


worthleſs favourite! In what terms 
was ſhe to plead for his enemies? 
half of the man who had attempted a 
life ſo conſequential? How could 
| ſhe aſk her father's protection for thoſe. 
whoſe deſtruction was' the firſt wiſh of 


* 
rn, 6 
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| wicked villain's heart? Sick with 
this glaring diſappointment of thoſe 
benevolent hopes ſhe had ſo warmly 
cheriſhed, and diſguſted with the-ſight 
of one whom ſhe defpaired of exhi- 
biting in his true colours, ſne availed 
herſelf of a real plea (that of fatigue) 

to eſcape for the preſent a perſecution 
which ſhe readily perceived would 


embitter - thoſe hours ſhe had fondly 


dedicated to the demands of friendſhip hip 
and the eee 4 


{ 


| The king ey Penne ihe 


depart without the conceſſion heat 2 = 


expected ſhe would bluſhingly have 
given, from a recollection of that de- 
licacy which had ever diſtinguiſhed the 
timid virgin. But the artful duke, who 
knew too well the reaſon of that cold- 

| | nefs 
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+ . neſs which chaſed the colour from her 
check when Echelred fo ſolemaly gave 
her up to him, propoſed a ſcheme to 
the king that, would leave her without 
a ſhadow of pretence to a diſlike of 
him; or, if he failed in that hope, 

might at leaſt lay a foundation for a 
tyrannical exertion of a father's ptero · 
ative. Ethelred received it with the 
infatuated tranſport. of a man wholly 
under the dominion of 2 ſuperior's 

will, and Edrie retired under the im- 

preſſion of ſeeing his wicked policy 

<a eee 


2. 


Tbe ene e ee of -n 
<tr e was conſidered 
as the ſole attraction, diſguſted: rather 
than gtatißed her gentle ſpirit. She 
© 2a: in tumultuous 


Ray ; gaiety 
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gaiety and ſtately pomp, without one 
opportunity to prefer the ſuit of dif 
treſſed innocence. The duke was ever 
at her ſide, practiſing a fawning adu- 
ty nature. The diſdain which marked 
her reception of his aſliduities, was 
jealous. of the honour of his minion, 
began to imbibe ſuſpicions which his 
daughter's decided indifference eaſily 
confirmed. Suſpicions the duke had 
ſecretly infinuated. Already they be- 
gan to ſhew themſelves in a contrated 
brow, a ſurly accent, and a ſtrict exa- 
mination of every action; but, deter- 
mined to inveſtigate her real ſenti- 
ments, he ſpoke of the marriage with 
che duke as an affair which had been 
too long delayed, as they could not 
J / £ with 
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with propriety give the deciſive blow 
to the Daniſſu intereſt amidſt the ap- 
- tial rejoicings. | 


extremity of her own danger, and the 
probable deſtruction of all for whom 
ſhe had thus precipitated her fate. — 
Edrie was abſent ; her ſtep · mother 
was on a viſit to the duke of Norman- 
dy, with whom ſhe meant-to continue 
till the commotions were ſubſided. It 
was an opportunity critical and unex- 
peed. Her father in his diſcourſe 
could not help diſcovering the tender- 
neſs which had formerly informed his 
features when ſpeaking to or of this 
beloved child. Now then was the on- 
ly minute which a fortnight's reſidence 
in n London had afforded of trying the 

5 extent 
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extent of his affection. It was an ar- 
duous attempt, to refuſe the hand 
of his chief favourite, to plead the | 
enlargement of the profeſſed enemy 
of that fayourite, —to. aſk the, delive- 
rance of his little priſoners, and the 
full and free forgiveneſs of their pa- 
rents. The very intention almoſt ſuf- 
focated her with ſighs, and ſhook her 
whole frame with uncommon agitation. 
Her father noticed it. Why, my 
daughter, he cried, © does this ſub⸗ 
ject ſo forcibly affect you? It cannot 
be that you can indulge a poſſibility of 
averſion: to this propoſal, particularly 
when you know it to be my will. Is 
it that you have any wiſh to gratify 
previous to your conſent? If io, 
ſpeak; and by my royal diadem 1 
wear to refuſe nothing but your re- 

jeftion 


4 
== 
z 0 
; - 


* a 


24 DANISH MASSACAS 
jection of Edrie Streou. This con- 
ceflion conquered her timidity, and, 
without adverting to the concluſion 
of his addreſs, ſhe immediately enter- 


W the ae her one” 
>} 1477 


 Ethelred liſtened with well-difſem- 
bled patience ; and, when ſhe had fi- 
niſhed her narrative, in which ſhe had 
feelingly repreſented the ſufferings of 
. * Athela, the intrepidity of her huſband, 
the generoſity of Guiderius in daring 
the duke of Mercia's utmoſt power 
when he conceived the honor of his 
. ſovereign's child might receive a ſtain 
3 from miſrepreſentation, he caught her 
to his boſom, exclaiming, Thy re- 
© queſt is granted. Guiderius ſhall be 
ſt at liberty. The Daniſh captives 
mall be liberated. Raulin ſhall not 


— 
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DANISH MASSACRE; 25 | 
degrade himſelf when he thanks a prin- 
ceſs of Ethelred's line for his eman- 
cipation, and your poor wandering 
friend ſhall every where be ſought for.” 


e Bleſſed uſe of regal power !* 
ſobbed out the delighted maid.” . O 
my father, this indeed is exceſs of hap- 
pineſs. What is grandeur, What is 
greatneſs, when ſupported by deſpotic 
barbarity ! The beams of royalty are 
obſcured by oppreſſive exertions, but 
how bright, how glorious, do they 


ſhine when reflected from the coun» 5 


tenances of a happy family, trſtored | 
without hard conditions to each other's: 


embraces ! Teach me, O my king, 5 ; 


a language equal to my feelings. Al 
that an obliged creature can do to ex- 
Preſs her ſenſe of this goodneſs ſhall 
nn ©.CG* 3 


26 DAN 18 MASSACRE. 
be performed. Sweet Athela, how 
bright the proſpe& opens before thee ! 
Ah, that thy fragile form may not have 
given way to thy various ſorrows ! 
O that thou mayeſt be reſtored to the 
friend of thy ſoul | With what hum- 
ble devotion wilt thou acknowledge 
the hand of a lately acknowledged 
"Gor An turn of fate !— | 


"4 TY CE dotudettinas, 0 

to ſtate policy and vile intrigue, where 
art thou on earth to ſeek for juſtice, 
when a father, a fond father joins with 
the blackeſt of his ſubjects to deceive, 
co betray, — to deſtroy his virtuous | 

child? Injured Elfrida, what anguiſh | 
is ready, even in the moment of feli- 
city, to tear from thy pleaſed imagina- 
tion the veil of bliſs! How hard muſt 
be the condition which is to ratify thx 

expectations 


/ 
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expectations! What ſatisfaCtion to be 


derived from a plan ſuggeſted by a 
monſter whom no tie could ſoften,. 
whoſe will no tears or ee could 
EN * 
Ethelred ſaw the ſucceſs as he ima- 


gined of a plot the offspring of Mer- | 


cia's brain. To him was owing the 


king's pretended compliance with his ö 


daughter's wiſhes. He had already 


given ſuch a face to the diſcovery he | 


had made of the courier, and painted 
in ſuch colours the neceſſity of involv- 
ing Raulm's wife and children in one 
common ruin, as clearly to ſubvert the 
princeſs's endeavours to ſerve them, 


even previous to the diſcloſure of her 


| Petition. It was alſo through bis re- 


preſentation that Ethelred ſeemed to 


C2 . comply 


—_— 
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comply with his generous Elfrida's re- « 


queſt, well knowing from the good - 


neſs of her diſpoſition that ſne would 
find ĩt extremely difficult to refuſe her 
aſſent to one favor expected by a pa- 
rent who had granted to her ſo many. 


When the ebullition of ſelf-congra- 
tulation was in a degree ſubſided, and 
her ſpirits ſomewhat more tranquil, the 
king, aſſuming a folemn tone and 
manner, and preſſing her hand with _ 
the moſt affeQiorate ſofineſs, begged 
her attention while he mentioned the 
terms upon which he would engage to 
fulfil his promiſe. © You are ſenſi- 
ble,” he ſaid, &“ my child, of the na- 


ture and extent of thoſe deſires you, 


aſk me to fulfil, and that it-is not im- 


a0 ns but the execution of chem 
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may ſhake the pillars of your father's 
throne, as the Britons are ſo mucł and 
ſo juſtly "exaſperated againſt every in- 
dividual of the Danes. But ſhall not 
the word of a monarch be ſacred? El- 
frida intreats, and ſhall her parent re- 
fuſe? No! I have ſworn, and who _ 
ſhall ſubvert my oath? Rejoice then, 
my daughter, that I require no facri- 
fice in return; but be certain that yon- 
der golden orb, which gilds the morn- 

ing of your nuptials with the duke off 
L Mercia, will n the completion of 


7 2.4 


Is the * of her heart for the ſcarce- 
ly hoped for accompliſhment of her 
deſign, Elfrida had paſſed over the hard © 
conditions annexed to her father's con- 
defeention, but the odious principles 


. and 
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and ſubtle. cruelty of her fierce lover 
now occurred to her too ene ima- 
+ | gination in the fulleſt force, She 
| gently drew her hand from the Wee 
preſſure, her eyes filled with tears, her 
boſom with ſighs, and, meekly kneel- 
ing, ſhe cried, ( Withdraw not, dread 
fir, your confidence from the child of 
your affection. Hear, I entreat, with 
patience the inducements which utter- 
ly make againſt an union I abhor.”— 
What, Elfrida 1 when your father's 
life depends on your conſent ; for, un- 
leſs that is given, the duke means to 
withdraw thoſe powerful ſuccours, by 
the help of which I hope to be firmly 
5 fired on my throne, and without which | 
all my forces will be inſufficient to ſe- 
cure my ſafety. Struck with this re- 
3 3 ſhe interrupted him, 
REO CH « Alas, 


f 


wp > 
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« Alas, fir, yet I beg you to conſider 
my petition. Nay, hear me; —for 
Ethelred, accuſtomed to a ſervile ſub- 
miſſion to his will from all but him 
who held the reins of government and 


his maſter; aſſumed a threatening aſ- 
pe&; and,- ſtepping ſome few paces 


from her, looked back with a ſternneſs . 


which overpowered her reſolution, and 5 
charging her by the ſenſe ſhe had of 
his authority not to trifle with him, but 
to give that one inſtance of her duty 


which was to ſecure the fafety and 


tranquillity of England as well ag of thoſe | 
for whom the had pleaded; adding, 


that her palace might become a priſon 


if ſhe meant by an obſtinate adherence 


of her unnatural diſlike to militate a- 


gainſt her ſovereign's pleaſure; She 


Uh mournful look vpon che interior 
4 | receſſes - 


: 


* 
% 
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receſſes of the awful bftilding, and al- 
ready. began to ſuppoſe herſelf a vic- 
tim to ambition, and a captive to the 


parent who ſhould foſter and protect 


her. Well then,” ſhe ſoftly articu- 
lated, it muſt be fo. I fear not pri- 
ſons, I fear not puniſhment. Thou 
Omniſcience will guide me through | 
the vale of death : but, alas | muſt I 
live to be told that my wilful diſobe- 
dience has incurred a parent's hatred, 
and it may be — his ruin; and that, 
through a fear of temporal. unhappi- 
neſs, I have reigned my beloved A- 
 thela's offspring to an early grave? 
No ! I will boldly conſent to. a ſhort 
lived wretchedneſs. —— Here, fir? 
turning to the king, © ſince nothing 
ſhort of your daughter's miſery can 
fatisfy the duke of Mercia, take this 


« 
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hand, — diſpoſe of it-as. you pleaſe ; 
but remember, you may live to think 
the ſacrifice 0 gente” £9471 


The Qaviſh fubmiſſion Ethelred ob- 
ſerved to Edrie could not blind him to 
the meaning of this ſpirited addreſs. 
He had long ſtruggled with the fetters 
that imperious wretch had impoſed, 
and beheld with a ſtifled and ineffectu- 
al remorſe che arbitrary management 
under which his ſubjects groaned, whoſe 
complaints had often interrupted: his 
rural expeditions, when defirous to. 
caſt off the trammels of greatneſs, he 

had eſcaped the tumult of a court for. 
| a delightful retreat on the banks of 
the Thames, whoſe wild uncultivated 
environs had formerly held out the 
| advantages of peace and privacy, but 

1 ſince 
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ſince the inroads of the Danes, was 
deemed too dangerous for the reſi. 
dence of the Britiſh king, and ſoon 
became a negletted| ruin. | 
It Was oe ines the effect of 
love ſo much as fear that induced the 
timid Ethelred to deliver up the belo- 
ved of his heart to that power whoſe 
tyranny was ſo ſeverely felt; and, when 
he ſignified his daughter's acquieſcence 
to the haughty duke, a tear marked 
his ſenſe of che invaluable gift, but 1 it 
paſt unnoticed; and the apparent rap- 
ture with which it was accepted com- 
penſatedi in ſome meaſure for Eltrida's 
reluctance in her father's eſtimation. 
: As ſhe had now given her ſanction to 
"27 requeſt which admitted not of deli- 
> a and as ſhe 2955 it imme- 
5 . 2 
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diately neceſſary to turn her thoughts! 
from her own ſituation, the nobly de; 
termined to ſupply the loſs of internal | 
peace by adverting to the happineſs he 
had procured for thoſe friends to whom 
ſne had ſacrificed every hope of do- 
meſtic felicity, and with an aſſured 
ſpirit (though the deepeſt dejecton 
had deprived her cheek of its auima- 
ting bloom) the lovely woman de- 
manded their deliverance previous to 
en eee 

The take, to yaa ſhe imparted 
her wiſhes, heſitated for an anſwer. 
At length, taking her hand, begged 
" ſhe would poſtpone her intentions re- 
- Gas the Daniſh family, as it muſt 
neceſſarily retard thoſe nuptials which 
he "IO preſumed- ſhould firſt take : 

ad) 6 place. 


/ 
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| Place. There was a turn in his coun- 
= tenance which blackened the proſpe& 
| of Elfrida's hopes. She ſhuddered ; 
but, unwilling he ſhould fee the ſmal- 
leſt ſuſpicion of his evaſion in her man- 
ner, ſhe only replied, „ Well, then, 
my lord, Guiderius's minton at 
« leaſt claims no ſuch caution as you - 
| « ſeem to inſinuate. * Guiderius, 
| > ce madam, ſhall be free, ſince a prin- 
cc of Britain intereſts, herſelf ſo 
much in his behalf; but this unu- 
C ſual and untimely interference, inti- 
« mating a partiality for your huſband's 
6 enemy, meets not my idea of El- 


10 frida's Mirdene or the . at her 
ce « Ration,” + 


— 


| | The add aſpect Ne fiery look 
which pm theſe words ex- 
plained | 


— — 


% 
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plained to that lady a horrible meaning; 


and, unconſcious 6f any defalcation-in | 


the purity of her principles, ſne an- 
ſwered with an unlignant bluſh, Tou 
te miſtake Elfrida's motives, my lord, 

<« when you attribute partiality to her 
« for that noble warrior and, how- 
4 ever you may look upon this confeſ- 
« ſion, I am proud to fay that Edrie's 
cc enemy cannot be mine, while I con- 
« ſider his gallant defence, though the 
* honour of the duke of Mercia 
e might ſuffer on that occaſion; give 
« me leave to aſſert, it ſuffered much 
more when he meanly broke into 
_ « the apartment of a woman whom he 
« intended to make his wife. Miſtruſt 
« in that ation was an inſult. — But 
* fear me not, my lord. Your ho- 
“ four * can feel no dimi- 
_ © nution. 
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ie nution: When I conſented to be- 


c come your ducheſs, 1 reſolvẽd to 
e fulfil the ſevereſt duties of my ſta- 


* tion, and depend upon it the · regard 


e hold: to myſelf, my parent, my 


character, and my God, will preſerve 


ams ffom the finalleft violation I 


ee your lawful commands; but, while 


ce ther extorted, it becomes you both 
« to conſider and put in force the terms 
upon which I conſented (a tear fell 

c upon her burning cheek) to give 
« up the ſweet hope of paſſing my days 
in the quiet retreat of St.-Fridefwald ; 
therefore a prompt compliance with 
my deſire will enforce the comple- 


« tion of your's. Remember, I cau- 


« tion you that a conditional agreement 
« ean only be ratified by the" perſon 
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; « ance of thoſe conditions en 
« it was made.” 


* This uciexpeſted exertion and diſ 
covery of Elfrida's feelings aſtoniſhed 
the duke even to the deprivation of a 
ready reply. He turned from her, 
walked in viſible agitation backwards 
and forwards, was about to vow the 
deſtruction of every one for whom ſhe 
had pleaded, chen, ſuddenly availing 
himſelf of his uſual policy, he checked 
the natural turbulence of his diſpoſi- 
tion, and attempted by a fawning con- 
deſcenſion to atone for the rudeneſs of 
his addreſs. His conceſſion was re- 
ceived with a ſigh, and another tear 
induced by this fad diſplay of her in- 
tended lord's ill- timed paſſions, who 
retired exceedingly diſſatisfied to find 
5 Elfrida's 
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Elfrida's conſent to become his wife 

was merely to compaſs her wiſhes re- | 

ſpecting his bittereſt foes, not know- 

ing at that moment that her father, 

- through his infinuation, had n 

a turn to his requeſt as made her o- 

_ © .. bedience mei e to a i ac 
rent's ety. f 


Day after day elapſed without bring- 
ing any comfort to the deſponding la- 
_ -dy's boſom. She beheld with the cold- 
eſt inattention the feſtive preparations 
for her marriage, but ſhe ſaw not Gui- - 
derius among the crowd of courtiers - 
who came to felicitate her upon the 
approaching event. She heard not of 
the gallant Raulin. No orders were 
ſent to Mercia reſpecting his little ones, 
and the ſearch made for Athela ſeemed | 
286 
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25 though meant for the puniſhment 
of a hapleſs deſerter rather than an un- 
dffending noble matron. Succeſsleſs 
therefore in her application to the 
ferocious Edrie, ſhe once more endea- 
voured to rouze the affection of E- 
thelred in her behalf in a private in- 
terview. It was midnight. The king 
was retired to his chamber, attended 
by the duke, who, after the uſual ce-  - 
remonies, departed in the proud hope 

of calling Elfrida his upon the enſuing 
morn, in conſequence of her father's 
engagement mide paſſions to _ 5 s 
8 nee een en 
dience ſhe wiſhed, Winifred informed 
her ſhe was expected to attend the 
king in his apartment, and that a page 
waited to conduct her through the ſe- 
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veral paſſages that led to the royal re- 
ſidence. Rejoiced, though trembling 
for the event, Elfrida readily obeyed, 
and, ſending the ſervant to announce 


her obedience to the King's command, 


the followed, accompanied by Wini- 


With an eee ſmile, Ethet- 
red received his daughter, and imme 
diately entered upon the ſubject which 

had induced him to ſolicit her preſence. 
u Yoy cannot,” ſaid he, © my child, 


15 heſitate to complete the happineſs you 


have promiſed. The duke awaits your 
concurrence with his wiſhes, and 1 
think they will not meet with the more 
oppolition for being your father” s alſo. 
Come, deareſt Elfrida, conſent cheer- 
fully to meet my friend at the altar to- 
morrow, and do. not - forget that your 
ratification 


— 
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ratification of my engagement will en- 
ſure a en fhoty.” | | 


The diſtreſſed wiſts turning her 
humid eyes upon the author of her 
being, while her own feelings were 
almoſt too corroding to be endured, 

ſaw in his countenance tenderneſs 
| ſtruggling with obſtinacy. It was a 
moment replete with exceflive an- 
guiſh. All the conſequences of an u- 
nion ſo © diſproportionate officjouſly 
She ſw, in Edrie's evaſive behaviour 2 
tacit denial of the requeſts; ſhe had 
made. In her father's unnatural in- 
flexibility ſhe ſaw the operation of the 

duke's artful policy. That parent, 
who erſt had prevented every with be- | 
fore it could be formed into words, 

1 now 
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do ſteadily oppoſed the exertions ſhe 


was true the had conſented; but ſhe had 
yet gained no advantage from the conceſ- 
ſion. Guiderius — alas! the very name 


- - furniſhed her ſoul with freſh cauſe of 


complaint againſt the Mercian duke. 


while ſhe preſerved an affecting ſilence. 
Would even her father's throne be ſe- 
cure while his heir (as her huſband 


_ then be) poſſeſſed notions cru- 


el, arbitrary, even ſanguine. It is 
incumbent on me then {ſhe ſuddenly 


cried, raiſing her hands to heaven,). 


it remains with me to be the preſerver 


of my king's honor, and it may be— 
his life.” «© What means/Elfrida?” 
exclaimed the timid monarch ; © what 


— dr eadful 


made to defend her domeſtic peace. It 


Guiderius muſt ſuffer, or could Edrie 
de happy? Another dreadful fear aroſe 


: 2 
— 
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dreadful ſecret agitates your boſom ?” 
Throwing herſelf before him with a 
look compoſed. of filial love, terror, 
pity, and deſpair, - © Since then,” ſhe 
went on, my parent is enleagued 
with a tyrant” ——* Stop, Elftida, 
a tyrant” —< Ay, fir, a remorſcleſs, 
deceitful, dangerous, tyrant: — the 

duke of Mercia I mean, — the man 
whom I have conditionally engaged 
to marry. He is the tyrant I ſpeak 
of: he, whoſe black revengeful ſoul 
ſticks not at the commiſſion of every 
vice; who adds the forfeiture of his 
word to the catalogue of his El pe 
the forfeiture of his word. denies the 
liberation of thoſe poor captives, to free 
whom he ſuppoſes I engaged to offer 
myſelf a victim. © You go too far,” 
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pointed reference in the repetitian of 
che duke's duplicity z- you accuſe 
me obliquely of the fault which-is not 
yet committed. How know you we 
ſnall not perform our promiſes?ꝰ — 
Encouraged by this gentle reception 
of her ſpirited remonſtrances, ſhe ad- 
ded, « Surely: if the king of Britain 


knew but the principles to which he 


ſubmits,—ah, knew he but the” man 
before whom a nation trembles, would 


he give up to him the fad relique of 


his revered queen? Would he not 
call to mind the ſacred fond: affection 
his poor Elfrida once enjoyed? Would 
he not reflect. upon the ſweet and ten- 


to her reſidence at St. Fridefwald? 
O ſu, let me, with the humbleſt duty; 


I ber me ſpeak the ſenſe of an injured 
8 nation. 


4 
E 
. 
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nation- Suffer me to point out the 
precipice on which you ſtand, and let 
me adjure you to take the reins of go- 
vernment into your own hands. It ia 
equally dangerous to hold them too 
ſlack as to draw them with a hand too 
ſeyere. Accuſtumed to the ſolitary 
ſanctity of a monaſtery, it is not to be 

fuppoſed I can paint the errors of a 
| weak head, though this I know, they 
may be quite as dangerous * 
a weak heart. 


« Sweet pleader,” anſwered ihe re- 
lenting king, © I feel the force of your | 
remonſtrances, but my promiſe” is 
given, — thine alſo. How then cam we 
conſiſtent with royal dignity withdraw 
a grant ſo ſolemnly- concluded ? Be. 
ſides, your. reſerument againſt the duke ; 
originates 4 
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originates in his ſeverity to your fa- 
vourites. —< Ah, no, my lord! 
Many have been his vices, and I muſt 
repeat, that Edrie Streou is an unprin- 
cipled tyrant.” -—< On my knees, 
my lord, I aſk for judgment on my 
accuſers. Aye, though a princeſs of 
|  meanly ſeeks the midnight hour to 
| prefer her ſuit againſt the duke of Mer- 
cia.“ What advantages lawleſs guilt 

holds over trembling innocence, and 
| how-bald did the wicked Streou ruſh. 
upon the privacy of a monarch, who, 
though he but the minute before had 
indulged a pure and laudable tender- 
neſs, could now ſhrink from the af- 
"_ aide As n hg to 
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a lovely and beloved child; but EM . 
frida, clinging to her reluctant parent, 
and turning an eager almoſt-deſpairing' 
look at the preſumptuous intruder, ſhe' 
exclaimed, „Ah l give me not up, 
my father; give not up your defence- 
leſs daughter, who throws herſelf 2 * 
paternal regard for protection. 
cannot deſert the cauſe of | She 


helpneſſneſs. See vengeance ae | 
in thoſe eyes. Surely you cannot in- 
tend coldly to view its dreadful ef. 
fects upon a ſuffering creature?” Ed- 
rie advanced. Keep off, my lord,“ 


the cried, c nor dare to drag me from 


a ſanctuaty ſo powerful. : Tear me not 4; 
from the boſom of my parent.” —— | 


It. is well, madam ; you teach me 
| how to obſerve a conditional promiſe, 


| Ravlin, Gunilda, Guiderius, the Da" | 
o om. 
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nifh brats, ſhall pay for this indignant 
treatment.” She ſtarted from Ethel- 
red's arms, fury lightening in her eyes. 
and ſhaking: her whole frame, while 
fear for the ſafety of thoſe ſhe loved 
was then but a ſecondary motive for 
terror, and in a voice ofdignity, go, 
ſhe ſaid, ec gratify the malevolence of 8 
your ſoul, offer up the ſpotleſs victims 

of your diabolical wickedneſs, add to 
the catalogue of your crimes by a ſa- 


crifice ſo noble; but remember, that 


nothing but the practice of our holy 
faith can ſecure you from my utmoſt 
deteſtation. Compared to yours, the. 
Daniſh exceſſes are but trifling. Your 
trade is blood, — the blood of the guilt- = 
leſs. My curſes are unneceſſary to 

ſink deeper your polluted foul. In- 
numerable murders, groſs impoſitions, 


. ſhocking 


k 4 


* 
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* he Os 


DANtsSH „ss Ae | 91 | 


ſhocking violations of your word, are : 

all united to cruſh you beneath their Ed: 
tremendous weight ; ; and think you 

Elfrida will join lier fate to one ſo dire- 

ful? No, fir, my father i is my friend: | 

he will not contribute to the detrüt- . 
tion of his offspring. Come, gra- 
cions ſite,” addreſſing the Ling, «af. 
ſert your prerogative ; let 4 haughty 
ſubje& know he is but a ſubject. Let 
him feel the conſequence of thus break- 
ing into your retirement, and meanly 

attempting to "violate the ſacred \privi- 

leges of his monarch b y 7 inciſion 


ſo bold! 15 VIII $1 Th 
ren tene ons mnt Mel 
83 4 „ 
"Alas, 155 Ta, a 'comrdly lence. 
followed ſpirited. requeſt. Adeep, 
hots An 2 5 ted eye, an enk. 
wen s datt of Mercis's reſe entttent 
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was predominant, marked his recep-. 
tion. of her addreſs. She faw his ti- 
midity, ſhe felt for his want of reſolu- 
. tion, and ſubſiding paſſion opened her 
eyes to the evils ſhe had probably to 
| encounter ; - but, though ſhe had juſtly 
eſtimated. Edrie 8. vices, ſhe had not 
yet experienced the full exertion of his 
deteſted politics; ; and, while ſhe. ex- 
pected the- moſt fatal effects to follow. 
her noble behaviour, ſhe was aſtoniſhed 
ſubmiſſion t to her charges, — ; * the 
: more, „ he mildly entreated the. 
wool give him leave to exoncrate 
himſelf from the n enn N 


Ii 


Echelred, happy. 5 9 1 1 1 ven a. 
| poſſibility o of conciliation, caught his 
daughter's $ hand, . My, e faid __ 


ce your : 


— 
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te your father entreats,—nay, and would 0 
entreat upon his knees your ſufftage, | 


which only yeſterday was ſo freely c con- 


firmed. Remember, this is not a time 


to encourage diſſentions among our 
ſelves. We have yet a powerful ene- 


my to contend with. | Fear not for 


your friends, they ſhall be ſafe. Your 
hand give to this noble duke ſhall be 
the pledge of their deliverance. Inpe- 
rilous ſeaſons like theſe, ceremony may 


be waved without an infringement of 


delicacy+ or politeneſs. Lou feel too 
poignantly the fancied indignity of the 


duke's abrupt entrance; but, when any 
particular event is in agitation, we 


think not of "I ; reſent not then, I 


beſeech you, an affair ſo inſignificant. 
Your betrothed lover expects a ready S 


ne, Refuſe no longer to gra- 
* 9 3 tify 


. 


- 


— 


U 
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it may be that of thouſands.” 


*. 


— 
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tify a fond parent. I can allow for the 
bitter reproof « of ſuddenly excited paſ- 
bon, but ſullen diſdain calls for repre- 
henſion. Go then, my love, go to your 
repoſe, and AF; the morning bring re- 
turning peace. © Yes, madam,” ad: 
ded the deep deſigning Mercia,“ upon 
that compliance, even yet, . notwith- 
ſtanding your. anger,—upon that com- 
Pliance reſts the ſecurity of your friends. 

Thanks to . noble Etched, Nan is 


then I commit my wie Sip and 


— 


x With this myſterious concluſion, he 
quitted the room, nor would Elfrida 
attempt again to rouze her father's feel- 
ings, pitying while ſhe deplored the 
. of a timid wavering prince, 
| ener 
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fettered as it were by the man who outs. 


wardly bowed dhe knee while trium- 


phant deſpotiſm marked bis general 
conduct, and ſighed to behold even 


reaſon conquered by indolence. 4 


« Thus,” ſhe thought, © will Britain's | 


glory, which in royal Arthur's reign 


aroſe to the higheſt pitch, be totally | 


loſt in ſuch a weak adminiſtration, it 


is true the advantages of peaceful ſoli- 
tude are my choice; yet, how ate they 


no to be ſecured, governed as this 


nation is by the ſhadow of true dignity 
and the real exertions of a gloomy &: 
rant.” 


* 


| While the princeſs indulged fortbo- 


ding refledtings on her unpleaſan at ſitu- 


ar and the fad fate of the unhappy 
es, Edrie was endeavouring to res 
D 4 - 
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alize them in all thcir horrors ; but; 


previous to the cruel Moke he aimed - 


ather heart's deareſt affections, he- re- 
| folved upon one more effort to reduce . 
her noble ſoulgo his imperious will, and ; 
the ſucceeding morning brought with it 
trials more ſevere than any ſhe had yet 
experienced, though at that time unin- 
tended by the duke, who had planned 
another ſcheme, which he thought muſt 
conquer every oppoſition, not then 
knowing the reaſon her father had 
given, which he himſelf had invented 
| for her ROPER: $56 


A 33 tournament, which, in con- 
equence of the wiſhed for nuptials, 
had been previouſiy ordered, gave oc- 

caſion to thoſe gallant heroes who had 
fignalized thernſelves againſt the Danes 
© | ta 
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to repair to court in honor to a princtſa 
univerſally beloved; and, though her 
determined reſentment againſt the duke ; 
had protracted the event he ardently | 
Wag” eee, as both the 
king and his minion. falſly imagined - 
the glare of feſtal pomp and the ado-. 
ration her virtues commanded might 
have a powerful effect on her tender 

A large ſpace therefore, which front- 
ed the Tower, was cleared for the 
important purpoſe, and defended from 
every attack by a choſen band that 
furrounded the ſpot, in front of which 
vinicticok ee thei 
manner, an.extenlive gallery, ſuperbly 

nnn for the * family 
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their attendants. Wich a melancholy 
_ compoſure, Elfrida, in compliance 
with her father's. earneſt requeſt, ac- 
companied him to the ſplendid ſeene, 
| where her reluctant eye encountered 
the duke adorned with her favourite 
colour, and mounted upon a noble 
charger that ſeemed impatient” of the X 
reftyaint his haughty rider | impoſed: 
The heavy gloom! which clouded ker 
Pale countenance ſoon communicated. 
its effect to Ethelred, who could be 


no ſtranger to his daughter's averſion 
to her proud champion, and ſighed to 
find: her happineſs thus: ſacrificed: to 
his own imbecility, though che alli- 
17 71 he ern for was: xr; n 
without ihe pl 2 To- 
D the cloſe of the. firſt day's ene 
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tertainttient, in which Edrie had ſhons 
without a foil, a ranger made appli- 
cation to be admitted within the liſts: 

His armour was plain, unornarentet 

by any thing but a blue ſcarf, which 

was tied a his left ſhoulder, and 

paſſed under right arm. He was 

alone. The wardens refuſed a requeſt 

made in a ſtile that beſpoke a dignity 

which his appearance denied. Streou, _— 

elated by his ſacceſs, perceived te 

knight turn about with à Now'and ſul- 

len pace, as though loch to fubmit to 

the diſgrace of a refuſal, and, "riding 

up to him, was about to enquire his 

name, but the ſcarfß whoſe colour ex- 
aQtly mitched ' that of the plumes he 
wore, converted a civil curioſity into 
fiery diſdain, while in a re accent 

he detnanded his buſineſs, To cor- y 
os HERE D rect 
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rect the temerity of an voprinelpled 
tyrant,” anſwered the ſtranger, and 
to prove my attachment to the nobleſt 
of her ſex. Then, throwing his glove 
over the rail, which kept off the 
There,“ he cried, < - prove your 
title to one virtue, though that at beſt 
is but, equivocal.” | | 


- Speechleſs with rage, and burning 
for. revenge upon the ſpirited un- 
known, though not equally deſirous 
of hazarding his perſon againſt. one 
who ſeemed. animated even to deſpa- 
- ration. The duke, turning to his ſer- 
| wants, pointed to the knight. The 
gallant challenger avoided his fate by 
forcing his horſe over the rail, where 
W guards dare not follow, 
« Now- 
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$A0K; 
« Now then,” id his. nie? 6 
nor delegate. my conqueſt 3 


nary wretches who would as ſoon turn 


their points o 
n the d 
4 n 


— e 
unprecedented, and dreading 
2 
rouſe the moſt indolent 

haſtily ordered the ſtranger 2 
ehe, at — * 
Boner ee, 
dete e ec 
* diſcovered the ſea- 
auf t Raulin, whom Edrie 
imagined was under the ſtricteſt 
kneeling wich, RO whe 
Eee an air of grandeur, te here 
aids id a wretch deprived of mas 
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ny invaluable bleflings,—a lovely wife; 
 —a blooming offepring,—liberty,. that 
durling of a free- born ſoul, —all. ſa 
crifioed to a baſe inglorious ſpirit j— 
yes,” looking fiercely towards-the duke, | 
es by him, barbarous, deceitful, and 

villainous.—by him have theſe various 

arrows been directed to the heart of an 
| unhappy being Suffer me then, O 

king, to repeat the challenge already 
given; and, though amenable to Bri- 
tilh vengeance, ſuffer me firſt to take a 
decree, fetters, impriſonment, even 
death itſelf. 1 ſhall meet with indiffe- 


. on 
2 ” 
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bittereſt enemies, wlio ſoughr'in- the 
midſt of danger the gratification. of a 
laudable hatred, and who was: morally 
certain chat condign puniſhment muſt 
follow the completion ef his ſanguine 
intent, differently affected thoſe to | 
whom ig was directed, as well as ſuch. 
who ſilentiy attended the concluſion of 
am event ſo ſtrange. Ethelred, whoſe 
judgment and feelings were held in the 
moſt flaviſh. ſubjection by blameable 
paſſions and wrong principles, faw: no- 
thing in the generabs conduct but a 
temerity char called for immediate 
ſhe trembled for the huſband of hes 
beloved At hela. 
4 104 en 220 2d eon aw 1 20 
» Edrie, impatient” of the attention 
"871 +; gh 3 With 
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ceived it, of a Daniſh priſoner, whoſe 
lect of thoſe appointed to attend him, 


againſt thoſe by whom he was libera- 
menacing aſpe&, upon which predo- 
minated a mixture of envy for ſuch un- 
common courage, and a malignant 
deciſion, he commanded the guards to 
eine him. Coward,” faid Raulin, 
mean deſpicable governor of a na- 
tion who groans under thy tyranni- 
cal ſway, add not this poor conqueſt 
to thy infamous exploits. I would 
_ dic; I wiſh not life, but let me loſe it 
nobly. 1 vas not born to ſuck a vile 
„ Stand off, yillainous a- 


_ gents. 
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| gents of a'daſtardly lord.” O pro- 
tect the poor victim, my father l ex- 
claimed the terrified Elfrida. «Ts it 1 
Am thou vile duke, thou attempteſt 


to ſecure my affection? See, great 


ſire, he will be facrificed to a baſe, a 
monſtrous villain,” * 


In vain the bs pleader ſtrove to 
call forth one ſpark of pity in her fa- 
ther's boſom, or an inclination to check 
that ſavage ferocity which delighted in 
blood. In vain the martial Dane 
ſtruggled againſt a fate ready to over- 
whelm him. In vain did Edrie ftrive 
to cover with the maſk of neceſlity an = 
act which only ſtrengthened in the 
hearts of all preſent an unconquerable. 
averſion, when, raiſing his voice, he 
cried,” © Shall the leader of a turbu- 
© 3 7 len 
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lent enemy be thus permitted to ef. 
cape? Have we not ſolemnly fworn 
to extirpate in England the very name 
of theſe foes to our hation? Die then, 
adventurous wretch, who has ſo mad- 
ly ruſhed upon thy fate, and may thy 
lot be that of all who raſhly ſeek to 
„ 5 | 8805 themſelves to N — 1 


-Hoplef Rankin! # bloating be; 
| form, thy. quivering lip, cloſing eyes, 
and tremulons limbs, gave the moſt 
exquiſite delight to thy triumphant 
murderer, who contemplated the reck- 
ing blade which he drew from the dy- 
ing general with a ſatisfaction charac- 
teriſtic only of ſuch a ſoul as he poſ- 
ſeſſed. The force of a blow, given 
at a moment when the poor defence- 


who 


* 
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who held him in the: tolls, and could 
not ward off its fury, was deemed de- 
Ciſively fatal, depriving him of ſpeech 
and ſenſe in the inſtant of its opera- 
tion. Elfrida, with an expreſſion” of 
horror in her marmer, and careleſs of 
any imputation trat might ariſe from 
her declared attachment to the Danes, 
darted from ber ſcat, and mixing with 
the guards, who kad gathered. about 
the ſinking victim, bent over him in 
bh anguiſh, none daring to: prevent 
-; then, lifting. up her face to the 
Pros (who: ſtood on the other | fide of 
body, exulting in the atrocious ; deed. 
« Well, fir,” ſhe ſaid, this is doubtles 
a prelude to the maſſacre of a noble 
family, long deſtined to ſueh deſtrue- 
tion, and an awful proof hom juſtly 
you keep your word with me; but 
| | mark 


0 


— 


68 DANISH MASSACRE 
mark me, Mercia,” and ſhe lifted her 


; claſped hands to heaven, for this 


baſe, cowardly, and moſt infernal deed, 


never, — no, never ſhall Elfrida meet 
thee at the facred altar! God of the 
_ Britons, thou to whom my ſoul pays a 


willing obedience, who ſeeſt, — with 


| patience ſeeſt, the career of ſucceſſ- 


le on thee {call dci 


it, and before thy preſence ſwear never 


to pollute my ſoul by an union with 
| this enemy to virtue. She then with 
an air of unutterable diſdain paſſed the 


duke, who withheld either by policy 
or ſurpriſe at the indignant virgin's 
addreſs, offered neither to palliate or 


defend the ſhocking tranſaction, but, 


after giving orders for the diſpoſal. of 


- the count, quitted the ſpot on which 
bf 009 | : he 
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he had acquired an additional portion of 
hatred from thoſe who, while they glo- 
ried in the deſtruction of a national ſoe, 
deteſted the means through which it 
nnd 4 444-5 


The 1 who in Babes abs 
behaviour beheld his own inſignifican- 
cy, trembled for the ſafety of a throne) 
he had not reſolution to ſecure; and, 
though thoroughly irritated at the af- 
front given to royalty, by Puniſhing 
with death a hero who frorn his intre-. 
pidity rather merited reward, tamely 
ſubmitted to praiſe what ought to have 
incurred his higheſt cenſure, and con- 
firmed in che face of his people be e. 
by this ſhameful puſillanimity; he cout 


* 9 7 ; 
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not ſummons fortitude to encounter 
che juſtly excited reproaches which! 
from his daughter's ſteady adherence: 
corruption of his ow heart and baſe-· 
neſs of principle leading him to judge 
of her feelings by his own; but how 
falſly did he eſtimate ſuperior worth! 
| Gentle, delicate, and ſwayed only by: 
5 the: ſofteſt and moſt laudable paſſions, 
as render women unlovely, nor ever, 
but in the cauſe which had repeatedly 
rage or hatred deformed her placid 
increaſed by refſe&ion ; but for a fihef, 
ſhe-could feel nothing but pit) for his) 
errors, and grief for cheir conſequences.” 
Her prbſpects were Hoy totally Oe 
20 | 5 ſcured 5 
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ſcured, the enthuſtaſm- of benevolence 
| was in ſome degree conquered by that” 
neceſſary portion of ſelf- love which a 
ſenſe of extreme danger awakens $in e 
moſt diſtintereſted breaſt. She ſaw in 
the late diabolical aſſaffination a mo- 
tive for the eruelleſt alarms, given up 
by parental authority to the power f 
a monſter who was to hold forth af- 
ſiſtance mighty enough” to diſpel her 
fears or extricate her from it. To eſ- 
cape was impoſſible. © Fo attempt by 
feminine or filial motives a foul warped 
by tyrannical ſufpicions or cowardly 
prejudices was equally fruitleſs, and to 
- own the duke of Mercia s fuperiority | 
by any application to him was an wor 
her boſom een n 
ot 251 1 "194 


| ſmooth as a poliſhed mirror, except 
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Thus reſtleſs from the perturbations 
of a wearied ſpirit, and diſinclined to 
ſeek the repoſe a quiet mind ſo grate- 
fully enjoys in common wih the fa- 
tigued body, ſhe went ypon the battle- 
ments of the Tower, which were then 


enlightened by a clear full moon, and,” 


notwithſtanding the ſituation of her 
heart, contemplated the lovely ſcene 


before her, — the gentle Thames, 


Where the oars of ſeveral veſſels, em- 
| Hloyed, to watch the coaſt, broke into 
various refractions the lucid beams, 
whoſe brightneſs extending far over 
che ſouthern aſpect gave an imperſect 
view of the diſtant country, preſenting 
the moſt beautiful appearance, in ſome 
parts obſcured by dark maſſes, in others 
fully expoſed to the radiant light. The 

litle - 
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- attle fails to the eaſtward of the river 
now ſhone with inconceivable white- 
neſs, - now were loft to the ſight" as 
they ſhifted to the breeze, The mag- 
nificent proſpect was new to Elfrida. 
She gazed in momentary forgetfulneſs 
of her ſorrow; but, caſting her eye to 
the platform beneath, where a band of 
ſoldiers were ſtationed in complete ar- 
mour, a ſudden ſenſe of the calamities 
of war reſtored thoſe pungent appre- 4 
henſions her own immediate danger 
created. * Holy Mary,” ſhe cried, * _ 
< to what, to whom can I turn for 
protection? Rejected by a parent, — | 
deſtined by him to the arms of a lavage 
duke, lured from a peaceful aſylum =. 
in the hope of ſuccouring the miſera - 
ble, how fatally am I deceived - des 
ceived, alas! by the weak erroneous 
Vol. 11. E _ concluſions 
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as 


concluſions of a too ſuſceptible imagi- 
nation. How' readily did I leave a 
riotous court in the vain expectation of : 


paſſing the fair and fleeting hours of a 


calm exiſtence, a ſtranger. to thoſe 
t:mpeſts that now threaten to deſtroy 
t us feeble bark! Ah! the inexpreſ- 
fible difference between my father's 


choice and the tender noble Guiderius ! 
_ Gracious virgin, what ideas do theſe 


reflections create! Mercia, wild, 


| fierce, untameable, — Guiderius, gen- 


tle, kind, participating; — but where- 
fore think of one, WhO Shame, doſt 
Gou not tinge my cheek with an in- 


dignant bluſh ? Dare a creature like 
me complain when Heaven offers con- 
ſolation? —But what is this py turning 
her eye to the door by which ſhe had 


entered; — © a viſitor in the dead of 
* | « night? 


5 
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micht ?— Who knows, perhaps my fa- 
cher has relented ; perhaps 
The diſturbance, occaſioned by Wini- 
fred's entrance with a warrior cloſely 
muffled, communicated itſelf to her a- | 
gitated countenance. She receded ſe- 
veral ſteps from the ſeat on which ſhe 
had thrown - herſelf, and in a terrified 
accent demanded the ftranger's buſi- 
neſs. © To ſupplicate your pardon, 
madam ;— to confeſs the deep ſenſe I 
have of paſt enormities, and to releaſe 
the princeſs of Britain from a promiſe; 
which, notwithſtanding her late. awful 


rejection, might at ſome future periode 


interfere with the duties of a monaſtic 
life. I can well account for the ſcorn, 
the diſdain, the fear, that palpitates 
Jour boſom ; bur, if the trueſt contri- 
tion, the moſt candid acknowledge - 
E - _ ws 
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ment of crimes which will impreſs my 


mind with everlaſting compunction, 


may be credited, you have nothing 
further to dread from Edrie Streou. 


Say then, lady, if my future ſervices 


may be accepted, how I can beſt teſli- 


fy my ſincerity? Do you wiſh to re- 
turn to St. Frideſwald ? Do you in- 
cline to viſit the children of your un- 
happy friend: ? The retreat ſhe has 


choſen is no longer a ſecret. You can 


now meet her in ſafety. I admire 


your conſtancy in not diſcloſing the 


place of her reſidence; but, as the 
motive for ĩt exiſts no longer, you may 
freely own by what methods her eſcape 


was completed. Speak then, ma- 


= dam; your filence is unpropitious, but 
I deſerve your confidence. Do not 
check the motions gf a ſoul returning 


to 


Fs 
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to virtue. I aſk not your favour, 1 
expect not your good opinion, till time 
ſhall ſtrengthen my claim to it“ 


Well might Elfrida liſten in mute 
perplexity to an addreſs calculated to : 
remove in part the ſhocking impreſ- 
ſions his conduct had left upon her 
mind. Unconſcious herſelf of decep- 
tion, and too ready to incline a willing 
ear to a confeſſion for which ſhe could 
not aſcertain any neceſſity, as well as 
eager to revive the faint hope. his cru- 
| elty had nearly extinguiſhed, how 
could ſhe do otherwiſe than encourage 
a ſucceſſion of doubts, fears, and wiſh- 
es? To return to the convent, to 
be reſtored to her friend, if living. 
to regain her father's affection and eſ- 
teem, ſhe well knew was in Mercia's 


© Se power 
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power to compaſs, and this his incli- 
nation viſibly prompted, at leaſt ſo 
far as ſhe was able to judge. True, 
his intruſion at that hour accorded not 
with the reſpect he owed a princeſs, 


but would not his ſudden deſire to 


render her an eſſential reparation for 
the evils he had committed excuſe 
the impropriety? What then remain- 
ed, but to cloſe with his propoſal to 
return to St. Fridefwald, — to aſſure 
him of her i ignorance. of Athela's re- 
treat, and to thank him for a reſigna- 
tion which afforded her the utmoſt de- 
| W 


The artful Streou faw and enjoyed 
- the favourable conflict his earneſt pe- 
tition had raiſed. He beheld (with a 

_ rapture A to be concealed) thoſe 

Zo | | features, 


— 


— 


features, which had generally at his ap- 


fear and haughty diſdain, now ſoften- 
ing into placid ſerenity, and that ſweet- 
neſs ſo natural to her. It was a tri- | 
umph almoſt too powerful even for 
the cool politics of a ſtateſman ; and, 


fully began, he retired in the fulleſt 
expectation of having his moſt ſan- 
* intentions * 


The morning, which Elfrida had 
expected, previous to Edrie's unlooked 
for conceſſions, would be fraught with 
new and ſtill more trying afflictions, 
now broke upon her while indulging 
the tender idea of ſeeing the ſeveral 
objects of her benevolence rendered 
happy by che cauſe which not many 
Ss: hours 
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unable to continue the farce ſo ſucceſſ- = 
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power to compaſs, and this his incli- | 
nation viſibly prompted, at leaſt ſo 
far as ſhe was able to judge. True, 
his intruſion at that hour accorded not 
with the reſpect he owed a princeſs, 


but would not his ſudden deſire to 


| render her an eſſential reparation for 
the evils he had committed excuſe 
the impropriety? What then remain- 
ed, but to cloſe with his propoſal to 
| return to St. Frideſwald, — to aſſure 
him of her ignorance of Athela's re- - 
pdt tags thn te 
tion which afforded her mw mot de- 
| 1 


The artful Streou faw and enjoyed 
the favourable conflict his earneſt pe- 
_ - tition had raiſed. He beheld (with a 
l rapture e to be concealed) thoſe 
Toa | features, 
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features, which had generally at his ap- 


pearance taken the caſt of repelling 


fear and haughty diſdain, now ſoften- 
ing into placid ſerenity, and that ſweet- 
neſs ſo. natural to her. It was a tri- 
umph almoſt too powerful even for 
the cool politics of a ſtateſman ; and, 


unable to continue the farce ſo ſucceſſ- 75 


fully began, he retired in the fulleſt 
expectation of having his moſt ſan- 
guine intentions completed. 


| The moming, which Elfrida had 
expected, previous to Edrie's uniSoked 
for conceſſions, would be fraught with 
new and ſtill more trying afflictions, 
now broke upon her while indulging. 
the tender idea of ſeeing the ſeveral 
objects of her benevolence rendered 
happy by the cauſe which not many 

E 4 hours 
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hours before ſhe had execrated for e- 
very vice that could diſgrace humani- 
ty. Even the actual crime of mur- 
. der when (unawed by the preſence of 
maꝛjeſty and the woman he profeſſed | 
to love) he ſtabbed the noble Dane, 
could not repreſs thoſe hopes his ſpe- Ne 
cious repentance encouraged : that ge- 
nerous ſimplicity, which is ever the 
concomitant of unſuſpicious virtue 
ſpread a veil over thoſe errors pru- 
; dence would have condemned. It was. 
a deluſion too charming to be rejected, 
aud, when a meſſage from Ethelred, 
requeſting her immediate attendance 
interrupted her pleaſing cogitations, 
the went to the royal apartment in the 
certain preſumption of meeting his 
grant to thoſe requeſts ſhe meant to 
make. The duke was not preſent. 
4 8 | 5 An 
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An air of myſtery hung upon the mo- 
narch's countenance, and extended to 
his addreſs, which yet ſeemed to carry 
parental tenderneſs im its manner. E- 
ven a tear filled his eye. Elfrida was 
diſſatisfied with her reception, but her 


father's cautious behaviour, too deep 


to be inveſtigated, diſquieted, though 
it could not wholly deſtroy, thoſe gen- 
tle feelings ſhe had ſo readily cheriſhed. 
Still ſhe would admit the impoſſibility 
of a parent again deceiving the child 
who leaned upon his paternal kindne(s 
for juſtice, love, and pity. It can- 
not be,” ſhe argued, t. that ſuch hor- - 
rible deception can reign in the heart of 
man. That Streou may yet be a trai- 
tor in no caſe militates from the no- 


| tions I have ſo lately baniſhed. Theie 
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tives induced his laſt night's viſit ;= | 
but a father—bleſſed virgin, let not a 
father's weakneſs eee cru- 


i 
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met with no interruption from Ethel- 
red. She waited in modeſt ftilneſs his 
commands, and was much ſurpriſed 
to find he entered not into the ſubject 


5 ſhe expected he would have ſpoken to, 


and totally gave up for that time the 
Plan which ſhe had formed of ſoliciting 
e freedom of her friends; nor did ſhe 
make the ſmalleſt oppoſition to his 


wiſhes, « that ſhe would accompany I 


him in an excurſion on the water,” 

_ concluding ſhe might have an oppor- 
| -_ of preferring her ſuit with the 
| 9 of ſucceſs when a 
© 356 tranquil 
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tranquil moment was moſt * to 
offer. 


They had 8 bye a little way 
down the river, when the appearance 

of four veſſels, three of which were 

built in the Daniſh ftile, occaſioned. 
ſome little confuſion on board the 
king's yatcht, as he was but ſlightly 
attended, and the piratical Danes who, 
notwithſtanding they had been in ſome 
inſtances routed by land, ſtill kept a 5 
vigorous force in their little fleet. The 


princeſs intreated they would imme 


diately put back, her filial fears ſug- 


geſting the moſt dreadful conſequences, © 


| ſhould they put in practice any hoſtile 
intention ; but, before any thing could 
be determined, the ſuſpected boats be- 

ing exceeding good ſailors, had ad- 


E 6 vanced 1 


8&4 pars EH WASSACRE. | 


W 


hoſtile deſigns, which were apparently 
to board the little yatcht. The fourth 
nough to witneſs the tranſactions of 
thoſe before. It was in vain to con- 
tend: not any other veſſel was in fight 
om which they could hope any af- | 
ſiſtance. The watermen reſigned their 
bars with an evident ſhew of deſpair. 


| Elfrida gazed at her father in unutter- 
able agony, threw herſelf into his arms,, 
A, rectitiing ber head in bis beſors, 
ſeemed in that poſture to wiit the 
doom ſhe expected not to ſhun. The 


men, who eagerly approached to ſeiae 


ſte king, gently attempted to unclaſp 

her hands; but, clinging {till cloſer, _ 
and turning to the ſoldiers, who ſtood 
ſuſpended 
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tures, ¶ Where would you drag him? 
| the cried. © « Tear not a father from 
his child, or, if there muſt be a ſacri- 
fice to your piratical fury, let it be me. 
I will die with tranſport to ſecure his 

whom the looked upon as his murde- 
rers, « Spare the royal Ethelred'; 
ſpare the majeſty of Britain. Leave | 
us, we entreat ye, - leave us to blen 
rather than execrate the Daniſh name.” 
* Ah, Elfrida !“ ſaid the king, with 
an uncommon compoſure „ theſe are 
my daughter's favourites; for ſuch as 
theſe haſtthou dared a nation's difplea- 
ſure; for a Paniſh family haſt thou 8 
rejected a noble duke, who took upon 

him to puniſh the haughty Raulin's 
temerity, and now thou art rewarded ; 
N no- 


0 
CY - 


— 


86 | DANISH MASSACRE: 
no doſt thou experience their gra- 
titude. Well they know thee for the 
princeſs of England, and yet they are 
about to offer violence to thy patent. 
What an unexpected, a cutting re- 
proach, given too with a diſdainful 
calmneſs that muſt have arouſed the 
ſuſpicion of any one not ſo ſincerely a- 
- larmed as Elfrida, who, ſtarting with a 
frantic extacy, pointed to the fourth 
boat, which. carried an- Engliſh pen- 
dant, and now drew near. A loud 
ſhout from the ſailors wha. navigated 
her heightened the diſtreſſed virgins 
terror, and, ſeeing one who was chief 
of the ſmall crew preparing to board 
them, ſhrieked again with vehemence, 
and, puſhing a decent looking old man 
4 aſide who ſtood with a drawn ſword be- 
dee "the kings; wrong ber hands er- 


. 


— 
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_ Claiming, What! none among o 
many who bear the form of humanity. ; v9 
to deliver an enſlaved monarch ? See 
what reſignation is written on his coun _ 
tenance! Britain, Britain ! haft thou 
not one ſon valiant enough to reſcue 
thy ſovereign? O where is the gallant _ 
Guiderius? Where are thoſe who 
ſhould protect us ? Not one in fight 
| to prevent a facrilege fo horrid 1 — 
/ « Say rather,” interrupted Ethelred, | 
9 where is che duke of Mercia ? Were 
be preſent, we ſhould be quickly rid 
of theſe pirates; but, alas! were he : 
_ witneſs to our calamity, we could not 
expect him to hazard his ſafery for a 
friend to Denmark. O my father, 
no more ! I retra&, renounce every 
dea againſt —— Ah! what would 1 
ſay, could I now in any efficacious way 
21 prove 
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prove my obedience to thee, my love 


to my country? Could I now ex- 


-onerate my father from this perilous 
ſituation, or would any one ſtand fort! 
in your defence, what would I not of- 
fer for a deliverance fo precious | — 
hand,— heart, life” —— All then 
are mine, ſaid the chief whoſe arrival 


had given her ſuch additional anguiſh. 


4 will free your father and my king. 
Not the 2 — vaſſal of Denmark's 
noble de Come, my brave 
companions, fight for the glorious cauſe 
which nerves your maſter's arm ;” fo 
ſaying, he cleared the yatchts in a few 
minutes, with the aſſiſtance of hoſe. 
whom he invoked, and-who had Pur- | 
ſued with him the other veſſels of the 
_ unwelcome "— who, haſtily 
| leaping 
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leaping into che boats they had quitted, — 
haſtened from the furious Briton, ane 
Elfrida once more beheld herſelf 
ſhackled by a promiſe given at the in- 
ſtant of tremendous danger. With 
returning reflexion the ruin ſhe had 
brought upon herſelf likewiſe preſented 
to her diſturbed mind Edrie. The f 5 
dreadful Edrie again ftood before her 
as the choſen of her father, and the 
deliverer to whom ſhe had folemnly 
engaged hand, heart, and life z—con- 
traſted to which he was the abhorred 
of her ſoul, the deſtroyer of the noble 
Raulin, the ſcourge of the nation, and 
the man againſt whom ſhe had vowed 
an everlaſting antipathy. In ſilent a- s 
gony then did the lift up her heart to 
the God ha had witneſſed her late a 
ful reſolution, never to unite her fare 
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with Edrie Strebu's, and with earneſt 


piety did ſhe ſubmit to the decree that 


at preſent ſeemed to overwhelm her 
with ſorrow and even infamy. 


The duke, after congratulating the 


poor victim upon her eſcape, ſaid he had 


followed the boats at ſome ſmall diſtance, ; 


with an intention of attacking them, 


| when he perceived the yacht to be the 


object of their purſuit, and immediate 
ly ſaw no time was to be loſt, adding, 
the ſight of Elfrida and her father, in 


aà ſituation fo. dangerous, fired his at- 
dendants alſo with the moſt eager de- 

fire of proving their loyalty. * Now 
then, faid Ethelred, my daughter, 


it remains with you to reward our va- | 
lant friend, to gratify an anxious pa- 


: ent, and prove the facred regard a 


Chriſtian | 


* 
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Chriſtian ſhould bear to her word. 
Diſtreſſed beyond the power of ſpeech, 
ſhe could only by bowing her head 
_ expreſs a reluctant acquieſcence, pru- 
dently reſolving to attempt at leaſt a 
protraction of what ſeemed unavoida- 
ble. | | 5 


8 


They had now gained the landing 
place, and the princeſs ſound in her 
faithful Winifred a friend, a counſel- 
lor, and an affiſtant. The affectionate 
creature, while weeping over her mif- 
treſs, proteſted ſhe would follow her 
to the wildeſt deſart, the moſt inho{- 
pitable country, if by ſo doing ſhe 
might ſhun a monſter whoſe deeds had 
rendered his very name hateful, even 
to the humbleſt peaſant. © Too eali- 
ly,” faid ſhe, < did my dear lady cre- 
: X dit 
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dit his artful profeſſions. Ignorant and 

untaught, I faw through his ſpecious 

behaviour yeſterday evening ; for, 
alas! have I not formerly ſuffered by 
it? Did he not, in the dead of night, 
break in upon my aged grandfather, 
and under the pretence of ſearching for 
hidden treaſure, which ſeveral years a- 
go had been ſecreted in various places 
by thoſe Danes who were purſued, O 
madam, I bluſh to ſay he attempted 
your fervant's virtue; and, becauſe he 
met with a proper reſiſtance,” deftroy- : 

ed che poor old man's poſſeſſions, and 
turned him helpleſs upon the- wide 
world. Then it was the abbeſs of St. 
Frideſwald took me in, and placed me 
about your royal perſon. Oſten have 
I wept for the hard fate of my dear 
grandfather, who never after was heard 
bs 5 77 
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of, and much I fear he was deſtroyed 
by him who now ſeeks to make my 
| revered princeſs for ever miſerable.” 
No, Winifred,” anſwered Elfrida 
« I have ſworn to my God, and ſhall 
man ſupercede an oath fo ſolemnly 
given prior too to the haſty ebullition 
of fear and terror? No! — Counſel, 
aſſiſt me to keep my vows inviolate. 


This inſtant would I rather leave a fa- | 


ther's protection and commit myſelf to 
the mercy of the moſt lawleſs invaders 
than meanly cringe to the huſband | 
whoſe principles muſt ever diſtin- 
guiſh him as the enemy of man- 
kind.“ „ And what,” interrupted the 
poor girl, hinders my royal miſtreſs 
from again returning to the monaſtery? 
Who dare force you from the ſacred 
retreat ?—not « even the duke himſelf.” 


4c « Ab, 


2 
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Ah, my friend, know you not that 
Algitha is his vaſſal, that ſhe trembles 
at his nod? Think you that my tears 
or prayers could prevail with her when 
oppoſed to. his power ?—No! 1 will 
ſeek a ſanctuary, but not St. Frideſ- 
wald.“ Winifred pauſed, and, as if 
| ſtruck by a happy thought, exclaimed, 
« Can you, dear lady, venture to travel 
through woods, moraſſes, unfrequent- 
ed paths, and it may be over difficult 
mountains? O name not difficul- 
ties! I know of none that can wear 
an aſpect horrible enough to fright me 
| from my purpoſe.” Then you may. 
yet eſcape. I ſhall be the glorious 
means of my beloved lady's delive- 
rance. In the northern part of Wales, 
I have a relation, who, when our pa- 
| trumony was deſtroyed, made intereſt 
to 


— 
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to be admitted to a ſmall obſcure con- 
vent, ſituated near the bottom of Pen- - _ 3 
manmawr, in Wales. It is not long | 
ſince I heard from her, and I am cer- 
tain ſhe will procure us a ready ad- 
miſſion where we may be ſecure from 
the ſmalleſt danger of a diſcovery.— 
« Ah! this moment,” ſaid the impa- 
tient virgin, let us fly. My heart 
pants like the captive bird that flutters 
to be free from a bondage not half ſo 
terrible as mine. O for that quiet r re- 
poſe which ſuffers no interruption from 
tyrannical man! What is the grandeur 
of a palace when the ſharp thorn of 
diſcontent pierces through the velvet 
on which we tread, and what the luuxu- 
rious diſh on which we feed, if the 
poiſon of cruel ambition embitters its 
ſweetneſs! It is next to impoſſible. 
| "he 5 
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| to mix with the world without ſoiling 
our purity, and the more delicate our 
feelings, the more indelible will be 
every impreſſion thoſe feelings may 
receive. Even here, the indulgence 
A 1 of our nobleſt paſſions brings repen- 
| = tance, for what but the cruelleſt oppo- ä 
atcon has followed my attempts in fa- 
vour of the injured Athela'? What 
but coldnefs, neglect, and mortifica- 
tion, nay even ſhame, has the partial- 
ity met with which induced me to 
- plead for the noble Britiſh priſoner ? 
and him from whom my ſoul revolted, 
even before conviction, juſtified the 
ſtrong diſlike, he of all mankind is 
choſen by my father to complete my 
vretchedneſs? Come then, Winifred, 
let us, under the guidance and protec- 
, teftion of an all- ſeeing Providence, 
0 T: ; quit - 
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dat of treachiery, war, and 
violence.“ 


| Sweet miſguided fair one, how rea- 
dily didſt thou adopt any meaſures that 
might lead thee from a preſent evil, 
nor dream of thoſe numberleſs dangers 
which even the gratification of thy fig 
vourite purpoſe might precipitate thee 
into. But. in vain the cautious maid 
ſuggeſted the neceſſity of a male diſ- 
guiſe, and of ſending intelligence by a 
truſty domeſtic to her couſin. Elfrida 
would not run the hazard of ſtaying 
another day, but in the enſuing even- 
ing prepared to enter upon a journey. 
at the beſt tedious, lonely, and unſafe, 
With the moſt impatient eagerneſs ſhe 
watched from her caſement, which over- 
looked the river= the riſing moon, It 
VOL, 11. | F 2 | Was 
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was ſomewhat paſſed the full, butbright y 
enough to be of infinite uſe. Slowly - 
it emerged from a large black cloud, 
gilding its edges with the pureſt luſtre, 
and gleamed through the ivy which 
paſſed acroſs the antique window. All 
was nearly ſilent through the Tower. 
The centinals placed along the wharf - 
trod lightly, as if fearful of diſturbing 
their royal maſter, whoſe apartments 
faced the ſouth, beneath Elfrida's, | 
while thoſe appointed to guard the 
different entrances and gates, walking 
backward and forward with a heavy hal- 
Tow ſounding ſtep, gave the only inter- 
rupt ion to a ſtillneſs that had ſomething 
terrifying, in it. Winifred found her 
courage give way, as the ſuperſtition 
of the times gained ſtrength in her a- 
. gitated mind; and, when the Tower- 
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dock ſtruck twelve, ſhe crept imper- 
ceptibly to her miſtreſs, looking fear- 
fully towards the door, upon which 
the moon caſt a deſultory gleam, ow- 
ing to its ſhining throught the ivy that 
formed a fantaſtic appearance an 
the tapeſtry. - 


5 Un of the fears her ſervant 
endured, Elfrida commanded her to 
examine the galleries which led to a 
private pair of ſtairs that deſcended to a 
ſubterraneous priſon, appropriatedto the 
purpoſe of confining traitors, and down 

which ſhe propoſed to deſcend to ſhun - 
the guards who lined the paſſages and 

great ſtairs, in hope of diſcovering "= 
paſſage that might lead to the water 
ſide, not adverting to the impropriety h 

of ſeeking a deliverance in a place 
YER is Bee, 


4 
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which muſt of neceſſity be ſtrongly ſe- 
cured. Winifred, caſting a ghaſtly 
look at the princeſs, offered not to an 

 « Why, do you not go, my frie 
aſked the princeſs, who was now ready 
to depart, © I believe,—l . ma- 
dam. -I rather think “ Aſto- 
niſhing What means this perturba- 
tion? It cannot be that you who are 
to conduct me through ſuch unfre- 
quented ways ſhould tremble at the 
firſt ſtep.” —< To ſay truth; madam, 
I expected —Bleſſed virgin, what do I 
| hear !”—*< I ſee,” ſaid Elffida, while 
an indignant tear filled her eye, I 
ſee already the imprudence of placing 
a dependence upon ſoweak an aſſiſtant; 
baut be it ſo,” and ſhe advanced to the 
door. © You have no cauſe to hazard 
1 * * _ then while I make 
the 
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the dangerous trial.” With trembling _ 
feet the affectionate girl purſued her 
miſtreſs, and, falling on her knees, 
“Forgive, dear lady, your ſervant's 
fears. Believe me, I will follow you 
through the world; but indeed I can- 

not think of our going out that way. 
Stay till tomorrow, and we may go in 
ſafety,” “ Tomorrow — not for 
kingdoms would I again behold the 
face of Edrie Streou. Alas! have 
not to avoid him quitted n 
of a parent * 


She * into tears. Without 
further oppoſition "Winifred went o 
the landing place, and in a fit of de- 
ſparation turhed into a narrow paſſage, 

deſcending with precipitation ;. when, 


ſuddenly ſtopping, ſhe attempted to 
N paſs 
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paß her lady, who was cloſe behind 
her. « They are coming! O ma- 
dam, do you not hear the footſteps of 
ſome one? Elfrida ſtopped. She 
heard a door open ſeemingly. at the 
> bottom of the ſtairs. © I do indeed,” 5 
fd the, ſomewhat diſcompoſed; but 
it cannot be the duke of Mercia, and 
chere is no form in which terror can 
iq appear ſo ſhocking; but, however,” 
taking Winifred's hand, who was un- 
knowingly taking her ſtation at her 
miſtreſs's back, we will not return. 
It may be ſome friend, who will affiſt | 
Ny us to eſcape.” Ihe poor creature, in- 
| capable of further ſpeech or motion, 
fat down on the ſtep, placing a lamp 
Which ſhe held beſide her upon the 
ſtairs, and expecting every moment 
ſome en ee for with _ 
& 155 the 


| DAs MASS ACRE. 9 
the idea of ſuch only was her mind 
diſtradted. Again they heard the door 
fall too, which occaſioned only a con- 
vulſive ſtart from Winifred, while it 
almoſt petrified her miſtreſs, who 


| leaned againſt the wall without power 
either to advance or recede. A loud 


noiſe with the claſhing of ſwords ſuc- 


ceeded, when a man, covered with 


blood, ſtaggered to the foot of the 
ſtairs, and was attempting to mount, 


but, apparently exhauſted, fell on the 
ground void of ſenſe. A faint ſcream, 
from Elfrida was the only retimony | 
ſhe gave. of her attention to this 


dreadful ſcene, which was again re- 


peated, when another perſon! appeared 


in ſight, and ſheathed his fvord in the 


boſom of the dying wretch, ſaying, 
* Noy then, one more chance for li- 
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berty! Once more may 1 hope to 
view the bleſſed ſun, and her whoſe 
preſence gave that luminary all its 
charms.” He then looked up, and 
diſcovered the two pale images of de- 
ſpair. O gentle creatures,” he ex- 
claimed, fear me not, — fear not an 
; emancipated priſoner, who in his own 
| defence has been obliged to commit an 
5 act of violence. Long have I. in a 
loathſome dungeon been debarred the 
cheerful light of day, nor .ever more 
ſhould have breathed. the pure air, had 
I not this night poſſeſſed "myſelf of 
means to overpower my enemies. — 
Speak, lady, tell me then if in you I 
duo not behold an enemy ready to be- 
tray me. O; no ! I will not judge ſo 
e of ſo ſweet a form. You look 
"pſd aeiou God! what | 
lovely | 


Sa 
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a lovely image is this brea king upon my 

dazzled ſight ? She faints. O can it 
be! Adorable creature, revive, = 


look-up. It is her! Strange occur 


rence of an awful fate, is this the firſt 
bleſſed radiance my weakened eyes be- 


hold? What a compenſation for dus 


es. 25 a tedious * bf 


Winifred, who Nomly 3 
ſpeech, perceiving her miſtreſs utterly 
inſenſible, and, ſatisfied from this ſtran- 


ger's behaviour there was nothing to 3 


dread from him, aſked his affiſtance to 
convey her to ther :chamber, herſelf 
remblingly leading the way, The Ne 
from an-opened window ſoon reftored 
the languid virgin, and ſhe-gazed upon 
; the man who hung over her with a | 
mixture of hope, doubt, and ſorrows ; 
EEE , 
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1 when, feebly diſengaging herſelf from 


1 chat ſanguine monſter, I traſt you will 


him, ſhe turned to Winifred, who | 


welcomed her recovery with tears of : 


Joy and gratitude. - Still che poor lady 

ſurveyed the ſtranger as though con- 

ſicious ſhe had before ſeen him, when 
the Tower- clock flowly ſtruck two. 
The ſound almoſt electrified her. She 


ſtarted, and immediately recollecting 


che purpoſe for which ſhe had viſited the 
| diſmal regeſs, addreſſed, in a feeble he- 

| ſitating tone, her unexpected viſitor. 
% Vou ſeem, faid ſhe, by your 
manner to be one of. thoſe unfortunate 
noblemen who have incurred the hatred 
of him whoſe name my lips tremble 


to pronoutice.; therefore, when I tell 5 


von my preſent. buſinek is to eſcape 


[ho the n of my leaving this 
{3H place. 
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place. I have now but few hours to 
complete a ſcheme ſo important, nor 
know I if I can clude the guards both 
within and without the tower. Fare- 
wel then, fir ; we may hereafter meet 
in peace and ſafety.” Stop, —O ſtop, 
thou lovely maid, we will go together, 
You know not who kneels at your 
feet, and ſwears to protect you with 
his life. Truſt then to me. I have a 
boat waiting under che walls.” She 
claſped her hands. Heavens! what 
voice is this I hear! Say, who are 
you?” A confuſion in the lower a- 
riofity.” © We. are loſt!” ſhe cried, 
| liſtening in almoſt breathleſs deſpair: 


_ «© They are coming !— We are\diſco- 
vered!” The ſtranger ſtood attentive 
for a moment. Take courage, dear 


Do, 


T'6_; As. 
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| ladys. what you hear is accaionns | | 
only by the centinels relieving guard, 
which they do every chree hours; and 
now ſay. will you venture your fate 
with one who would ſuffer the utmoſt 
tortures in your defence, or will you 
hazard what I judge you dread mere 
| than death, another interview with the 
duke of Mercia? She ſtarted. The 
name ſo deteſtable quickened every 
1 rn 
ang ſpirits, and ſhe replied, while her 
7 eyes ſparkled with indignant, terror, 
c Is there a danger I would ſhun, —is 
there an object I could fear,—ſo hate- 
ful, ſo horrible, as that you mentiou? 
No, fir. Let me this inſtant prove 
4 my ſincerity i in truſting even an utter 
ftranger rather than one whom I have 
r did 
+ I * ? 
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language dear as friendſhip's pureſt 


lady, never did friendſhip whiſper in 
ſuch ſtrains as but what am I a- 


bout? Tou know me, - you are wil- 
= NE On and get. l | 
precious time which ſhould — 
ployed in your deliverance. Come 
then, madam, reſt on my arm. The 
ſoldiers have not yet taken their ſta- 
tion. Haſten; we muſt paſs the great 
gallery unſeen by them below. It will 


| 


whiſpers to Elfrida's heart, * Ah, 


be ſome minutes before they will af- 


cend. So ſaying, he opened” the 


door, and, beckoning. to | Winifred, 
ſupported her on one arm, While El- 
frida, timidly reſigning herſelf to his 


guidance, they ſoſtiy quitted the a- 


4 * 
ws; 
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partment, and beheld the guards ths; 
the great hall beneath. It was a fear- 
ful moment. They could ſcarcely re- 


ſpire without being heard, but the floor 10 
being covered” with- carpetting pre- 
vented their ſteps from making any = 
'noiſe,/and they reached the further end 
in ſafety, where they ſtopped. A lo , 
- voice at a little diſtance increaſed El- 5 
-frida's agitation, articulating, My - . 
Jord, I can ſtay no longer: the dax 
dawns. O where is my lord? — 
Here, anſwered Elfrida's compa- 
nion; © are you quite ready ?” © Yes, 
and have been theſe two hours.” He 
then turned to the princeſs, © Now, 
madam, is the trial. Through this 
; Ae lies our way to freedom, and 
then, with the aſſiſtance of the perſan 
. to whom the voice. belonged, and who 
e ſtood 
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ſtood on the outſide of the wall, he | 
conveyed | the _ trembling fugitives P 
through to the other ſide, himſelf fol- 
lowing; and, taking their hands, led 
them to the water's edge, where lay a 
mall boat with three men in her. 


| - While they were ee ; 
0 pr th Elfrida looked up, and per- | 


 , "ceived they were at the eaſt end of 


the Tower, which was unguarded, from 
the idea that it was impregnable, and 


a low wall that ran cloſe to the river 
prevented their little veſſel from being 

feen by the ſoldiers on the platform, a 

heavy rain that fell at the moment of 

their eſcape contributing likewiſe to fa- 

boobs. 6 | 


a ; 


- "ol 
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The men now made uſe of the ut- 
moſt expedition, and, though againſt 
tide, . plied their oars with ſuch unre- 
mitting aſſiduity, that by ſun-riſe they 
had fallen ſeveral miles down the 
Thames, and reached a ſmall creekck 
which was almoſt hidden by the ruſhes. 
Here then they landed, the rain con- 
tinving to fall in torrents, and percei- 
ving a fiſherman” s cottage, direftly 
made up to it. The poor inhabitant, 
who was mending his nets, could 
ſcarcely demand their buſin ls, ſo much 
did their ſudden and ſtrange appearance 
poſſeſs him with the idea of their be- 
ing Danes, more eſpecially on be- 
holding the bloody garments of their 
chief ; but, on being ſpeedily unde- 
ceived, he gave them the moſt hoſpi- 
"able welcome his little dwelling could 


afford; ; 


. | 


— 


DAN ISH MASSACRE. 113 
afford; and, calling his dame, ſhe 
conducted the exhauſted females to 
an inner room, where a rude but 
wholeſome bed offered that refreſh- 
ment they ſo much needed. 


The ſituation of cheſe wanderers not 
permitting a long receſs from the pro- 
ſecution of their journey, or rather 
voyage, and the rain ceaſing, they took 
leave of their hoſts, with that expreſ- 
ſion of thankfulneſs which grateful 
ſouls know how to make acceptable, 
though unaccompanied by a great pe- 
cyniary reward; for the little Elfrida 
had to offer ſhe did not conſider as a 
compenſation for the kindneſs they had 
received, or as a giſt worthy the mag- 
nificence of her real ſtate, but rather 
as the compliment due to her own 
FE | | - - pants. 
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ſpirit; and, being again placed in the 
boat, ſhe felt that curioſity which ter- 
ror had ſuſpended once more predo- 
minate, though the recollection of the 
confidence ſne had placed in ſo many 
men induced a delicate regret and un- 
feigned ſorrow for the neceſſity Which 
had thus forced her from London. 7 


| The diſguiſe her protector appeared 
in had hitherto prevented her fram de- 
ciding poſitively as to his perſon; and 
his face, that even yet bore ſanguine 
teſtimonies of the awful buſineſs of the 


| night, was not likely to aſſiſt her in 


the developement ; but there was a - 
Ce, a certain monitor within that re- 

ſponſively palpitated to his voice, and 
1 told her none but lord Guiderius could 
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raiſe ſuch emotions, could inſpire fuch 
confidence. 


The weather had now aig up. 
The flat reedy ſhores of Eſſex form- 
ing a ſtrong contraſt to the riſing ver- 
dant hills of Kent, and the Thames 

widening as they advanced, preſented 
a deſirable view, for not a veſſel or 
object appeared to raiſe their fears; 
behind them the ſmoaky ſpires of the 
- metropolis leſſened with every ſtroke 
of their oars; before them the ſpacious 
boſom of the river, ſcarcely ruffled by 

a gentle breeze that acted upon the 
oppoſing tide, ſeemed to invite them 
to the enjoyment of a ſerene conver- 
ſation, while the brightneſs of a meri- 
dian ſun helped to reſtore their har- 
raſſed ſpirits. Even Winifred, whom 
fear had almoſt deſtroyed, liſted up 


4 | | her 


| But, perhaps, ſhe may incline-toknow 
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ber hands in thankfulneſs, for the hope 
ſhe began to entertain of ſceing her- 


ſelf and beloved miſtreſs once more "2 


out of anger, and, addreſſing the ſtran- 
ger, © O fir,” ſhe cried, © how much 
are.we 1 to you for our eſcape.” 
te Yes;” added Elfrida, while her face was 
4 covered with a deep bluſh, © we are in- 
deed indebted to this gentleman ; and, 
if I err not, my thanks are more par- 
ticularly due, inaſmuch as to me be 
owed his impriſonment. . Bleſſed 
(cauſe, of a happy effect, ſince to me 
my revered miſtreſs acknowledges a 
ſenſe of obligation. O how abundant- 
ly is Guiderius repaid for that ſuffering 
ſhe ſo generouſiy aſcribes to herſelf!“ 


in what manner the vile Edrie revenged 
bhimſelf for my enjoyment of that in- 
eſtimable moment he ſo fatally em- 
bittered. 


1 
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bittered. I need not inform you, ma- 
dam, that the duke's rage knew no 
bounds, when, in aver: to his haugh- 

ty interrogations reſpecting my buſi- 
neſs in your apartment, I oppoſed only 
a ſullen ſilence. Racks, tortures of 
every denomination, were the” threat- 
ened executioners of his arbitrary will, | 
unleſs that will was immediately com- 
plied with. I ſmiled at his futile re- 
' ſolutions of vengeance, and dared his | 
fierceſt malice; but well 1 knew the 
utmoſt ſtretch of his ſavage intentions 
would not let him defeat his own pur- 
poſe, as ſo much depended upon 
his keeping, or rather gaining your 
good opinion. However, though un- 
able to conquer a free and reſolute ſpi- 
nt, he endeavoured - by a cloſe and 
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ſtrict confinement to overcome a 
frame naturally kardy. 


. < The patience with which I en- 
dured an undeſerved confinement ob- 
tained the notice of one who was em- 
. ployed to bring my ſcanty allowance, 
and, by the dim light of a lamp that 
hung before my cell, I could diſcern 
a thoughtful kind of pity fill his eye 
when he beheld the eagerneſs I diſ- 
played in devouring what he daily 
brought. One morning (for it was 


Ts only by this man's arrival, and that of 


the gaoler who viſited my cell every 
night, I could judge of time) I fan- 
cied he looked as though he would 
have ſpoken, — a crime for which a 
| ſevere puniſhment was ordained. He 
"quitted the place, and then haſtily « 
75 3 8 returned, 


— 
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returned, gazed at me, ſighed, ſnoo 
his head, and pointed to the ſteps 
fronting my door. At laſt I couldre- 


ſtrain my curioſity no longer. What 5 


mean you, my friend,” I cried, «< by 
theſe emphatical motions ? Have 
you courage? he -anfwered in a loπ.ẽ 
| heſitating voice. Courage * Le. 
peated, and turned to the iron grating, 

through which he conveyed my bread 
and water: Can courage wrench a- 
ſunder thoſe bars? Cunning may.” 1 
9 Ah, generous fellow,” faid I, « of | 
what avail would that be? for now I 
think I underſtand you. Know you not, 
that to get from this cell is the leaſt dif- 
ficulty I ſhould have to encounter "off 
I was going on, when he vahiſhed.— 
«0 cruel!” I exclaimed, © this is a 


fineſſe of my enemy's. Not contented 


% 
ith 
+ +2 IS - 
o 
l * 
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with ſhutting me up in this horrid place, 
he contrives to raiſe hopes that can- 
not be realized. I muſt have the ad- 
ditional torture of the keeneſt diſap- 
pointment to load my tedious hours. 

This was the heavieſt ſtroke my farti- | 
- tude had hitherto endured, and I felt 
a ſtrong deſire of deſtroying the en- 
gine of Streou's vileneſs, ſhould he ap- 
pear again before me; but I ſaw him 
not for ſeveral days. A grim and ſur- 
ly monſter ſupplied his place, who al- 


+  -* moſt grudged the little he brought, 


and when he came, ſo ſtrong was my 
diſlike, 45 not even to look upon a 
countenance that ſeemed to earry de- 
ſtruction in every feature; but what 
was my ſurpriſe, when, as uſual, I was 
reaching through the-grate for my al- 
att to find i it gently detained. 1 
5 looked 
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looked up. Ah, deceiver,” I cried; | 
« who taught you to add weight to the 
miſeries I endure? O lady, it was 
my firſt purveyor. Silence,“ he 
ctied e or we: ane Nine dc 
has prevented my coming for theſe ten 
mornings. While I wWas ſpeaking to 


you the other day, I heard footiteps be- 


hind me, and had hardly opportunity 
to get off. It was the lieutenant. He 
aſked me what voice he heard. I told 
him that of a "complaining priſoner, 
and then tetired.——Now obſerve me 

well. Take this ſword,” and he put 
one through the grate: « Wait till the 
gaoler has been round, and examined 
the cells, and the moment he opens 
your's, ſtrike home. Underſtand me 
well: he is a wretch equal to tlie vil- 
lain who employs him. When you 


vol. 11, G . 
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have ſecured a free paſſage, go to the 


end of the Eaſtern gallery, and I will 
be ready at the further port-hole. You 


will meet with a boat under the wall. 
Be ſteady, —have courage, and all will 


be well.” He then retired. 


© I will not trouble you, madam, with 


the various, reflections I made on this 
ſtrange turn of fate, but proceed to 


 fay, I thought that day the longeſt 1 ! 


had ever known. Night came. 1 


heard the different doors opening and 


ſhutting. | The gaoler advanced. He 


_ lifted up the bars of my cell, —turned 


the heavy key with difficulty in the 


monſtrous lock. It flew open. 1 
| Rood ready to receive him; but drew 


back on perceiving two. more with 


him. I know not if my countenance 


betrayed 
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betrayed any part of the relutance 1 
felt to deprive my ſellow- creatures of 

their exiſtence, but certainly he examin- 
ed me with more than uſual attention, 


and, turning aſide my garment, diſco- 
conceal. He ſtarted, but could not 
thun the blow that I fucceſsfully aim- 

ce d at his boſom. He fell, and I pur- 
to gain the ſtairs. ' One dropped 
breathleſs at my feet, the other ſtruck 
at me with a ſword, which 1 imagine 
he was accuſtomed to carry drawn in 
his hand upon fuch occaſions. I Rad 

now but one to contend with, and we 
exchanged ſeveral blows; but the fear 
of loſing the advantage L had gained 
m me mw enn 


A 
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| he could not-reſiſt, and; you; dear la- 


dy Was a vitnoſs of e e 
2 5 58. hp hd 711 nens 1441 
 Elfiida, in dent « adniraion oy 


directing her; ſteps to the ſpot chit 


| the ſo happily met with her deliverer, 


without whoſe aid ſhe muſt yet have 
been ſubject to the duke's perſecution; 


for, though her reſdlution as fixed aq 


eſcape, the method ſhe tock could not 


have produced the wiſhed: for conſe- 


quence, as there was no way beneath 
the apartments but what led to the 
cells, and every avenue was pr 


as n ee Ws ball. 110 310 0 


3 « 14.2 


„in ae A Jade . hn 
ing the man's hand who! had. Keke 


his own life to ſet him free, Here, | 


madam,” 
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madam, » he ſad) e to this worth 
creature are we indebted for liberty. 
How ſhall we return an obligation fo 
invaluable! — to me particularly ſo, 
fince. Ilikewiſe owe to him the happi- 
nels bi gs At 2141 e597 3 * 5 
Wich a eee nts aun 
cel owned the great ſenſe ſhe had of a 
benefit ſo eſſential; anll then, ſuddenly 
2 herſelf, with an anzioob 
look, pointed to a ſhip that lay at an- 
chor in the reach they had juſt Ne 
ed. In that veſſel,” ſaid their con- 
ductor, my noble lord will ſoon be 
out of his enernies Power. Thel mat 
ter of it is my brother and ſee we 
have no time to ſpare.” Pull away; ny 
brave fellows, for I ſee yonder ſove- 
ral boats moſt likely chafing us. — 
r d ˙— S 


— 
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« Yes,” ſaid | Winifred, {| trembling, 
« doubtleſs that wicked duke has diſ- 
covered us, and we ſhall be facrificed. 
Aye, aye, I ſhall be the firſt. Hea- 
that I was ſafe in our monattery !'” = 
No fear,” anſwered the man, © we 
| have been ſome hours expected. Let 
us once get on board, and we may de- 
1 theic utmoſt malice. Guiderius 
drew his fword, folemnly:vyowing-to 
| defend his beloved miſtreſ from every 
attack. * Ah!” ſhe cried; «do notraſhly 
forfeit; a life which is due only to our 
finking country. Think not of 'Elfri- . 
da: ſhe is yet the peculiar care of 
Providence, or could ſhe have met in 
a moment ſo full of horror -A "OE 


oe.” rd 
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in a few minutes were out of ſight of 
their expected enemies; but the wind 
dying away, they could get no further 
than Graveſend till the returning tide 
permitted them to proſecute their in- 
tended deſign, which Guiderius now 
inſormed his precious Charge was: to 
make for Ireland, where ſhe would | 
reſt in perfe& ſafety till the comm. 
tions that were daily gaining ground = 
in England were ſubſided. ' For me,” 
ſaid he, „ caſe would be inglurom 
while I can affiftun-enſlaved :narion, 
groaning under the heavieſt bandage, 
cord. How is it poſſible they can eſ- 

ſhould prote& them 'are the firſt in 
power and the firſt in practiſing every 
1 „„ kind 
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kind of deceit ; while unitedly firm in 
the ſacred cauſe of liberty,” not Ro- 
mans, Danes, Normans, or all com- 


bined, could prevail againſt us, — for 


Uke our native oak we ſhould defy 
the fierceſt attack; — but, when a 


king' — No more, my lord,” faid 
the. princeſs ; « that king is 'Elfrida's 


muſt not deſpiſe ; and I would. cau- 
tion you to remember, that the ſureſt 


woommendathu dom eſteem will be 
a ſincere reſpect to the Britiſh mo- 


narch:; for, however ſtrange this e- 


lopement may appear, 1 


you ever to bear in mind, it is from 


Edrie Streou, not; from Ethelred,— 
from an inſinuating tyrant, not a pa- 
rent, that I fly.” This grave reproof 


went to the very foul of Guiderms, 


h . A. 5 Is g who 
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who received ãt with ſilent regret, and 
a confuſion that ꝓained the gentle vir- 
gin, Who was, wo to- e herſelf 
of an ill-timed zeal. 


* 7 
- F : 
= 


lier 


| | "AS 
The ſun was now aus with that 
clog ht not ſeldom diſtinguiſhes 
an autumnal ſky in a calm clear even · 
ing. The late hazards they had en- 
dured, and the pleaſing aſſurance of 
mies, added to che ſerenity of their 
minds, and they continued upon deck 
till the firmament exhibited a glorious 
aſſerablage of ftars.  * How beauti- 
ful,“ ſaich Elfrida, & does the blueiſh 

luſtre of ſome of thoſe luminaries ap- 
pear, when contraſted by the more ſſe- 
ry rays of others, and how are they 
AT by the abſence of that fun in 
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our hemiſphere which irradiates them 
with its beams. We can hardly la- 
ment che want of a moon while her 
place is ſo bountifully ſupplied 
« Ah, my lady,“ ſaid the pilot, near 
whom ſhe ſat, . It joys my old heart 
to ſee you ſo tranquil to what you were 
only the day before yeſterday.” — 
cauſe for her agitation ; but lopking - 
earneſtly at him, as the lamp which 
was placed over the compaks illumined 
his face, © methinks I have ſeen you 
before.” You have indeed, lady; 
and if you will give attention to an 
old man's tale, I have that to fay 
which will ſurpriſe you.” „ Speak 
then this inſtant, and look you, do not 
0" <ommaniled: Guiderius. 
| '$ -1 3 


5 
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© My honoured lord ſhall be obeyed ; 


but, if what I have to ſay ſhould re- 


llect on our royal maſter, am 1 for- 


given ?”, — © Truth, needs no ex- 


cuſe, nor does it deſerve blame. Fear 


dane believe,” ſaid the venerable 
creature, the diſtreſs my lady was in 


3 boarded the yacht prevent- 


ed her ſeeing the deceit that was prac- 
tiſed upon her filial affeRtions.” — 
© Youboarded us| Heavens! why you 
are nota Dane? No, madam; nor 


was there one among us. It was only 


laſt Wedneſday that the duke of Mer- 


cia ordered ſeyeral boats to be manned 


by people in Daniſh habits and to carry 
Daniſh colours ; at the ſame time he 
informed me, as maſter of che crew, 
that, when I ſaw the king's. boat put 


off from the Tower, which it was ex-' 


G6 pedted 


- 


* 
ne 
* c 


132 DANISH MASS ACRE: 2 
peed to do on the following morning; 


Y 


e were to follow ſlowly, but not o- 


 vertake her till the fourth boat, which 


he was to command, carne in ſight, — 


and then, when abreaſt of the yatche; 


to board her as Danes. You may 


put on, he ſaid, © an air of the oreat- | 
eſt ferocity. The king will not be a- 

larmed, as he himſelf concerted this 
_ enterprize.'——< Horrible,” ſaid El- 


frida : Could a parent plan a ſcheme 
ſo execrable ! Could he behold an al- 
raoft dying child pleading for his life 
with thoſe ſhe thought his murderers, 
and carry on a deception fo vile !— 
Loft Elfrida !- from whom canſt thou 
expect the tender feelings of pity, when 


a father joins with a villain in deceiving 
ſtmee; but go on, my friend, let me 


_ the extent of my obligation te 
8 thoſe 
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thoſe who have treated me with fürn 


cruelty.” Remember, added the 
duke, à you are to threaten Ethel 
red's life in his daughter's: hearing; 
and, if ſhe break into womaniſh"la- 
mentations, regard them not; her 
terror will only facilitate my views. 
1 ſhall ſoon come up with you! and 
chen you muſt ſheer off immediately. 
Do chis buſineſs ſucceſsfully, and your 
fortune is made. Your compamons 
too ſhall be largely rewarded if" they 
behave properly. — On che contrary, 
ſhould we by any neglect of your's be 
diſcovered, the cruelleſt tortures ſhall 
puniſh your diſobedience Ah, ma- 
dam, what could I do? Human na- 
ture ſhrinks at undeſerved torments, 
and well I knew the duke never for- 
gave an injury; and how I pitied the 
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agonies you ſuffered when I drew my 
ford upon your father! How 1 I 
' wiſhed to make ſome ſign by which. 
you might underſtand me ] but it was 
your diſtreſs made dreadful to me, as 
well as the hypoeriſy of my vretched 
employer, the fight of whom gave 
me inexpreſible pain; for me and mine, 
though now. he recollects me not, have 
my noble hearers, I little imagined 
ten years ſince I ſhould moſt-proba- 
bly finiſh my exiſtence in a profeſſion 
1 always abborred. But when, by his 
ſavage barbarity, I beheld the whole 
of my little property reduced to aſhes, | 
. of the earth, and, driven from home, 
unable too to ſupport myſelf in the 


manner 
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manner L had formerly uſed, it oocur- 
red to me chat a ſmattering knowledge | 

which I had of aſtronomy might prove 


uſeful to me in ſuch a forlorn ſitua» 
tion, and 1 applied to an eminent pi- | 
lot, who not only inſtructed me; but 
at his death recommended me to his 
fon, who commands this veſſel} and 
who owns the boats employed by he 
duke; to him, therefore, 'am I pri- 
marily indebted for the honor 1 enjoy 
of ſtanding before lord Guiderius and 
my royal injured lady.” ——* What 
a monſter Ie ſaid Elffida: „ Can 
we encounter none but ſuch as 
have received. injuries at his hands? 
Could not thoſe white hairs claim ſome 
conſideration ?”” O, no, lady "True, 
1 might have eſraped his fury, — I 
* * my days in a Pow 
ful 
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ful obſcurity. But I had a grand- \ 
daughter, and ſhe: was too virtuous; 
too virtuous did I ſay O no (The 
ſpirited reſiſtance,') which: brought a 
temporal ruin on us all, enfured to 
me a peace of mind which nothing 
nowran ef ECEUAL y diſturb. Could id 
but once more behold her, - that I had 
| once more the worthy child with me 
« Ah! my dear long - loſt parent, you 
1 ware Jer achild who honour,—loves 
= reveres you. See, 1 „ to her 
mulittreſs, < ſee that reſpeQtable man, 
1 whoſe- fate you heard me deplore.— 
Bleſſed chance that brought us hither.” 
1 Chance, Winifred, ſaiĩd the pious 
=. ſhare in this wonderful ordination. It 
| E is to a ſuperintending Providence, (and 
che tears rolled off his aged checks, 
Ns! N pd to 


| 
| 
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to an interpoſing Deity, we ought to 
bend eee eee hap- 
3 ſo unexpect. 1 Moſt tru- 

ly,” interrupted Fla, te do you at- 
tribute our miraculous deliverance to 
that great (firſt Cauſe" which has thus 
ſingularly bleſſed us all, and enabled 
me in particular to . EN 
r e 

5 60: en PE 21 14121222 * 
In 0 amid * lookiithe aſt : 
vpon Guiderius; while thus ſpeaking, a 
ſweet. recompence was couched i-for _ 
the ſeeming warmth- which had c- 
companied her reproof to him an 
hour before, who eould not help ten- 
_— sg the "hain ſhe 3 
yy coin propoſe. to-Elfcidathe - 

neceſſity 
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with the advancing night an unwhiole- 


ſome fog. gathered about them; and, 
after conducting them down, he with- 
drew to join the ancient Edward up- 
on deck, where, wrapped in a fur 
cloak, he paſſed the hours till day+ 
_ light, and AS, notwithſtanding the ha · 
zy weather, they were favoured with 
a tolerable breeze, the danger of be- 
_ ing purſued made them, in -defiance 
of the hazardof running on ſhore, croud 
every fail, and by funriſe they found 
themſelves in view of the. Dutch 
coaſt. 


| gave them hope of reaching the Iriſh ' 
more in two days, as their ſhip drew 
wat i but 
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 failor ; nor were they diſappointed; for 
in ſix and thirty hours: Guiderius con- 
gratulated the languid females; who 
were too ill to keep upon deck, upon 
their arrival in Cork harbour. Poor 
Winifred; whaſe ſpirits were fallen to 
the very brink of deſpair," the had 
conceived thry ſhould never pench cus 
kund alive, erpraffad the moſt enger 
deſire to leave the veſſel; nor v her 
miſtreſs leſs incl ined ito: quit a'fituation 
nee and w her 
* ; 3/7 ii s 
0 289 i Node 2 918% lap 

That hoſpitality, which from eurlieſt 
cones'has charndterinel the Iriſh;; ſoon | 
induced chem to forget the difficulties 
they had encountered, and Guiderius 
had the ſupteme pleaſure of ſeecing 
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Elfrida- treated by a-noble-fantilly,1t6 
wham ſhe was nearly related, with 
that diſtinction, tenderneſs; and friend- 
ſhip, her ſtate, ſex, and late diſtreſſes 
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Wen at OO es arrived. 
Ca ole 
Britons who were employed "ir he 
war againſt che Danes, and brought 
the moſt : melancholy: accounts. El- 
frida felt a thouſand filial pangs for un 
unhappy parent, whoſe life was not 
only threatened by a foreign entiny, 
but in equal if not ſuperior danger 
from à pretended friend, whoſe rage 


and fury, on finding hinaſelf thus un- 


expectedly deprived of the object of 
l his 


„ n hi de eee aha a 
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his ungovernable' love could only be 
equalled by his denunciations of fe- 
venge againſt the fortunate Guiderius, 
The plot he had formed, in 'conjutic- 
tion with Ethelred, for the total ex- 
tirpation of the Danes, had hitherto , 
been only partially executed upon ſuck | 

as were ſettled upon particular parts of 
the iſland, and in a tate too defence 
leſs to make a ſtand againſt the fer 
cious Britons, or the numerous par- 
ties of ravagers who were continually 
retorting the injuries their countrymen 
received by ſimilar practices 3 and, as 
theſe ravagers generally * conſiſted of 
numerous troops well diſciplined and 
powerfully armed, it was not always 
they were worſted: the moſt obſtinate 
battles generally enſued, and which e- 
ver forces came off victorious, it often 
happened 
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happened they left numbers lifeleſs in 
the fatal field. The violence uſed by 
Edrie Streou on their valiant general 
Rayhn had rouſed the Danes to a pitch 
of re veel p 66 Bact. Even 
che more temperate among then who 
were peaceably eſtabliſhed in London, 
and whoſe prudent deportment had 
cemented, the Britiſh confidence, flew 
to their arms, and, joining the ſol- 
diers, practiced the moſt inhuman re- 


taliation on all who. att fell in 
their Es 


| The ſuperiority hitherto maintained 
by England was now no more. Even 
the Mercian duke and his weak cow- 
ardly prince could no langer make 
head againſt them. Exeter, the! He 
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ſhire, were totally conquered,—the ſad 
but too certain conſequence of a weak 
head and tyrannical heart, whether 

aging ere porſan on ee e 
a monarch and his wicked miniſter e- 
qually dangerous, equally deſtructive 
to. the nation they may govern, E- 
thelred too late perceived and ſilently 
lamented, the ſhameful ſubmiſſon | he 
had obſerved to. an artful politician, 
diſgracing-by fuch a conduct the pro- 


genitors from whom he ſprung, and 


diſhonouring the ſacred: claim he had 
by right to a crown he deſerved not. 
Streou, obliged in an exigence ſa cri- 
tical to ſmother his own domeſtic trou- 
bles, ſtudied to evade a ſtorm which, 
if not diverted, muſt inevitably involve 
himſelf in irreparable ruin. 


* 


* 
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The whole iſland was now in com- 
motion; even the Tower gates had 
been attempted. The king, wild witk 
fear, and dreading evety terrible con- 
ſoqueiics;/'repreached his favourite for. 
an act which puſillanimity had till 
then ſtamped with the higheſt appro- 
bation. He ſeized the duke's collar. 
4e Villain,” he (cried, «© to you is ow 
ing every evil an unhappy prince may 
ſuffer. Where is my child? But for 
your deteſtable plots and contrivances 
ſhe had yet been under a parent's 
roof. What had Rauhn done to you, 
and where was the reſpect you owed 


to your king when you ſlaughtered 
him i in his preſence ? ? Where too is the 


noble Guiderius? Had he been pre- 
ſent, he would have preſerved the ho- 
nor of his monarch. Ah ! to what a 
ne etl | | wretch 
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Wfetch have 1 ſubmitted; and now, 
when lie ſhould extricate me from this. 
danger, a cowardly ſilence marks his 
| inattentioh.” Not ſo, my liege, 
aid the fawning ſycophant: « If I be 
Ment, your ſafety is the motive for it; 
ever ſtudious of that happineſs ' you 
charge me with deſtroying," I will yet 
concert means for: its preſervation, 
Take courage then, and depend upon 
it, before the morning ſun ſalutes your 
window, England ſhall be freed from 
her / preſent  calamities,” © Then,” 
exclaimed the king, © you ſhall again 


be the friend, the beloved, and I I = 


yet to a fon of Ethelrex 


The rs inſtantly: retired. He 
had projected a ſcheme by which he 
hoped to compaſs every deſign. No 
VOL, 11. H 4 
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matter what the means, no matter 
how infamous the execution, it was e- 


nough to procure a temporary peace, 


to regain his influence over Ethelred, 


(who already felt his momentary and 


forced reſentment give way,) and to 


complete a revenge upon Guiderius, 
a againſt whom, for his eſcape, and the 
manner of it, his ſoul burnt with the 
moſt implacable hatred. 


To effect his purpoſe, it was ne- 


ceſſary to have an interview with the 


principle Danes, and accordingly a 
| herald was diſpatched, to ſummon 


them to liſten to ſuch overtures as 
he imagined they would gladly accept. 
After ſeveral propoſals made and' re- 
jected, this vile betrayer of his coun- 


try, this wretched repreſentative of a 


* 
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royal coward, who dared not even 
face the Daniſh conquerors, agreed to 
Pay a ſum of thirty thouſand pounds 
to Sweyn of Denmark, which tribute 
was denominated Dane-geldt ; ; at the 
ſame time conſenting to give thoſe. ſet- 
tlers who choſe to reſide in England 
the title of Lord-Danes. It was like- 
wiſe ſtipulated, that Raulin's family | 
ſhould ftill remain as hoſtages for the 
performance of Sweyn's part of the 
treaty, which was to reſtore ſuch parts 
of England as his ſubjects then poſſeſ- 
ſed, to draw off all his forces, and ob- 
ſerve a profound peace with this na- 
tion. 331] 


When Guiderius heard the terms on 
which his native country was to regain 
a partial freedom, he groaned, ſtamped, 

| 231 _— 
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drew his ſword, and called upon the 


treacherous betrayer of their rights and 
privileges, vowing to ſeek him though 
in the preſence of his king,—to re- 
venge with his blood a ruined country. 


c Only one week,” ſaid he, only one 
week to elapſe ſince I left England in 


a ſtate of ſecurity, and ſo ſoon to 
hear of her deſtruction. To whom is 
this precious miſchief owing ?— Perni- 
cious Streou, to thee! But long thou 
ſhalt not triumph. No doubt but 
Sweyn will accept terms ſo glorious 
to him. Britain! Britain how art thou 


humbled:“ -A tear of noble ſorrow 


marked theſe words; when, turning to 
Elfrida, who had covered her face 


While liſtening to accounts ſo dreadful. | 


I leave you, madam,” faid he, . in 
perfect ſafety. I go to protect your 
8 a F | father, 


* 
I 
- * 
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father, to recover if poſſible our loſt 
rights ; or,” (and he raiſed his voice) 
« die in a cauſe fo noble. Adieu then, 
thou invaluable friend ; whatever be 
my fate, may your's be propitious 3” - 
and then, looking again into the diſ- 
patches, © but I ſee thereis no time to 
loſe. It is an enterprize, dangerous 
but glorious.” © Yes, my lord,” ſaid 
Elfrida: Go, releaſe our country; 
and O that you could releaſe my fa- 
cher from a ſtate of the heavieſt bon- 


dage Should wp poor long 18 
Hic co be once more in Streou's 


power, emancipate her if poſlible, and | 
ſend her hither, I need not add, my 
wiſhes for your ſafety, my hopes for 
your ſucceſs, will accompany you 
every where. Here, fir, take Elfri- 
da's hand, and with it— why ſhould I 


Wy * heſitare: * 


9 inglorious ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities which 


. 


boom thus dauntleſily preſenting him- 
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| heſitate to fay— a grateful heart. — 


Guiderius bowed; preſſed to his bo- 
ſom the bluſhing virgin, and departed 
with ſenſations > 8 and 


pleaſing. 


For ſeveral weeks Elfrida received 


the moſt punctual intelligence from 


f at court, Teen to appear be- 


had now taken place. « True,” ſaid 
be, % my ſovereign, a the ford 1s | 


| ſheathed, but its edge is not lefs ſharp, 


Dit is not blunted. You have hoſta- 


ges for Sweyn 8 Performance of his 
2 3 * 


d 
- 


| DANISH MASSACRE. 153, 
engagements z but what are they? 
two helpleſs innocents, and it may be - 
their wretched - widowed mother.” 
Here he caſt a look of indignant rage 
at Edrie, whoſe heart glowed with re- 
venge ie gh u ne. 
. «ang his dane 8 . but 
pect, continued his ſpirited expoſtu- 
lation. — And feeble ties are thoſe 


upon the affections or principles of 4 


man who has ſo long neglected them. 
Beſides, can he hold himſelf amena- 
ble for the obſervance of engagements 
which a late barbarous maſſacre ren 
ders of no effect? Doubt not, fire, 
but Sweyn will yet be a dangerous 
enemy. Our former conquerors the 
Romans proved the poſlibility, as we 
are told, of facrificing even the claims 
N «„ ͤ 


vage delight the breathleſs corſe of 


pected from a king who has ſeen his 
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of nature to the intereſt of their | 
country, and could ' ſmile upon the 
reeking point which made them child- 
leſs, contemplating perhaps with-a-ſa- 


an heroic ſon, a patriotic parent, 'or a 
noble brother. If they then, in defi- 
ance of the moſt ſacred domeſtic ties, 
could thus ſoar above — nature, would 
fay ſink beneath — humanity, who 
loved their families, what is to be ex- 


| hoſtage murdered, and has a right ta 
break through every covenant with 
thoſe who have proved their diſregatd 


to a nation's welfare, a monarch's 


honor, and his own character, by an 
atrocious deed, — particularly when un- | 
influenced by the tenderneſs Which 
ſhould mark a brother s and an unless : 
Fig conduct. a 


* . 


DANISH MASSACRE. 153 
conduct. Shake off then, my liege, this 
ſtupor; ſuffer not an ignominious peace 

to be concluded which will brand your 
name with infamy. Act for yourſelf, 
nor delegate authority ſo unlimited to 
hands that will wield a rod of iron 
over your innocent ſubjects, or employ 
it in rendering your government infſa- 
mous, tyrannical, and a reproach to 
him who could tamely reſign privile- 
ges ſo precious.” „ Silence, thou 
bold infringer on the liberty of ma- 
jeſty. Dare you, who are a lawleſs 
murderer, a priſoner - eſcaped from 
juſtice, ' a raviſher of a noble prin- 
ceſs, — dare you thus impudently vi- 
olate . Dare, thou proud duke: 
Aye, Guiderius dare appear where 
Streou would tremble to be ſeen.— 
What is thy courage but ferocious 
FS _—_— ? 
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_ cruelty? What thy pretended. ſub- 

miſſion but a fawning ſpecious beha- 
viour, under which thou cloakeſt the 


blaſeſt deſign? Stand forward, fir, and 


prove your right to confine a man who 
ventured his life to preſerve the delica- 
cy of the royal virgin, whoſe apartment 
you boldly entered. Stand forward, 
and prove the right you claimed to 
murder the noble Raulin.” « Juſtice, 
O king !” interrupted the mortified 
duke; © Juſtice I demand againſt this 
vile accuſer,” © Here then,” faid 
Guiderius, drawing his ſword, © take a 
noble revenge, if you think yourſelf 
injured. Let us retire, and upon e- 
qual terms diſpute the reality of that 
affection we bear to our country, our 
king, and his virtuous daughter. 
Come, ſir, we diſturb the royal pre- 
. ſence.” 
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ſence.” 4 Raſh men,” ſaid Ethelred, 
« T command ye ceaſe. Is it thus 
Lord Guiderius would prove his boaſt- 

ed allegiance ? What now prevents 

his immediate impriſonment but the 
regard I bear to his great qualities and 
high deſcent, though even that will be 
inſufficient to protect him, unleſs he 
can exonerate himſelf from the dread- 
ful charge of ſpiriting away his royal 
miſtreſs? But for the preſent ceaſe.” 
« No, my liege, I fear not the ſtrict- 
eſt enquiry into my conduct, anſwered 
the ſuſpected nobleman 2: « Your 
daughter is ſafe, but to you alone will I 

communicate the place ofherreſidence.”* 


The eager deſire Ethelred felt to 
become acquainted with Elfrida's ſi- 
tuation induced him to bear with Gui- 
| H 6 deris's 
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derius's heroic behaviour ; ; and the 
duke, who feared as much as he hated 
the gallant warrior, ſubmitted even to 

: temporize upon a ſubject where his 
love, his honor, and his ambition, 
were concerned; and ſoon Guiderius 
explained to Ethelred the whole of El- 
frida's reaſons for abſenting herſelf, 
Vith which, (fuch was his timidity and 
cowardice) he * farisfied for 

| the _ 1 ; 


The ſtorms, which at particular ſea- 
ſons render the navigation ſo dange- 
rous, and fo frequently interrupted, 
gave a fufficient reaſon to Elfrida ſon 
a ſilent interval of more than a month, 
during which ſhe heard nothing from. 
England; but the weather clearing up, 
and the winds ſubſiding, ſhe no longs 
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er could attribute her correſpondent's 
ſeeming negle& to a cauſe ſo natural. 
Her unremitted enquiries: brought no 
ſatisfaction; not a veſſel arrived to 
clear up her doubts or allay the anxiety 
which every day increaſed. He is 
gone, no doubt, ſhe. ſaid; he is 
fallen by the hands of our common e- 
nemy. Raſh and precipitate was the 
reſolution which threw him into that 
monſter's power. See, Winifred, that 
inhoſpitable ſhore, that we can -juſt 
diſcover from this hill, how fatal has 
it proved to the nobleſt commander 
that ever led the valiant Britons to 
battle. Here let me weep the loſs of 
friend, parent, and lover. No matter 
for the ſharp and cutting air: blows it 
fo keen, or bears it ſupk an edge as falſe 
and cruel men can inflict? But yon- 


Fa | der, 
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der, if my eyes do not deceive me, is | 

a ſmall white ſail. Look, Winifred, 

| ſometimes it is loſt in ſhade, and now 
che ſun gives it a ſnowy luſtre. It 
bears directly for the harbour. How 
quick it moves !—and now it comes 
round the point. Surely the veſſel, it 
_ wafts ſo ſwiftly, brings intelligence. 
The paſſengers are landing, Gracious 
Virgin, what means the confuſion they 
| are in? No packet for the wretched 
Elfrida.” * While ſhe was ſpeaking, 
a failor ſtepped from the little boat 
that conveyed them on ſhore. Wini- 
fred clapped her hands, © It is my 
grandfather !'* Her emotion called 
the old man's attention. He reſpect- 
fully accofted the princeſs, and deli- 
vered a parcel bf papers. She burſt 
into tears, terrified by the why 
of 


* 
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of his manner and his melancholy af- 


pet. * Say,” ſhe cried, «is my fas 


ther living? Edward bowed: « He 


zs, madam.” © Lord Guiderius. = 


« He too is well, dear lady.” * Well 
then, what has cauſed his long ſi- 
lence?” © Thoſe papers will inform 
my princeſs.” 


She tremblingly retired from the 
more, followed by her companion, 
and, when they had reached the hoſpi- 
table manſion, had ſcarcely power to 
examine a packet, which, from the 


bearer's myſterious manner, ſhe dread- 


ed might. contain ſome ſhocking in- 
formation. It was addreſſed to her 
by the object of her tendereſt thoughts. 


Her eye greedily caught a name ſo. , 
deſervedly dear, and the tear which. 


filled 


% 
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- filled it ſuſpended for a moment the 
| gratification of her curioſity; but, 
| when able to decypher the firſt part of 
Ks contents, what amazement, ſorrow, 5 
pity, and hatred, occupied her mind. 
She raiſed her hands to heaven, called 
for the avenging rod of juftice to fall | 
on a tyrant, whom neither juſtice or 
- humanity could bind, whoſe duplicity 
could be.equalled only by his pride, 
and who gloried in the forfeiture of 
the moſt ſolemn engagements. Vet, 
cned ſhe, checking the warm effuſions 
of a friendly ſpirit, © dare I direct Al- 
mighty vengeance where to dart its 
thunder? Heavenly powers, forgive 
the violence of a wounded heart, —O 
my father, my father, couldeſt thou 


wich cold complacency behold a+ deed 


fo horrible? Muſt I, muſt I bluſh 
. i to 
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80 pronounce the name of Ethelred ? 
Muſt I venture to fay "the  defcendent ; 
of the noble Alfred will diſgrace the - 
annals of his time ? Sweet iftired 
Athela, have all thy unexarnpled af. 


flictions terminated thus? What a 
dreadful ſpecimen of Britiſn honor !?. 
She then laid aſide the papers; took 
them up again, wept over the ſad a- 
fecting ſcenes which a fe ſhort :nwinths _ 


trophe which incloſed a long and ſad 
memorial of Athela's ſufferings, and 
which ſhe. had ritten in form of a 
journal, to impreſs. with a more lively 
force its melancholy truths upon a foul = 
chat needed Wen W of ita 
feelings. th 30 c ru roles; 
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108 bbs To Thy. PRINCESS 


- ELFRIDA- 
* 2 | 


The Gaal refolotion of a in 
di and unconſciouſly impelled 
by our common enemy, has at laſt 
med i its moſt tremendous venom upon 
. A nation, which has long abuſed that 
lenity it but little deſerved ; and 
while as 2 Briton I muſt rejoice in a 
conqueſt which in appearance promi - 
ſes a temporary tranquillity to my 
country, a dread of future conſe- 
quences, a tender feeling for thoſe who 
have been treacheronſly overpowered 
and blended in one common ruin, 
checks the * tranſports” of exultation, 
creaſes my hatred of the monſter who, 
delighting 
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delighting in blood, has involved the 
innocent. With the ma 


4 believe you are not jgnorant-of 
a deſign long ago intended, of totally 
| veral political reaſons had till now 
| ance I made to a negociation lately 
made, in which we have tacitly given 
ſelves ſubject to a tribute, the pay- 
ment of which will ever brand us wich 
nfamy. Thus I. argued, but to no 
purpoſe, Your father, habituated to 
a ſubmiſſion to Streou's advice and 
opinion blindly ſubſcribed to every 
ſcheme he fabricated; and no ſooner 
Vas the treaty ſigned, than in conjune- 
Ws tion 
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Hon-vith Hats, Genoril"of the Br. 


tin army, a miaſſacre took place, the 


repetition of which would freeze your 
gentle heart; and yet I have ſuch in- 
 relligence for my beloved Elfrida as 


thou beloved of my ſoul, Athela, your 
tend, the noble Dane, whoſe abſence 
you ſo long lamented, her whoſe fate 
| you ſo tenderly deplored; and who fo 
long ſtruggled in Mercia's toils, will 


lea e no material AiRinction 


7 between infidel and Chriſtian, whoſe 


glorious example ſtimulated the amia- 


ble heathen to renounce her falſe gods, 
and enabled her to ſubmit vith ke. 


tience to Heaven's a 
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thou to whom the deſolate and de- 
little gleam of comfort that has of late 
illumined her benighted/exiſtence, «the 
remembrance. of whom has blunted 
the 'barbed- ſting of calamity, and a 
prayer for whoſe happineſs has made 
a patt of every oraiſon ſhe has offer - 
ed to the bleſſed Virgin; — to ther ſhe 
lifts up her heart; to thee the dedi- 
cates the employment of thoſe gloomy 
hours ſhe is fated:to paſs in miſery: 
and O may heaven in mercy permit 
ner but once more to view the objects 
e ng 5 3 abs + endeared 
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endeared to her by nature and grati- 
tode, and then will ſhe contentediy 
cloſe thoſe, faded eyes in death, that 
are dimmed with inceſſant weeping. 
of thy parents* misfortunes, under 
what roof do ye now exiſt ?—or, ſnock- 


yet ſtruct at your innocent lives? Of- 
ten, fweeteſt Elfrida, will your ſuſcep- 
tible heart be pained by the flights of 
an imagination diſordered by calami- 
ty. Pity thenthoſe flights, and pardon 
the inaccuracies occaſioned by diffe- 

ations. Alas, can I ever forget the 
- facred tear of compaſſion that hung 


upon ycur pale check}==thoſe beams 


of pity which impreſſed their force up- 
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en my trembling boſom, when you. 
conſigned me to the awful chaſm whence 
I never expected to emerge? Me- 
thought, when I caught the laſt glimpſe 
of your ſnowy-garments, it ſeemed as 
the departure of an angel. Your laſt 
adieu was as my ſentence to laſting mi- 
ſery. And is ſhe vaniſhed from eyes 
that delighted to behold her?” J cried, 
„Am I indeed ſhut from all inter. 
nee ae Horrible! Oh 
ſtop, beloved Elfrida ! with. thee and 
my children I can brave all dangers,” 
I ſtood ſuſpended for a little time, and 
fancied I heard your voice. Winifred'g . 
too ſeemed to echo through the deep 
valley. I liſtened, and plainly heard 
the little door by which I had entered 
r was iner 
| 5 FE * | 


— 
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Preſſiblet I nue ue, me f ment 


of a rock, and wiped | Gp a. = 
fro my forehead, looked into 


gloemy hollow before me. on. 


ſupported me in that hour of  rertor-Þ “ 
The fon had pierced the buſhes bes 


trance of my ſubterraneous priſon.— 
My weakened eye could not dwell up- 
on the glowing orb; its influence was 
100 panful. « Farewell” I eried, 
farewell thou vivifying light, tat a- 
and luſtre, uſeleſs to me are thy bem 
ties mej who am about to ſeekſhel- 
ter from my foes in r ex cavern, 


4 1. 22 4 7 e 4 kt e LA TE ; h ere a 


in : 1 : * 
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where in — Te can WIE . 
n e 
A 4 _ a PO I 
aroſe almoſt breathleſs with fear, and 
a relief did the cheerful whiſtling of a 
happy ſhepherd bring! Plainly could | 
I diſtinguiſh the bleating of his little 
flock-that gently paſſed as it were a- 
bove my head. 1 even wiſhed to be- 
hold the face of ſimplicity, but the 
very atternpt was dangerous, and i 
It ſoom ceaſed. A ſolemn filence ſuc- 
ceedacl, broken only by the murmur- 
ing of diſtant waters. 1 contemplated 
the rough deſcent, and with a deſulto- 
ry pace moved onwards. Soon the 
rock el oſed over me, but the way was 
vol. 11. 1 ſmoother, 
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: mother, and not ſo rapid; nor was 
| quite ſo dark as I imagined, owing, as 


I have ſince ſuppoſed, to the reflec- 
tion of the ſun, which ſo _— 


more: heaveoly. now. te my fink 
ſoul, —a courage, induced by chat fa- 
- cred dependence which in this trying 
| Inſtant was the only ſupport of a de- 
| ſolate wanderer, deſerted and deſerting, 

plunging it might be into dangers ſtil 


worſe than thoſe I endeavoured to a- 


void, flying from a world which ſeemed 
to offer no permanent, aſſiſtance. — 
« Still, 1 cried, © there is a; hope 
bright enough to ſupply the, place of 


the radiant ſun, ſtrong enough to con- 


duct this weakened frame to the end 
of its pilgrimage. O then thou Om- 
niſcience, ſuffer me to cling to thee as 

e my 


«, 
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my ſtrong hold !” My prayer ws | 
heard. I went on cautiouly, and ſoon' 
yet would 1 not deſpair. Not che 
roaring waters, that by their ſound T 
concluded iſſued from the rock to the 
right of me, — nor the darkneſs that 
became almoſt total, could make me 
change my purpoſe. 


Still I proceeded, and from the dif- 
ficulty I met with found the path aſ- 
cended. 1 had not gone far when a 
round. The place was no wider tien 


to ſuffer me to walk upright; but 1 3 
was comforted. The light increaſec ß, 
and I advanced with a fearful kind or 


mn . the drops 
I 2 that 
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diſmal xeceſs. The laſt ſtep was par- 
ticularly ſteep, but, when I conquered 
it, the , cavern, opened. to à natural 
grotto, | or father cell. I looked 
through one ſmall. window, and found 
myſell incloſed among * and 
briers. 


Ah ! dear Elfrida, does not your 
ſuſceptible, heart. tremble. for a poor 
creature thus. bewildered ? Do you 
not in imagination follow me through 
Pathleſs woods and bogs, after I quits 
ted my confinement, which had no. 
other outlet by: which I could eſcape 
but the ſmall window before mention · 
od, where 1 could not ſtep. without 


finking anele- deep into the miry con- 
tence? In vain I liſtened ſor the 


human 
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human voice, in vain I looked round 
for a cottage or a hovel where I 
nila yy any Het ive pag 
garments. 


The little baſker your tenderneſs 
had ftored with grapes and bread for 
my refreſhment continued faſtened to 
my fide, but I could riot then partake 
mme friendly treat. Though fadigued 
beyond expreſſion, I forced my way 
through a thicket which lay between 
me and a vaſt heath, and ſoon cleared 
judge my feelings, wonder at the ſin- 
gularity of my fate. The broad heath 
lay before me. 1 took a wad "that 
winded fuddenly to the right, and be-. 
held, within a few paces, the manſion 
of Edrie Streou, the former priſoner 
I 3 — 
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of my little ones, the place where I 
laſt beheld my captive. huſband. 1 
turned melancholy and diſpirited to the 
woods I had juſt quitted, — horrid but 
ſafe abode of wretchedneſs. I looked 
forward at the ſtately palace. It was 
then near evening, the ſun was decli- 
ning. A warrior, attended by ſeveral | 
ſoldiers, came out of the houſe. It 
was the duke of Mercia, He came 
towards the ſpot: where aſtoniſhment = 
| had almoſt rivetted me. I ſtepped 
back; and got among the trees. They 
paſſed without ſeeing. me. What an 
eſcape | How my thankful heart 
ſwelled with gratitude to that preſer- 
vying Power who had fo ſingularly 

made a way for my deliverance! | - | 


— * * 
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- I chen tock contrary way” from . 
that which had led me into che danger, 
and with all the ſpeed my wearied 
body would permit, croſſed a little 
plain; and, turning into a narrow lane; 
beheld an ancient building, ſuch as 
we are told the Druids reſided in. It | 
was "compoſed of looſe heavy ſtones, 
whoſe weight kept them firm in their 
before it, and ſeveral: vaſt: oaks dark- 
ened the little windows.” It had an air 
of ſolitary. grandeur about it. Not a | 


creature was to be ſen bus a large d 
and . ; 


DANI 5 H MASS ACRE 


- AN | 
Unable to travel any longer, ven- 
tured, though within ſight of the pa- 
lace, to ſtop, ſurveying with the ut- 
| moſt- caution every entrance to this 


; I 4 | _ clumſy 
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quiecly to paſs. - I puſned de door 


petitly. A voice within ſaic fomne=- 
thing. 1 ſtood ſtill; when a venera- 
ble lady; whoſ& appearance anſwered 


waved her hand for me enter. Alas! 
evuld I do otherwiſe? There was 


- fothing repulſive Erection 


thing that militated againſt a foreiy 
er's opinion of Britiſh hoſpitality. A : 
glowing fire almoſt filled the ſpacious 
chimney. She pointed to a eat, and 
ſmiled a moſt enchanting welcome. 


'T was overcome, burſt into tears, and 


„ 
4 Fs & FA 
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My falſe Engliſh, which! time an 
attention had not yet oorrected, em- 
| ed to excite her curioſuy; but wich a 
generous politeneſs the -applied on 
to remove the evident diſtreſs 1 x- 
boured under; and I once more be- 
gan to breathe the air of freedom, 
fomething © my benefactreſa, giring 
her a {mall patket, which openings ſhe 
coloured, and ſpeaking with viſible a- 
Litation,. © What ! has he not yet dote 
"enough ?—I will not ſee him! I am 
content to live in this lonely obſcurity, - 
but will not give up that title which - 
is ratified in heaven. I af faden 
ſhe continued, turning to me, - 
Private troubles have made me rude; 
dut, leſt you ſhould blame my 
| wah, I will explain the cauſe, — | 
„ Tou 
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| You: doubileſs have heard the 1 
of chat duke who owns this part af 
England. Dear Elfrida, how I treiw- 
bled! She ſaw it. Yes, I per- 
ceive you know the man, due 
like me bare felt pe ac 


„ conltd: foibear no TAE! * nabe 
tin — yes, madam. The unfortu- 

nate ſiſter of Denmark's king - owes 
at her dev diftreſs to him.“ Ah, 
che monſter much have I been told 
of his baſeneſs te tliat noble ſufferer. 


0 xt. 
2101 3 + - 
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And are 'you” the royal” Gumilda'?-—- 


Tour confidence ſhiall not be abuſed. 
But alas I fear you will be diſco- 
verced. His power FE well know is a- 
: bove that of his deluded! monarch, 
ho for ſome reaſons, moſt painful 


to an affectionate heart, has. baniſhed 


= 
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his looful qucen Bertha, and now has 
ſent by his infernal emiſſary to com- 
mand me to quit the kingdom and re- 
ſign my title; but never will I con- 
ſent to a deed that ſhall reflect infamy 
on my ſweet Elfrida and her . 
brother,” — 


wy FI oy *% a 
: — 
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22 . 
ihne upon her knees, * My God,” 
he cried, 10 does my mother indeed 
exiſt? and have I been ſo. Gngularly 
wretched as to leave St- Frideſwald 
when a pleaſure ſo unexpected was pre- 
paring for me, for I might have found 
ber out in time. 0 my mother, my 
| imjured mother ! who ſhall, revenge 

thy cruel wrongs ? But I. will return 
to England: I vill find thee gut, and 
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we will weep together the miſeries 2 
father and a huſband leave ts to en- 
dure. It was ſometime before her 
Fpirits were calm enough to take up 
the memorial; the perafal of which 
furniſhed ſufficient cavſe ſor tears, 


ſighs, and the moſt heart affecting 
dave 0 * | 


| Beloved IPD my life, when you 
come to this part of my fad tory, how 
Will your heart be pierced to think 
© mother, fond and tender, has lived 
lonely, unattended, and forfaken ;—to- 
think how ſmall the diſtance was be- 
tween you, and yet you, remained 18 
norant of her mournful fituation.” Ah, | 
had you beheld the maternal tears 
that wetted her glowing cheek at this 
recolledtion, — — what anguiſh clouded 


4e Assel. Ir 
her fine aſpett, when, wiping wem off, 
and lifting up her eye to heaven, the 
continued, „Was it for this, O God, 
1 conſented to- live” in difhonourdble 
privacy, 2nd took a folemn oath at the 
altar of our bleſſed Virgin never to 
communicate the place of my refidence 
to any one, nor even to attempt to 
Tee my beloved offspring? To you, 
my illuſtrious vilitor, all this may ſeem 
| myſterious ; but Ethelred took advan- 
tage of my tenderneſs and timidity, * 
and perſuaded me that my ſon's inte- 
reft in the kingdom of Normandy de- 
pended upon his making his addreſſes 
to Emma, ſiſter of the duke of that 
ſovereignty: that de was tertain they | 
would be refuſed, and it would be a a 
good pretence for a war with that na- 
toy, which would enſure my Uttle 
| Edmund's 


— 
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Edmund's, claim, to chat crown,— 
Alas I I then thought we had enough 


at home to contend againſt, Edrie 
Streou was parks when th propel 
was made. Thus, madam,“ faid 
he, . you will, by ſecreting yourſelf 
for a little time, inculcate the notion of 
your, death, without which the im- 


£1 portant, demand cannot. be made.” — — 


Weak. ſhallow woman, not to perceive 


the intent of this ſcheme. Alas l too 
. -farally 1 conſented ; but, they could 


nat perfuade me to quit England, and 
the duke would then have me reſide 
with him: but I refuſed. He then 


found this place for a 
n e ee 


3 


8 
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what ſubſided. ch my pretended 
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| ſhipwreck ' occaſioned; chan che de- 
ceitful Echelred made a demand of the 
Norman princeſs ;-and, to my utter h 
ſurpriſe, the lady ſoon: came ever to 
England. 1 will not trouble you with 
my indignation and ſorrow at. a ſtep 
ſo vile, but they were to little purpoſe. 
Threats, commands, and entreaties, 
have hitherto kept me filent, but this 
new plot to induce me to ſign over 


my right has determined me to aſſert * 
n 


eee eee Another mef⸗- 
ſenger from the duke, importing his 
intention of calling upon her the fol- 
of thoſe powers fatigue had ſo much 
enfeebled. Alas! fo far from afford- 


244 : "MN 
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ing, 1 ee moſt e 
of querns, but I leave you with per- 
manent conſolation. Your child, your 
Elfrida, who hazarded every thing in 
|. preſerving her attachment to me, re- 
fides at St. Fridefwald. Haſten to 
her; the conduct of your foes renders 
your oath of no conſequence. Seek 
then that lovely child. ' On her pure 
boſom you may lean for comfort. Go 
eee Leet! e 
And has ſeem e AE hi bn 
eee ee yet vi- 
together, ani ſeparated at the end of 
101 the 


, 
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fiver to the duke for her abſence, as 
He choſe not to truſt her with the 6. 
cret of her flight. The hiſtory of 
our meeting and her ſuffetings I reiight. 
have omitted; but, ſhould any un- 
| foreſeen accident prevent her arrival, 
you will from theſe ſheets derive the 
fatisfaction of ee 85 * 15 
| 2 mother.” * 


W ö 
| Onice mote then behold the forfor 
Athela, deferted, alone, ai totally igro- 
rant what path to take: — not one ſtzrto 
light her devious feet, not one frietdly 
traveller to guide her onwards. No 
cottage” offered its ſheſtering. roof. 


nor a reve extended irs branches under 
which 


* 
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which 1 might ſhun che effects of 
pbeavy ſhower, which fell in torrents. 
What is that principle, implanted in 
us by nature that ſo ſtrongly induces 
us to. cling to every the moſt trifling 
ſupport of a,miſerable. exiſtence ? — 
Why in that diſmal moment could 1 
feel an innate ſomething that impelled 
me as it were to ſtruggle againſt a fate 
fo black. Cold, — tired, — ſick, — 
dreading the power of a wretch in 
whoſe domains L. was ſtill condemned 
to wander, — no certain aſylum in view, 
one eicher of, my own country or 
| this to whom I. dare apply? 
only hopes 1 could, dwell upon, ſo 
lender as almoſt to preclude poſſi- 
bility,—thar of getting to the ſea-ſide, 
or one yet  ſlighter,. though infinitely 
more pleaſing, —the tranſporting ane of | 
diet: © | meeting 
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meeting my huſband; yet in the very 
boſom of deſpair was I internally aſ- 
ſiſted, and ſtill kept on with feeble 
ſteps to ſeek ſome foundation for thoſe | 
hopes ſo amazingly encouraged, ſo 
unaccountably and ſlightly grounded. 
O Nature, thy prevailing attractions 
are not to be reſiſted, or how cou 
the wretched Athels avoid fing un- 
der fuch e eee 


| „eee Sandia... 
1 of awful 


flaſhes and unintermitted peals that 


ſeemed to burſt the clouds; but the 


tremendous illumination was of. ſome Th, 


ſervice, and I could perceive myſelf 

in a broad military road. To a 

would have been dangerous. I 

on. The ſtorm continued; a. ee 
| | was 
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was alarmed by the ſtriking of a clock. 
Another timely flaſh diſcovered at a 
ſmall diſtance the tops of chimneys, 
and the ſpire of a cathedral convinced 
me I was drawing near ſome city ; and, 
uncertain whether it might not prove 
more fatal than the lonely heath, I 

had ſome inclination to leave the road, 

and firike 1 into a n _ 


While I was IIS Gy began 

to dawn. The dempeſt ceaſed; the 

| birds checred me Vith theit firſt efforts 
to welcome the returning light, and 1 
leit a deſperate courage that induced 
me to ſeek the dwellings of ſocial 


7 - 1 : 44 21 ; . 7 
It was with the utmaſt pain I could 


reach the ſuburbs of Lancaſter, for 
7 Pp ſuch 
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ſuch I afterwards underſtood it be. 
An ancient widow woman, whoſe houſe 

| ſtop, and reſt. By her language 1 
found ſhe was a Dane. Her decent 
appearance and humane behaviour 
got the better of that reluctant fear 
which urged me at firſt to deceive her, 
and J diſcloſed the whole of my ſitua- 

tion to her. Worthy foul ! may eve- 
ry tear my calamitous tale extorted 
be ſanctified, and bring eternal bleſ- 


OG 


nder ae dance 1 fele- 1 
once more ſet up its ſtandard in my 
boſom. A pure delight, à rational 
expectation, fucceeds my late ſorrow. 
She bids me give way to the moſt 
eG: ſenſations. Her forthe 
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counterpart of his excellent mother, 
ſets out tomorrow for the capital, to 
learn, if poſſible, the fate of my be- 
loved huſband. He means to take 
St. Fridefivald in his way, and ſtop in 
the character of a pilgrim at the mo- 


naſtery, to aim at the diſcovery of my . 


: dear little ones. 1 would ſend this pa- 
per. by him, but ſhould it be found up- 
on him the conſequences may be ter- 


I walk out diſguiſed as a coun- 
try maid, with my revered hoſteſs 
but muſt do ſo no more. — The 
Britiſh ſoldiers have infulted us; for, 
though this city is inhabited by a num- 
ber of Danes, they cannot deny acceſs 
to thoſe Britons who wait, it may be, 
ſome convenient opportunity to root 
tem out. How my heart throbs for 

| 5 my 
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my poor countrymen! Every day 
brings intelligence of a victory at- 
chieved or loſs ſuſtained. My kind 


companion begins to expreſs maternal 


anxiety for her ſon, as we have. daily. 
freſh alarms. How will this dreadful 
| confuſion... terminate ! | The Danes 

have gained a ſignal advantage 3 but, 
while one part of the city expreſſes 
the utmoſt joy, others are . 


the * 


near che field of battle, 8 


ſuch an eager wiſh to ſhate the 
danger with thoſe who were enleared 
to him by national ties, that there was 


little doubt of his engaging in the ar- 


— 


1 
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tteſs, is this to be thy reward ? Have 
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duous talk. Alicia wrung her hands. 
My child,” ſhe ſays, my laſt and 
only comfort, the pledge of a fincere 
affection, ſhall I nere ſee. thee 
_ | 


Dear Alicia, kind attentive benefac- 


I communicated to thy maternal heart 
the pangs which haue ſo long lacera- 
ted mine? O that I could ſtop thy 


tears, —that I could inſpire thee with 


that hope which pure and ſacred Chriſ- 
tianity induces !——But Alicia is a Pa- 
gan. I tell her of a holy God whoſe 
She looks upon me with a cold fuſe 


picious eye, and oppoſes the tremen- 


dous diabalical attributes of Woden 
$4 ; 6 | to 
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to che worſhip of a deity whoſe cha- 
racteriſtics are nn love and gen- 
tleneſß. u N Fatt 211230: .40;. 


wo - 
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No accounts of her Gat; 
am not I the cauſe of that agonizing -- 
grief" ſhe! perpetually diſcovers=aliye 
to the moſt exalted impreſſions of thus. 

manity—ſhe opens her door to a.” 
| houſelefs' wanderer—offers a comfort- 
able reſidence to a weary diſtreſſed cb. 
hood t6'relieve'the anxiety ſhe ſo ten. 
derly p ad what is her reward 
a probability of being leſt without 2 
prop to ſuſtain a waſting life—ofibeing 
rendered exquiſitely miſerable by her 
for whom ſhe has ventured her Whole 
ſtock" of worldly: happineſ—well miay . 
the turn an impatient ear from the ar- 
vol. I, 5 guments 


- 
hui. 
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ons I would offer in favor of her | 
or credit from one who owes to me 
a calamity ſo heavy—O that I had pe- 
riſhed in the gloomy cavern rather than 
have preſerved a wretched exiſtence at 
a price ſo. heavy but what new afflic- 
tion occaſions yonder commotion in 
the ſtreets It comes this way ah thou 
devoted mother it is the corſe of thy 
ſan— where ſhall the ill-fated Athelia 
how is ſhe, who cannot help herſelf, to 
make phones ar ſuch en 


£4 
+ o& 


"Elfida—1; am OR 8 an in- 
formation too horrible to be credited 
and yet it is no new report — long ſince 
T had ſuſpected our nation was to be 
totally deſtroyed; and now the dread- 
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ful ſuſpicion is confirmed—ha, what is 
this they tell me—my huſband—my 
noble generous Raulin Rr. 
TRY by 0 one my foul almoſt ar. 


my little —— are Denmark's 
hoſtages the maſſacre is begun yes, 
it began with Raulin's death 2 x 
muſt all 3 to coiiplete d the * 
nary work. 


„ is 


Alicia has been with me with 
ſtreaming eyes ſhe execrates the gods 
who delight in blood—and fondly fan- 
cies her converſion may ſae her from 
future harms: miſtaken Alicia—none 1 
b none are more tried than thoſe 
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who own the God of Britain. Poor 
woman is thy faith ſo light, to be 
thus eaſily ſhaken—Look then on 


me—me, bom to, and enjoying for 


many years the advantages of great- 
neſs - See me the happy mother of 


three beauteous babes— The wife of 
—0 anguiſh inexpreſſible the wife 


of a noble general —favored alike by ' 


nature and fortune Could 1 have 


luppoſed a fate ſo ſad was ready to 
cruſh me with its weight was I not 


proud careleſs—and blind to the evils 
I deſerved—ſaw not the cloud that 


contained the noxious venom till it 


burſts upon our heads. Now—deprived 
of health, riches, even of a roof under 


Which I can enjoy a ſafe repoſe. 
My huſband ſlaughtered, my children 


who knows, perhaps O gracious pow- 


ers 


* 
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ers avert the doom deprecate; ; perhaps ; 


the murderer's ſword has reached your r 
harmleſs lives —well, even that, I muſt 


endure, but yet my belief is not ſtag- "i 


gared—No, tho' evils, worſe if poſ- 
ſible, than thoſe I have mentioned, | 
were to ſtrike at my peace, ſtill would 
I not give up the glorious privilege. 
Thus 1 talk, but this ſorrowing crea- 
ture attends not: ſhe turns from me, 
and points to the body of her ſon, 
and then bids me teach her patience; | 
forcible rhetorick, I have nothing more 
to oppoſe to it, firm in my own opi- 
nion 1 can only pray for her reſig- 
nation; alas—alas ! who will pray for 
me. Where is the ſpirit that bore me 
through ſo many difficulties |—it ſub- - 
fides—it ſinks—we feel, keenly feel 
the ſtroke, which through our belov- 
_ ed 


% 
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ed relatives reaches a ſuſceptible heart. 

Yet 3 is there a principle which teaches - 
| the wretch in priſon to accept his bread 
and water, to prolong a life reſerved 
perhaps for excruciating tortures; and 
equally inſtructs us to ſhun the blow 
that threatens to deſtroy us. Is it ſelf. 
love! is it ſelfiſhneſs ! who can deter- 
mine. Thus I, who have loſt a gallant 
huſband, who am prognoſticating the 
martyrdom of my infants, even I, am 
concerting an attempt to ſhun the fa. 
vage deſtroyers of my race. What diſ- 
treſs prevails in every part of this city! 
thoſe natives who have formed con- 
nections, or cultivated friendſhips with 
my devoted countrymen, are now aſ- 
ſiſting them to ſhun the impending . 
ruin. To morrow is the feſtival of St. 
en to- morrow I hope to in- 

| troduce 
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troduce my deſponding friend to the 
diſmal cavern: I ſo lately explored, 
where ſhe means to depoſit her little 
ſavings, and where we hope to find a 
corner dry enough to paſs ſome days 
in. She weeps at leaving the unburied 
corpſe of her ſon—ſhe ſhudders at che 
picture I have drawn of that melancho- 
ly place, but the appearance of the fol- - 
diers, who this morning entered the ci- 
ty, quickens her motions—how- their 
numbers increaſe; they have taken poſ- | 
ſeſſion of the cathedral, che churches, 
and the market place ahl what a fatal 
fierceneſs lowers on their brows—Ib 
is almoſt night, the weather is ſerene- 
ly beautiful we have no moon, but 
ſplendor. Preſerve, O thou omnipotent 
ou two wandering ſufferers, and 

K 4 lead 
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lead us fately through the pathleſs 
woods turn aſide the roaming wolf, 
or ſtill more rapacious ſoldier, con- 
duct us to our ſubteraneous habitation, 


and ſheltered in the bowels of the earth 
may we experience thy divine protec- 


* 
tion. 
. 
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- -  Blaſpheme not, Omy fellow creature, 
but ſubmit with patience, * for is not 


© thy lot the lot of thouſands. Elfrida, I 


have a preſentiment thou ſhalt yet ſee- 


this paper; and fince J am not denied 


the means, will yet continue my diſmal 


employment. Fain would I inform you 


of my fituation, but poor Alicia, ſhe is 
fo/impatient I muſt try to conſole her—' 


ſhe defies my utmoſt efforts, but hadſhe 
my cauſe for grief how ſhe flies to the 


Vikas ſplendid. priſon, weeps, 


F N tf. — 
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rings her hands, calls upon Thor, 
Freya, Woden —weak woman—they - 
hear thee not, or if they do, their trade 
is blood; mercy delights them not; 
look up with me then to a nobler pro- | 


tector, or proſtrate on the floor acknow- 


ledge thy reliance on the bleſſed virgin, 
who can intercede for thee and me. 
What ſpeechleſs anguiſh informs her 


look ; exhauſted, overcome, ſhe droops 


in ſilence, ſleep ſeizes on her, and a 
happy forgetfulneſs takes place of the 


ravings of deſpair. Now then let me 


try to arrange the materials of my fad. 
ſtory ; liſten my friend, or rather attend 


to Athelia's ſorrows ; ſcarcely had we 


leſt our dwelling when a ſudden light 


from the city induced us to look back, 
and we perceived from ſeveral parts 


of it a moſt frightful conflagration; | now, 


py 
N . z * 
3 


Kʒ 5 ſaid 


202 DANISH MASS ACRE. 
ſaid Alicia, the infernal work is begun. 
' O Madam, hear you not the ſhricks and 
exclamations of our dying countrymen! 
I did indeed, Elfrida, but it was not a 
moment to indulge fruitleſs reflection: 
driven by the apprehenſion of an equal- 
I/ cruel fate, we ran forwards, and con- 
tinued our ſpeed till nature required a 
pauſe; when ſitting down on a large tree 
which was lately felled, we turned a me- 
lancholy look back, the flames were yet 
perceivable, and by the reflection their 
fierceneſs gaye to the clouds which had 
ariſen ſince we ſet out, there was no 
doubt but the ruin was univerſally felt. 
Sick with terror we again aroſe and was 
going on, when we heard a tumultuous: 
| noiſe as of a purſuit—it came nearer; 
fearful of being involved in the deſtruc- 
tion which we plainly found was ready 


to overtake ſome poor fugitives, hd 
had vainly attempted- to elude” theit 


foes, we turned aſide ; they paſſed with> 


out ſeeing us, but the ſoldiers deteti- 


ned not to loſe their prey, croſſed the 


path we had taken. Sweet Elfrida, how! 


often through this narrative will you feel 
for your friend! but is there a part of my: 


woeful tale that calls louder for our 


| commiſeration than this; will not youy 


heart tremble for me when I tell you the 
victorious Britons diſcovered and ſe= 
curing us, we were conveyed to their 
General, who headed the party! yes, 
deareſt Elfrida, their general was Edries 
and muſt I for once commend his hu- 
manity! muſt I ſay, that bur for him we 
had been immediately ſacrificed ;; what 


could induce him to bid them ſtoꝑ their 


hands, and convey" us to. ls pains 
51 K6 


204 DANISH MASSACRE: | 
| he knew me not—incapable of ſpeeck 
|  Icouldnot; however willing, declare my 
a tea tpn ; 
[quay loudly informed him who 1 
78 was, imploring for my ſake ſhe: e 
bed protected weakly ſuppoſing he 
would compaſſionate me who had al- 
ready ſuffered ſo much; without deignn- 
ing an anſwer he only repeated his 
command, to guard us ſtrictiy to a 
manſion I had hoped never mort to 
enter, and then galloped off with a 
detachment pix followers; ba — 
| tek than W h | 
began to exclaim, in the moſt indiſereet 
manner, againſt thoſe whb had captured 
us. Her reproaches, which they could 
not well underſtand, excited only the 
rudeſt mirth, vhich continued till we 
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reached this ſtately priſon, when her 
| ſurpriſe at the magnificence ſhe had 
never before beheld, ſtopped for a mo- 
ment the torrent of impatient grief. 


The noble room to which we were con- 2 


ducted excited freſh wonder, but it ſoon 


ſubſided, and her terror increaſed when 
our guards withdrew, and ſhe heard 
them draw the ſtrong: bolts that were 


too long ſubject to ſuch inhuman treat- 
ment, and too deeply impreſſed by ſor- 


row, yet more exquiſite than impriſon- 


ment could produce, 1 quietiy ſubmit- 


ted to what raiſed her fears almoſt to 
madgeſs; but when unable to find ex- | 


preſſions adequate to her feelings, the” 
ſunk upon the couch; I felt a tempo-: 


rary relief from my ſufferings, in the ; 


TOON hers— but methinks” "A 
hear 


* N. 3 « 
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hear the tread $081 ee the'ourward: | 


the awful Lond of this alte, weird 
with the trade of blood, is returned to 
ſeek a tranſient repoſe. But can he 


enjoy the renovating bleſſing of ſleep, 
| whoſe ſoul is loaded with a thouſand 


crimes, each black enough to fully 4 


character, otherwiſe faultleſs. will not 


the forms of thoſe he has murdered, 
fill every idea, and exclude the calm 


of hope, of. tranquil reſt! no his feel- 
ings, callous to emotions of humanity, 
reſiſts the ſweet effort of tender ſenſi- 


bility, and experiences no difference 


between the ſhrieks of diſtreſs, or the 
ſhoutings of tumultuousj joy. Raulin, 
thy noble demeanour, thy gallant be- 


haviour, thine undaunted language, 


. I doubt not, his cowardly 


revenge, | 
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revenge, and ſatisfied it with your 
bl | R \ . | | le. 


%. 


rendering Lancaſter and its environs a 


2 ſcene of deſolation, he returned, without 


one wound to impreſs a ſenſe of retri- 
bution on a mind that will reje& every 
awakening reflection, till enforced: by 
ſome deep, heavy, calamity. - Elfrida, 
wonder at the inſcrutable operations of 
that deity you taught me to adore! who 
changes, by one unforeſeen act of mer- 
cy, the imprecations of the injured in- 
to bleſſings - yes, bleſſings on the Duke 

of Mercia —bleſſings, did I ſay, on the 
murderer of Raulin, treacherous heart, 
canſt thou for one moment forget, let 
me reflect—alas! I retract, I cannot 
bleſs, and yet, I dare not curſe. art 
r „This 


_ faid Edrie, you fee I am not always 
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| -This morning my attempts to con- 
ſole my companion, who awoke only 
to a ſtronger ſenſe of miſery, was inter- 
rupted by the unbolting of our priſon 
doors; for it is a priſon, though hung 
with the richeſt tapeſtry, ſince we are 
reſtrained by compulſion from quitting 
it, Alicia ſtarted, ran to me, it flew 
open, the Duke entered, followed by 
oh l extacy, my ſoul is fick with the 
conflicting paſſions of joy and ſorrow ; 
_ Elfrida, he was followed by my father- 
leſs children—ah, could I look upon the 

dear captives I had forſaken ! could 
5 ſay, your father lives no longer, you are 
left in the gripe of a tyrant.— Oh ! how. 
they contended for the firſt embrace, 
the firſt maternal kiſs. There, madam, 


af 25 3 of oy judge, if for this | 
r preſent 


Ly 
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preſent I do not deſerve 3 your thanks. 


Thanks, Elfrida, to the man he bad 
robbed my children of a parent and 
yet could J refuſe them to the n 
of my remaining, comforts, but I could 
not ſpeak, I could only liſt up my 
hands, and alternately claſp the lovely 
creatures to my boſom; even the bitter 
exclamations of my fellow ſufferer was: 
ſilenced by a, ſcene ſo affecting : the 
duke ſoon left us, and I wept, with my 
pretty infants, the loſs, we had mutually. 
faſtened... But what aſtoniſſting intel⸗ 
ligence is communicated by my eldeſt 
treaſure — that you left. Se Fee SY 


of a blow which the Duke obliged Cu- 
derius to give in your defence, and that 
ſoon after; your departure, a female pil- 
Ps: e ſee you and 

:I1GKS Di Neu 25 45 213% when | 
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when they informed her you were gone 
ſhe fainted away, but that the Abbeſs 
ſhewed her great kindneſs—O myun- 
fortunate friend, that! pilgrim was your L 
mother, and ſhe arrived juſt one hour 
too late; ſo ſays my ſweet pratler, who 
little Raulin, and her ſiſter, were con- 
fined till you had quitted St. Frideſwald, 
and on che ſucceeding evening, they 
' were conveyedd to this place; but added 
the pathetic pleader, you will never more 
leave your poor children—et üs go to 


Denmark! let us go to my uncle! wil! 


he not rejoice to ſee us! pray mother 
don't ſtay here, you cannot think how 
diſmal this place is; and they tell me 
ſuch terrible things about our poor eoun- 
trymen, I cannot ſleep of a / night for 
1 ugly Duke terrifies us beyond expreſſi- 
| 0 on, 
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on, he frowns, and bites his lip ſo at us. 
It was but yeſterday he ſaid to his favo- 
rice ſquire, © Theſe brats, Geraldus 
they are in my way to glory — 1 am 
| ſure mother he ſpoke falſely, for we ne- 
ver like to go near him. O how I 
wept over the innocent babes dont 
weep, my mother, continued ſhe, but let 
us depart, our uncle Sweyn will ſupply 
the place of my poor father. Your un- 
cle, no—no my child, we are ſacrificed 
to his intereſt—then let us go to Lon- 
don and find out our Tweet Princeſs II 
was almoſt ſuffocated with grief, how 
could 1 tell her my apprehenſions! the 
ſympathizing angel wept with-me with- 
out knowing the extent of her danger; 
for what could the Duke intend. by 
that cruel apoſtrophe to his ſquire 
alas, would be but grant us liberty, we | 


© 
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would not interfere with his glory.— 


- Surely our native cquntry would afford 
ſome obſcure corner to ſit down, and 
reflect upon the wretched fate that had 
left my children nothing of all this vaſt 


world, but the ruined property of their 
widowed mother. Alicia N 
me with a material queſtion—how can 
J anſwer it! how can I fay when, were, 
or in what manner are we to be diſ- 
1 of! ſne bids me uſe my influence 


e the Duke 3 my is kr: 


har men of — reſtores my 


fax ſeparation m more eile. x) tht 
111 is. \ finiſhed— r no not t finiſhed, fot 
4 80 we hive. O, my betrayed country- 
men, ye bave all ſhared the fate of your 
ws | gallant 
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gallant general. Yeſterday was the 
feſtival of St. Priee, a day marked in tlie 
calendar of fate, for the extinction of all 
my unhappy nation, whom vengeance 
till then had ſpared. My terrified com- 
panions fly to their helpleſs mother, 
they throw themſelves into my arms 
and aſk- protection — protection hat 
a demand] Alicia too ſinks at my feet 
and bids me ſeek the Duke. No need 
of that, he comes comes Elfrida wit 
the haughty brow of a conqueror, the 
martial ſtride of a confidant victor. 
Ah, had you ſeen us, my friend, on the 
entrance of this vile man; my beauteous a 
daughter her ſweet goldem ringlets 
ſpread in wild diſorder over her fore- 
head and ſhoulders —her delicate hands 
claſped with eagerneſs—her lovely face 
pale as mountain ſnows, advanced ſe- 

. „ 
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veral ſteps towards him—he looked 
| ſteadily at her my ſecond treaſure fol- 
lowed, holding her ſiſter by the gar- 
ment, as if ſhe feared to loſe her—my 
little Raulin clinging round his parent's 
neck, while humbled to the ground, I 
waited on my knees the decree I mo- 
mently expected; Alicia, drowned in 
tears, fled to the door, beyond which 


| the could not ſtir—the lovely girl, who 


W gg bead me 
| had her er bn COONS” ? 


1 en Edie Steou knew the ok 
touch of pity, it was when Adelina; lift- 
ing up her head, and perceiving che 
Duke almoſt cloſe to us, laid her hand 
upon the tremendous weapon he wore 


by 
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by his fide, and almoſt breathleſs, cried, 
Take away—+O. Duke, take away 
that weapon, for did it not kill my fa- 
ther, and do you not mean to kill my 
mother with it too.—0 the bleſſed | 
creature, I ſee her yet yet hear her ſo- 
lemn affecting voice. I come not ſaid. 
he to add to your terrors, prepare im- 
- mediately to accompany me to Lon- 
don the King expreſſes. an inclinati- 
on to ſee his hoſtages. —to. London 
che ſcene of my huſband's martyrdom 
perhaps, introduced to your father, 
Elfrida, on the very ſpot defiled by 
Raulin's blood. The reflection was 
awful, but its importance none but my 
widowed heart could feel. Alicia ſound 
her hopes revive in this intelligence, 
and when our gaaler left us, gave Way 
to the moſt extravagant indications of 

EY 5 her 
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her joy—even the ſon of her age was 
for an inſtant Mey e pe We 
an inſtant. | N Ein i ec 12 
t oi en eee 
F 0 ee ived ſhe had fo 
ſuddenly. reached the concluſion of 
Athelia's journal, the felt a foreboding 
reluctance to go on with Guiderius's 
narrative, which immediately followed 
her poor friend's melancholy accounts, 
but inured as it were to ſhocking ſcenes 
and mournful recitals, ſhe wiped away 
her tears, eee e * 
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was to be met wich, 
Ge ped; _> con- 


went of Sweyn in chis Bagrane violation 
of the treaty; nee che ihiooes, ocent- hat 
been confounded with the guilty—T fay 
wil, or e Dan pride ane. 
| Verb, provoking the. moſt pracefut of. 
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vs bo a vit of retaliations;yet. the pu· 
niſhment was by no means, juſtifiable, 
1 -e page: 
——.— theigood elſe of Stre- | 
ou's r 1 A: er | 
fury, aint 0 an 
2. Plan for, an TN 


my hopes and, intentions were ben 
| deſtroyed by 1 the Duke's arriyal; your | 
farher immediately communicated my 
ſentiments to his favorite, who received 
thera with ſo much ſcorn and open indig- 


_ 


nation, as conyinced me how vague and 
futile. were Rr had: for- 
med. g Str HM f mnie 1055 trazel 
d e bin = 1 oa 10. 8 ling | 
On the, following morning. 1 as | 
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of holding a correſpondence with Swe- | 
yn's ſiſter ; your lamented Athela who 
Dilke's train a e erben 4a 
to be dd d cps 
manded if ſhe was to confront me, and 
ftrengthen by her concurrence, the 
charge brought againſt me, (but this 
was merely an invention to try, as I ima- 
gine, if they could enſnare me from my 
anſwer,) and then turning to Ethelred, 
reſpectfully aſk'd the name of my ac- 
cuſer ; needleſs was a queſtion which the | 
confuſion viſible in your father's con 
tenance explained; L looked at the Duke 
— he attempted to ſhun the ipveſtigni- - 


on of an injured-man. Judge, Madam, | 


how critical was my ſituation, and how- 
difficule to eſcape from a danger, the 


Lok L 2 more 
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more certain, as it originated with a 
| fierce; treacherous coward, in whoſe 
hands your deceived father was but an 

| inſtrument to ſanctify the moſt horrid 
_ achgns ; indeed I often wondered at the 
| liberty I enjoyed fince my return from 
Ireland. Convinced, from the experi- - 
| ence 1 had of Edrie's villainy, I could 
viour: but the myſtery was now to be 
unravelled, and his character to receive 
an additional weight of ignominy. 


The affecting objects of his unpre- 
cedented hatred, were now to appear 
pathetic deſcription, and tho conſcious 
every ſucceeding line muſt be fraught 
; with freſh incitement for your averſion 

to the Duke; I cannot help attempting 
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o deſcribe, as it preſented iche to me, 

the ſolemn ſcene. | Youdoubtleſs, Ma- 

dam, remember that wvfuldignity: your- 
friend poſſeſſed, which nat the cruelleſt 

deprive ber af. This dignity yet un - 

 iropaired, ſtruck at ber entrance, the 


which. the ſable hue of her flowing gar: 
ments, and tranfparent veil, contribu- 
chamber among che common atten · 
dants, till Edrie Streou ſhould order her 
admiſpon. A noble ſenſe of tlus incig 
ent tint, which ſoon gave way when the 
entered, to the moſt: deadly paleneſ - 
| The fweet Adelina, hung upon her mo- 
ther's arm, her artleſs eyes, in wich 
en Lz the. 
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the tears were ſwelling, fixed on the |. 
 maternalface; your pretty favorite Rau- 
kn, claſped her robe, while his other 
fiſter was conducted by. che aged wo- 
man Alicia; they advanced lowly to the | 
foot of the throne, and knelt to your 
father, who turned away his face, to 
hide a tear. Who but Edrie could be- 
hold them unmoved! After paying 
this. neceſſary obedience, Athela aroſe, 
and was about to ſpeak. Tou are not 
come hither, Madam, faid the Duke to 
plead a cauſe, to which no Briton can 
allow any merit. It was in compliance 
with our fovereign's will, you were com- 
ceeded every attempt to delineate my 
cauſe, ſhe cried, with a deep expreſſive 
tone of voice! Oh, Streoul—well you 
1 5 Ek N 
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a know, who has given it all its bitterneſs; ; 
once more madam, I counſel You, be 
filent. | 7 


What! in this preſence dare you « com- 
mand Sire —and ſhe addreſſed the 
King! Land my children are Denmark's 
hoſtages—cheerfully | I offered myſelf | 
and family, as mediators between two 
mighty courts we gave ourſelves up 
as hoſtages—but are detained as priſo- 
ners yet have 12 right to ſpeak, even 


here; then kneeling—great King, be- 
hold theſe children —behold their wi- 


dowed mother! deprived of a noble fa- 
ther, a gallant huſband; ye aſk for zul 
tice on his murderer; there he ſtands, 
glorying in the horrid deed. What ha- 
tion will hereafter eriter into treaty with 
Britain, if ſuch a breach of faith ig nt 

revenged? Who can paint the Duke's 
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amazement at this unexpected accuſati- 
on; all the fierceneſs of unſatisfied re> | 
venge, glared in his eye; he put his 
hand to his ſword, and advanced two 
ſteps; ſhe obſerved the action, and 
looking at him with a fearleſs kind of 
Leſparation; and in an attitude, ſimilar 
0 the valiant Baadicea's — Mercia—1 
fear thee. not thou dare not perform 
the intention of thy treacherous foul— | 
Ino I muſt die my children too 
muſt die—but mould thou dare to 
execute in this preſence, the atirocious 
act; even Ethelred would puniſir thee 
for i it. Four father gazed. upon her 
with aſtoniſhment, jet did not ſeem dic 
pleaſed.—— Terrified, at their mother's 
{ſpirited behaviour, her daughters clung 
about her. % Fear not,” ſhe faid 
: Wd Fan menos ſafe, ha 


— 
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have I bowed before his 1 n N * 


 nought !—it was a revenge, my ſoub de- 
lighted in; and yet how dangerous to tha 
injured lady. Come my freer loves, the 
father's murderer. O, no my mochet 
faid the trembling Adelina, let us ra- 
ther implore protection from his wrath:} 
ſee how dreadful he looks cannot 
bear the ſight, fave me deareſt mother 
from his power. Like lightning the- 
black enough, the enſuing: ſcene... He 
N Ls darted 


* 
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Fe darted forwards, fixed his eye upon her ; 
- like the vulture intent on his prey; and 


ed her ivory neck —gladly will you ex- 


cuſe a particular deſcription which I, a at 


warrior, inured to deeds of death, feel 
myſelf unequal to; and yet reluctant as 1 

feel to go on, and keenly as your ten- 
der ſoul muſt be pained, it may per- 
haps be neceſſary to be explicit, as it 
may be a means to tranſmit to poſterity 
tranſactions, that will render the name 
of Mercia, obnoxious to all who hear it, 
Connected with a recital ſo black. The 
| wretched Athela perceiving his intent, 


graſped the devoted victim with incon- 


Cradle ſtrength, [ſtamping with an- 
guüſh, and exclaiming, Barbarian, ſpare 
| my child—Ethelred, King, father of the 
4 tender A ſave my Adelina -O | 
551 7 . God! 


— 
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God, ſie dies! and then holding up the 
bleeding facrifice in her arms (forT need 

not tell you the fatal low was given) 

| ſhe went on, ſpeak my Adelina-Lone 
Ibock one Lift look to ſtrike the mur- 

deter's foul with never ceaſing patigs— 
one tender glance to give thy mother 
coutage to bear the completion 'gf her 
miſeries. Look at this face, deteſted 
wretch! —view the heavenly counte- 
nance that ſmiles forgiveneſs even in 
death. Forgive him not my Adelina! 

what a cold dew hangs upon her po- 
 Hhed' forehead how the pallid lips 
tremble ] Interrupt me not (for the 
guards offered to take her child from 


her) ye ſnall not touch her, ſhe ſhelf dle 
in thoſe arms that could not ſave her. 


** now e upon the plies ſtill 
PERK 13 160  / graſp 2 
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|  paſping che precious object of het di- 
wactian, and in ſulent grief watched he 
chbisg reſpiration of her pure breath. 
Wulle che ſuffering parent was thus em- 
ployed, 1 recovered in ſome degree from 
the ſhock my powers had almoſt ſunk 


under; and flying to the canſe, of all ; 


this woe, would have facrificed him im- 
mediately to Athela's . wrongs; but 
Ethelred who had ſtepped from his 
throne to ſympathize with the tortured 
parent, prevented. the ſtroke I aimed, 
and. averpowered by the ſoldiers, I was 
obliged to relinquiſh my intention, but 
vas . ſuffered to wait the iſſoe of . this 
vanced to Edrie and reproached him in 
the ſevereſt terms, for the action he had 

committed in his preſence. Unhappy 
Echelred, how powerleſs even in an in 
LES | 25 ſtance 
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ſtance which ought to have moved his 
arm againſt a wreich. who regarded ws. , 
his wenaces; but fing a. gloomy look 
vpon che Countcl— appeared to. enjoy 
_ a malignant Pleaſure, in contemplating | 
her ſotrows. Alicia, who had taken 
; Fans add * ae 
rs ber n * 


She Cn Aliciat the evi 
ſhe would have ſhunned came in full | 
force; he immediately ſens'hi3 to join 
her ſlaughtered countrymen—but the 


innocent. children ran back to their ma- 


ther, Who was now in a tate of furious 
infanity—ſhe ſtarted up, let fall her 
precious burthen, who had juſt then re- 
ſigned her breath, and puting them be- 
n . bind 
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hind her, fixed her hands in her OW 
: diſhevelled locks; an d- leoking wildly 
bund Gho fad tre offered eo help 
me, did not ſome one attempt to hin- 
der the tyrant—where is he?” and tear- 
ing off large ringlets of her Hair, ſhe 
threw. them on the ground, practiſing 
various acts of madneſs; he ſtobd me- 
ditating for ſome minutes; as if waiting 
"= her return to ſenſe, that he might again 
* pierce her heart with ſome new cala- 

mity. Bear her: off} ſaſd Ethelred, 1 

cannot Idök upon ker grief. Crueß, 

| Edrie, what have you done for thoſe 

: that: held her could ſcarcely reſtrain her 
from ſome deed of violence; and While 

ey were endeavouring to force her 
from the audience chamber;-ſhe ſud- 

denly regained a tranſient recollection 


tat! | | ex- 
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exclaimed, 1 call upon thee, © Eurie | 
Streou, to anſwer for thy diabolical i in 
humanity; re revenge is ar hand—iv Tones 
in a horrid form—it will deſcend in 
ſhowers of blood. No more, ſaid the 
facrificer, of thefe womaniſh threats 
what is thy family more than thofe w 

have already fuffered ; have - not-every 
' Briton ſworn the deſtruction of thy na- 
tion; even our King, who can be ſo ea- 

fily wrought upon by weak exclamati- 
ons, has he not already ſacredly vowed 
to deſtroy ye all. Oh, what an exe- 
erable action followed theſe words 
yes, beloved Elfrida, he caught the 
poor innocents, who had followed their 


mother, and in one hilint made hey „ 


childleſs. 0 1 
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whoſe eompaſſion would nat ſuffer 
then to hurt her delicate frame could 
hold her, when the. aw thera ſinking 
in death he ruſhed upon him, caught 


: the ſacrilegious arm by which they had 


fallen; her eyes, almoſt blazing with 
fary—ſavage, the cried, finiſh thy work, 
and with the other hand tearing her bo- 
ſom—ftrike, infernal, deep' to my heart, 
that I may once more ſieep in peace; 
and chen looking upwards—heavenly 
powers, inſpire, Sweyn, my negiectfol 
beother, with reſolutions of the keeneſt 
vengeance!—why do you not ſtrike, 
Streou, why do you not prevent myfar- 
ther curſes; do my execrations pleaſe 
you? well they may, but why need 1 
curſe —ſoon will deſolation ſtalk thro- 
this/guilty land, ſoon ſhall the widowed 
| 8 


and the childleſs adopt my language 
with Britiſm blood. Fathers, huſbands, 
 —execrable exulter, ſhall linger out 
an exiſtence made miſerable by ſcorn 
poverty, and the ſtings of a nevet-· dx 
ing conſcience; if the ſword of. my] 
countrymen, hould ſpare a life. 40 
dreadful; come, ſtrike, prevent my 
prophecy, | What ſtill enjoy my we 
rows. Well then, look there, look down 
Streou; look at thiat ſtreaming blood | 
does it not call far vengeance ? O how 
thoſe crimſon ſpots will ftam thy guil- 
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far ance be merciful; nor fear the chat. * 


ming attribute will take from the mes 
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cube leite Sieg eas 
; leſſen your crimes: This then may add 
10 dem, ſad the monſteri=Bleſſed, 


ſhe cried, as he drew the ree king wea- 


pon from her boſom—bleſſed ſtroke 
that ſends me to join a martyred huſ- 


band and his offspring lay me by my 
children; let us mingle the pure ſtreams 
together poor Alicia too. Streou, I 


am a chriſtian! the remembrance of 


that calms my rage — ſooths my dy- 


ing moments, and teaches me to for- 
give, even thee— Les, I now retract 


the ebullition of rage. Though thou 
didſt murder my huſband; though thou 


haſt robbed ine of life; though thou f 


didſt cut down thoſe pure flowers of 
human nature, and could ſee the lovely | 
bloſſoms wither, without one compaſ- 

Lonate bg; yet, e for them 
91771 f 5 and 
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pent!l remember, thou canſt not live 
always; and, O, may thy 1. breath 
evaporate, ene mine. 

| Groans, Fghs, tears, ſucceeded this 
cataſtrophe, her death ſeemed to wa- 
ken indignation and pity in every 


breaſt—your farher, honor him for 155 


what followed, my beloved lady; 3 your 
father ruſhed on the murderer, and had 
his ſtrength equalled his will, Edrie 
Streou had, upon the ſpot; forfeited a 
life ſo full of guilt ; but he eluded the 
ſtroke, and turned ſuddenly to quit the 
preſence — — Follow him exclaimed the 
King, ſeize him, puniſh) the villain.” 


Ah! ! Elfrida, had caſe Sides been 
given one hour ſooner, his ſoul had 
not been quite ſo much polluted, nor 
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 Athela, and her a ſo n 


The ſoldiers, who. bad by main 
ſtrength prevented. tne from doing a 


deed, which my ſoul burned to execute, 


now let me free to purſue the very 


monſter, they had ſo lately obeyed; 
but the guards without, who knew 
' not . the cruelties he ad committed, 
and Who were moſt of them Merc! ans, | 
hearing his application ro them for pro- 
reftion, , Covered his retreat beyond the 
power of purſuit ; and left us to lament 
the ineffectual attempts, we had made 
to chaſtiſe the villain ; we returned to 
the theatre of death, and conte mplated 
the diſturbed countenance of the nable 
matrony who was juſt breathing her laſt, 


ſighed 
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ſighed buterly, ſtooped to kiſs the de- 

licate hand of your murdered friend; 

| tears were in his eyes —nay, he wept; 
I would not interrupt him; he turned 
from me, and ſpeaking rather inwardly 
« Elfrida, O my beloved”, ſaid he, 
© how have I injured thy gentleneſs by 
endeavouring to force thy conſent to 
wed ſuch a monſter; forgive me, O. 
forgive thy unfeeling facher, who can- 
not forgive himſelf! well might thou 
fly the preſence of a parent, who could 
blindly prefer thy intereſt, .to- that of 
ſuch an execrable being” and then com- 
ing towards me, *Guiderius, how ſhall 
I reward that courage, honor, and af- 
foction, which induced thee to defend 

my daughter, to ſave. her from laſting 
miſery, and to preſerve che noble maid 

inviolate!] there is only one amends, and 
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"the mut make it”; Theſo were your | 
father's words Elfrida, they were the 


_paſport that opens to me the proſpect 


- of exquiſite; happineſs; I knelt, but 


could not ſpeak. |- No thanks, my 
ſon, ſaid he, attribute what 1 have now 


aid to the regard pay to diſintereſt- 


ed merit; - henceforth be my counſellor 
and my friend; and now let us leave 
this ſhocking ſcene. Give orders that 
this lamented family be honorably i in- 


terred; we will then conſult upon eve- 


ry poſſible means to ſhun the conſe- 
quence this martyred lady foretold and 
888 a * it will be no N taſk, 


3 


c had I- ieh your advice, 
the blood of Denmark would not cry 
out for vengeance; ; 4 little wholeſome 5 


TY in me might have LE about 


every 


* 
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every neceſſary purpoſe, but now I 
dread the event.. I could not flatter 
even a thonarch, Elfrida; for it would 
have been flattery to have made light 
of his fears; however, by my advice, 
he is to ſend a confiderable preſent to 
Sweyn, to continue the tribute of Dane 
Geldt; an impoſition for which; we 
may thank the Duke of Mercia; and 
to expreſs in terms of unfeigned ſorrow,” | 
6ur regret for what has paſſed; we are 

likewiſe to put the Kingdom in a "ſtate 
of defence, and fit out veſſels ſufficient 
to cope with our enemy, ſhould he at- 
tempt to invade this iſland. I now ven- 
tured to expreſs my wiſh, chat! might 
be permitted to fetch you from Ireland, 
as I ſhould, from the ſincerity of my at- 
tachment, be able to defend you from 
all attacks. ou talk ſaid he like à 
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young man, and an impetuous lover; 
ts this a time to leave the kingdom? 
You tell me my daughter is in honora- 
ble hands; why then hazard her ſafety 
in ſuch a perilous ſeaſon as this, when 
ſtormy weather, but much danger from. 
- either her or the Queen (here high 
which induced that ſigh? )-ar lea till 
peace ſhall enable us to meet in com- | 
bort, another Ggh Elfrida; vas it not 
the remembrance of his . reſ- 
pefing your pd mother. 


1 
bins he gave, and ſlendy vonſented to 
longer ee, On the enſuing 
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che facred remains, of the innocent. 
martyrs, to the chapel in the tower, 
and paid the tribute of unfeigned con- 
cern to their manes; I was returning | 


penſively to my apartments ( for Ethel- 


red requeſts me to occupy thoſe; for- 
merly inhabited by his beloved daugh- 
ter) when a decent locking female, 
begged 1 in the moſt reſpectful terms, 
I would grant her an audience. You 
do not know me, 'my Lord, but 1 had 
the honor to attend the unfortunare Da- 
niſh- counteſs, upon her journey to 
n; and yeſterday morning, previ- 
ous to her interview with the King, ſhe . 
put theſe papers into my hand, deſiring 
me, ſhould her fate be quickly termi- 
nated; that I would take ſome method 
of getting them delivered to the Prin- 
bels Elkrida; and as I've! ſince heard, ' 
I vol. 11. bt M you 
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you hold a correſpondence with that 
* lady, will take the liberty to beg you.” 
will tranſmit them to the Princeſs, 
when occaſion offers; ſhe then gave 
me the affecting manuſcript, you have 
doubtleſs peruſed, and added: the poor 
counteſs burſt into tears ſaying © once 
I thought to have related my fad ſto- 
ry to that amiable woman: but by the 
time ſhe receives this, all my ſorrows 
will be finiſhed.” I took the papers 
and liberally rewarded. the affectionate 
girl: Who expreſſed in the. ſincereſt, 
terms, her grief, for the ſhocking end 
began this narrative, nor ſtopped, till L 
had finiſhed: as the veſſel waited which 
was to convey it to you; my next bu- 
' fineſs ſhall be to diſcover if poſſible, 
the. jury, n Bertha; and if 1 
. Ix ſucceed, 


RN 
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ſacceed, will attempt to perſuade her to 
ſuffer me to eſcort her to Ireland: 
where we will concert means, for her 
more peaceful eſtabliſhment. And now 
deareſt Lady, will you not join with 
me in adoring that providence, Wh 
has thus wonderfully changed à heart, 
which ſeemed to be totally governed 
by a wicked miniſter—dreadful have 
been the means by which it has been 
brought forward ; but who ſhall dare 
to point out the preciſe manner of al- 
mighty operations. It was doubtleſs 
neceſſary there ſhould- be a ſaerifice— 
ſevere it was, and tho' we may lament 
the loſs of ſuch: a lovely creature : yet 
we ſhould femember that Had ſhe li- 
ved, miſery muſt have ratked her fu- 
tare days; for could a conſtancy al. 
moſt unexampled, have ſuffered her to 

1990 M2 _ taſte” 
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taſte the Gene of life, when ſhe re- 


flected on the, wretch, who had caſt 
a black ſhade over every temporal 


hope; and would not the remembrance 
: of her yaſt and various woes, have dar- 
kened Svery cheerful proſpect ; let us- 


not then too deeply reflect on a cauſe 
chat has added to the number of the 
| bleſſed; and given us more than a 


chance of worldly felicit p. 
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When Flfiida had finiſhed this me- | 


lancholy account, interrupted as it had 
been; by the violent emotions of friendly 


grief, and ſincere. deteſtation of him, 


who had given ſuch pain to her heart, 
ſhe ſat abforbed in a deep reverie; 
2 mind was in a ſtate, to which no 
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5 decided epithet could be e 
a ſudden change in her ſituation ! fo 
lately an alien to her country, to her 
father's houſe, and doubtful if ſhe © 


ſhould evermore behold the loyer who 

had riſked ſo much for her—a mother, 
a d e aying, torn from her, as 

5 ſed; by che effects of a 

: meredlels' tempeſt, a haughty, cold, 

and inſenſible Princeſs, /poſſefling the 


chief place in Ethelted's affections, 


cenſured for abjuring an bath, the per- 


formance of which” was terrible to 
her ſoul; not the ſmalleſt probability 


of ever being reſtored to the dignity 
ſhe had: forfeited ; —now, at liberty to 


indulge the pure hope, ol being one 


day united to the only man, -o 
could have conquered her predilection 


in favor of a monaſtic life; her eruel- 
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eſt enemy baniſhed the preſence of 

* parent, once blinded to her merit, 
by his miſrepreſentation, her mother 
living, and ſoon ſhe hoped to be re- 


| Kored-to her dutiful embrace; — would 


| not all theſe bleſſings compenſate. for 
| the unhappy events that had produced 
them —yes, Ellrida piouſiy bent her 
knee, and acknowledged with humble 
_ gratitude, her obligations to that Deity, 

who had thus ſignally removed ſo much 
of her diſtreſs ; the /illuſtrious friends, 
with whom ſhe reſided, teſtified their 
joy at this unexpected turn of fate, and 
Elfrida had no roam to lament the tem- 
porary ſeparation, which Guiderius, 
from impetuous paſſion, An A as 


75 . 


A tran- 
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A tranſient repoſe ſucceeding the late 


ſanguine tranſactions, gave the oppor- 


tunity Guiderius ſo much wiſhed for, 
of making a viſit to St. Fridefwald,! his 
appearance (however unwelcome to Al- 


githa) demanded the attention ſhe had 
formerly paid to the Mercian Duke, 


whoſe diſgrace at court had reached 


that ſilent retreat. With an officious | 


reſpect, the Abbeſs received one, whom 


the now underſtood to be Ethelred 
favorite, and expreſſed, with a degree | 


of concern, her ſorrow for the unfor- 


tunate Athela; a little buſtle in the 


gallery which led to the cells, inclined 
her viſitor to demand the reaſon «A 


poor pilgrim, faid Algitha, lies ex- 


tremely ill, and is deſirous to receive 


the hoſt; ſhe ſeems loſt in ſorrow, and 
I think has almoſt reached the end of 


M4 her 
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her pilgrimage.” has ſhe been long with. 
| "you % aſked Guiderius.— “ Yes. my 
Lord, ſhe came the day after our dear 
princeſs quitted the monaſtery, and was 


much diſappointed to find ſhe ſhould 


not behold a Lady ſo juſtly beloved; 
ſhe ſoon after fell ſick, and expreſſed 
the greateſt abhorrence of the Duke of 
Mercia, when told of the cruelties 
lately practiſed upon the Daniſh fami- 
ly.“ * can I ſee her aſked he, in vi- 
fible emotion? —1 will immediately 
enquire my Lord. While the Abbeſs 
was executing her commiſſion, - Guide- 
Tius reflected upon the probability that 
this might be the deſolate Queen Ber- 
tha, and congratulated himſelf on the 
idea that he was not miſtaken, | when 
Algit ha returned and acquainted him, 
. 8 anxious to ſee him, 
70 wen 
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when ſhe informed her he' had brought 
intelligence of the princeſs. The ma- 


jeſtic figure which caught his eye as he 


entered the cell, carried conviction with 
it; tho faded by ſickneſs, and bowed 


by calamity, her eyes and form brought 
his beloved 'Elfrida before him; in a 
faint accent ſhe thanked him for the ho- 
nor of his preſence, and attempted to ' 
_ riſe from the couch on which ſhe fat; 
but extreme weakneſs had totally ener- 5 
vated her whole ſyſtem. © Excuſe my : 


Lord ” ſhe ſaid the impoſſibility of 


receiving you as I ought—indeed your 


kindneſs merits a more reſpectful re- 
turn, but it will not be. The m 
pathizing nobleman furvexed, with in ⸗ 


expreſſible pity, the ruins of majeſty<=< | 


awful even in poverty. I am not ig- 
| norant, royal Madam, faid he © of 
gl BE : 7 your 
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_ your ſufferings : nor is it neceſſary to 

ſay, how much I feel for your preſent 
ſituation; but allow me to tell you, 
that a nable and tender daughter, is 
impatient to render every filial attenti- 
on to your wounded mind.” Thanks 
ta the lovely counteſs, who informed 
Elfrida, ſhe had a mother yet in being. = 
Let me then, Madam, be the inſtrument 
of reſtoring a part of your domeſtic 
comfort.—* O] where ſaid the trem- . 
bling Bertha, is my daughter, where 
is my youthful Edmund ?”—Edmund 
is at Rome, and happy for him he is 
there - your daughter expects you in 

Ireland ! « Ireland ! my Lord, then 

I ſhall never behold her more—and yet 
bow flattering the hope, to die in the 
. arms of my child—but.it cannot be.” 


Guiderius. 
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- Guiderius, ſaw with infinite reluc- 


| tance; it could not be indeed—a rapid 


decline had reduced her beyond the 
power of bearing the ſmalleſt fatigue — * 
tears rolled down her face as ſhe begged 
him to withdraw; he bid her adieu 
with a ſolemn aſpect; ſhe took his hand 
and preſſing it to her boſom i how 
ſweet ”” ſaid ſhe “is the confolation of 
a friend—T ſhall ſee you no more, but 
commend my warmeſt affections to 
Elfrida and her brother; tell Ethelred” 
— ſhe NN tell my huſband 1 
forgive him; even the cauſe of all 
_ this ruin — but no- I cannot forgive 
him. rr ſaid the prieſt who 
— to e- e ee rite— | 
3 me to ſay, you cannot 


partake of this divine inſtitution.— 


"M6 She 


- 
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She muſed; and in a lower voice 
. This is a bitter teſt of my obedi- 

| ence.“ —<& Athela, Madam cried 
Guiderius * forgave the murderer of 

her huſband, children, and ſelf, even 
while bleeding pow the point of his 
- fanguine weapon.” —She looked ſtea- 
dig upon all preſent.— Then I will 
copy ſo bright an example! Streouꝭ 
may my wrongs, no additional 
vengeance on thee. N Copy! Does 
the example of another only induce 
you to perform one of the obligati 
ons our holy religion fo poſitively 
| enjoins ? The prieft looked ſternly | 
on her, While he Pronounced thoſe 
words; —ſhe was ready to Hint. 
« What more, ſaid ſhe, « what 'more 
can I offer to teſtify my willingneſs 
n 75 | 24 to 


* 
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to forgive O, do not deny me the 
| ft requeſt I have to make in this 
world; it is now the only deſire of 

my heart. Remember then”! an- 
ſwered he, © to clear that heart of 
every reſentful. thought.“ —*< Þde].. 
do,” claſping her hands together 
« delay tt no longer for his ſake, whoſe 
death I wiſh once more to comme - 
morate. The prieſt made no further 
oppoſition: and Guiderius quitted the 
monaſtery after bidding her a tender 
farewell: full of concern for the ſad 
news he ſhould have to tranſmit to 
his 3 „ l 9. e 


But one week W let Ak +00 
88 himſelf, and now was returns 
ing, with an ardent zeal, to enforce 
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the ſalutary ſcheme he had propoſed 
| for ſubduing the Daniſh reſentment, 
which he had almoſt daily expected 
to break: out; The veſſel he had 
ent muſt have nearly arrived, as it 
bad been favored by a ſtrong wind; 
and fix weeks had elapſed ſince ſhe 
ſailed. It was night when he reach- 
ed the tower, and eager to try the 
ſincerity of the King's repentance by 
an information, which would, if that 
repentance was permanent, give him 
viſible uncafineſs; he went immedi- 
-ately to the royal apartment; the 
door was put too, but not faſtened, 


and gave way to his hand without 


making any noiſe — he ſtopped a mo- 
- ment—Ethelred was in cloſe conver- 
ſaion with an officer, whoſe back 
N | was. 
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was towards him; Guiderius advanced 
the Monarch looked uf —ſtarted, 
- and ſcemed much confuſed; the 
ſtranger turned round, and though 
diſguiſed by his armour, diſcovered 
à @ ſecret that wrung the very- ſoul of 
| Guiderius—a ſecret that overturned 
every idea of future tranquillity. «You 
come unexpectedly my Lord,” faid 
the conſcious King and it may 
be unwelcome”—anfwered the mor- 
| tified nobleman in a haughty accent. 

forgetting the prudence which gene- 
rally dictated his words: but added 
he, „I. with not to intrude—when 
that perſon's audience is finiſhed, 1 
mall hope for. your royal ear 
«we feem to have changed ſides 
faid the ſtranger © I perceive Lord 
Guiderius knows how to take ad- 
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vantage of that timidity he once 0 

| freely cenſured in his ſovereign.” — 
__ «Proud, ignominious Streou ! are 
you returned to poiſon a mind which 
your abſence + had reſtored to its 
noble bias prove by the ſword or 


— 


any means you chuſe, the right you 
claim over Guiderius.? —Pearful of a 
diſcovery, which, would even bring 
_ diſgrace upon himſelf, Ethelred- con- 1 
deſcended to entreat a- ceſſation of 

rep roaches, and that Edrie's arrival 
might not be diſcovered: and the 

next. morning he would undertake to 


2 give ſuch reaſons for what might N 


look like duplicity in his own; con- 
duct, as ſhould ſatisfy the angry. 
nobleman reſpecting the Duke's pre- 
. ſence. -Irritated beyond the Ger 
e . Guiderius turned in 

| ſcormful 
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ſcoraful ſilence from the preſence, 
and in. the heavieſt- dejection retired, 
inly reſolved, though at the hazard 
of his life, to leave no means: un- 
aſſayed, that could be attempted to 
bring the reinſtated, favorite to con- 
dign ibm n vain; be; s 
brance of a ſhock, a him. 
in poſſeſſion. of his royal - maſter's _ 
favor, indicated nothing leſs, than 
the deſtruction of his own: hopes 
It was true, the nation was extreme · 
1y incenſed againſt the Duke: but 
accuſtomed to look 0585 him, as 
ſecond in the realm, there was no 
doubt but his influence would revive 

as 12885 as the res ſhould coun- 
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remained for Guiderius his profeſſed 
| 5 and open enemy; | the conſequences ET 
were obvious; and he who: the day 
before exulted in the idea of poſ- 
ſeſſing Ethelred's eſteem, and his 
people's love, now ſaw every laudable 
deſign defeated: and his marriage 
with the object of his pureſt affections, 
farther off than ever. Is it to be 
wondered then, that he ſhould behold 
the riſing ſun, with an eye unrefreſhed 
patriotic intentions fuperſeded, ſhould 
preclude every thought of reſt 1 
while grief for the diſappointment of 
his heart's deareſt wiſhes, gave reſlecti- 
on the, hitterneſs af :defpair; | riſing 
then dejected and unhappy, he was 
leaving his apartment to ſeek from 
the FR * confirmation of all 
-21 he 


— 
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he dreaded, or the removal of his 
fears — but, language itſelf muſt fail 
to paint his aſtoniſhment, when upon 


a number of Mercians armed at all 


points, ſupplying the place of thoſe 


who had been nominated to attend 


him.—* Where” ſaid he in 4 tone 
they. bowed, but ſpoke nat—* am ] 


then a priſoner ? - again they ſhewed | 


ſilent takens of reſpect he offered 
30: paſs—they liſted up their, halberds 
in oppoſition; he would have re- 
treated to his room for a ſword. 
two of them ſtood at the door to 
prevent  him—all patience, prudence, - 


and diſcretian- was now at an end: 


the ruined Guiderius, aimed a blow 


at the one next him; it was received 
= Wen 
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upon his buckler, and che ſoldier, 
then told him, that upon his mo- 
deration depended that portion of 
eaſe and comfort, which would be 
denied to his violence. cannot 
help you my Lord,“ faid he, « if 1 

would you doubtleſs attribute your 
confinement to-our noble Duke, but 
it is by che King's orders you are 
to remain here til farther orders; 
5 every convenience, but liberty, wall be 
granted, it will therefore” be adviſe- 
able in you, to bear your” fate with 
fortirude, left you again viſit the cell 
you ſo lately eſcaped from.” —&For- 
titude,” retorted the furious nobleman, 
in a voice that would have made an 
unarmed r man tremble “ does one of 
streou's minions dare to peak of 
fortirade to me ? —ſce mu not theſe 


MI 1 | burn- 


— 
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burning bluſhes nothing but your 
deteſted maſter's blood can cool the 
flames that feed them from _ 
glowing heart.” Wretched Guiderius | 

how pale were thy ſpirited N 
; exclamations, and the fierce, but | | 
ineffectual actions that accompanied 1 
them — chains only were thy reward 1. 3 
for the noble attempts thou. hadſt 

made to give thy country an ho- 

norable peace—and in a ſolitary dun- 25 
geon wert thou leſt to mourn the 


Joſs of thy darling Elfrida. 


— 


j ; 4 * 
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ſens not ll more ban a — 3 
had elapſed, chat Guiderius had con- 
quered the frenzy, which ſwelled bis 
great heart ſufficiently to give way to 


* * 
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the prefling appetites of the body, or 
the calm operation of returning rea- 
ſon; but languid from extreme falt- 
ing, ( for he took ſcarcely enough to 
ſopport life,) and cooled by being 
kept in the deepeſt darkneſs, he 
began to find the neceſſity of taking 
ſome ſeaſonable ſupply; as well as 
to conſider his preſent deplorable 
ſituation ; and was ſo far weakened | 
as to ſhed a tear, when he reflected 
upon the want of that friendly hand, 
Which once before reſtored him to 
freedom. He now began to feel the 
ſeverity of a ſeaſon, which received 
no abatement from the comforts of 
a chearſul fire.— Cold, and miſerable, 
be threw hirnſelf one day upon the 
| ſcanty portion of bedding which lay 
in one corner of his cell; and in 
| . ſpite 


- 
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ſpite of courage, ſtrength, and man- 
hood, diſſolved in the , exceſs. of 
ſorrow. A nimulc in the paſſage - 
| leading to his priſon,-. ſuſpended the | 
torrent of deſpair; he. aroſe, liſtened 
Ea haſty, and (it ſhould ſeem) un- 
praftiſed hand, tried to open his 
door, and at laſt ſucceeded—a glare of 
* torches, prevented him from. ſeeing 
his deliverer, for fuch he ſoon found 
him to be; when he exclaimed— 
<« leave this curſed abode, and enjoy 
your liberty, and the revival of every 
hope.” Bleſſed permiſſion, Toon did 
Guiderius avail himſelf of it; fol- 
lowing his friend with; a joyful. gra- 
titude that Gags him * n 


E 
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enough to bear the light,” he direct 
1 turned them upon his Preſerver, 
Who Was gazing upon him with an 
affectionate pity—Guiderius' ſtarted 


back—looked upon the warrior, with 


wonder and amazement J thouglit 
thee. dead,” he cried has the grave 

reſtored thee to liberate the priſoner;” Z 

. —and then reflection ſupplying the 


powers Which misfortune had en- 


feebled thou art,“ continued he, - 


chou art my noble confidant, — 
my generous Raulin . Ves Guide- 
rius! I am reſtored indeed, without 


a miracle; a few words will explain 
the myſtery but now revenge; em- 
| ploys L my every thought; yet 5 firſt 


let me inform thee, that the royal 


Sweyn, waits to thank: thee for thy 


ineffectuat nn to: preſerve” he 
84085 g 


— 
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covered his face with his hand O | 
Guiderius my wife—my little ones 
—you ſaw the tender bloſſoms, ſink- 


Ing by the wounded ſupport, of theit 
rifled ſweetneſs! —ah ! where was 
Raulin then !—ftretched on a bed of 
ſickneſs, and ignorant of their ſuffer- 
ings, he could not- help the mar- 
tyred angels—but revenge, Guiderius - 
—revenge fills every Daniſn heart, 
ſharpens every Daniſh weapon, and 
hecatombs of Britons will not atone 
for the proſtitution of Britiſh faith.” 


I name not the monſter who has 
brought about this horrid miſchief; 
let me but fee him, and if there 
be but one penetrable ſpot in that _ 
callous heart, this ſword ſhall pierce 
1t.—Ah! who could blame the vin- | 

Wo dictive 


0 oe * His faithful followers.? — 
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dicctive ſpirit that poured forch ſuch 
laudable threats even Guiderius, i in 


the- warmth of his friendſhip, and 


juſt reſentment, could ſcarcely reſtrain 
an amen to his prayer; but when 
he followed Raulin from the tower, 


to a veſſel in the river, where Sweyn 
was accommodated for the preſent; 
the ſcenes of devaſtation which had 
taken place in ſo. ſhoxt a period, 
extorted many bitter ſighs; and the 


ſenſe of his own treatment faded 
before the livelier portrait of England's | 
miſery. When he was conducted to 
the Daniſh King pale, ſquallid, and 
almoſt unable to ſupport himſelf; 
Sweyn turned to his brother—<1I ſee” 
ſaid he © another incentive to my 


wrath—Is it thus the King: of Eng- 


come 


0: 


, 
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come, fir, be ſeated; Ido not expect 
you to raiſe a paracidical hand againſt 
your mother country: but furely we 
may hope you will not take an 
active part againſt us.” - Guiderius 
was filent—Elfrida—her father—thou- 


fands of -- innocents, might become 


victims to this unreſtrained fury— 
and love, honor, humanity, forbid his 


* 


concurrence to ſuch a ſcheme. Sweyn 


waited his anſwer with ſome impa- 
tience, while his viſitor was conſi- 
dering the beſt method to avert the 


impending ſtorm. You do not reply, 
faid the eager Monarch; if you fear 


for Ethelred, he is at preſent beyond”. 


the reach of my hand-Ahree ds 
fince he embarked with his vile fa- 


or Ircland.—* Ireland!” ex- 
chiilted' Guiderius, and it may be 


* N 2 | to 
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to force my betrothed love "From | 
her aſylum!—lend 1 intreat5iO King, 


lend me ſhips, ſaldiers—and this 


my friend, to purſue. the treacherous _ 


Echelred: and I will ſwear never 


to act in oppoſition to you.. © Your 


requeſt is granted, gallant Guiderius; 
two ſhips, and two hundred ſoldiers, 
ſhall be ready -to convey. you- in 


ſafety; and. during Paulin's abſence, : 5 
1. will return to Denmark for fur- 


ther ſuccours; — - wait one day, it will 
not be too much to renew your 


wonted ſtrength: which doubtleſs this 


ſevere, though ſhort impriſagment, 
| muſt have impaired.” It W²˖azs with 


much difficulty, the eager lover could 


0 be induced to comply with the — 


narch's deſire; but the time zus 
loft to him, as Raulin app lied f 
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ſelf to give . the. particulars of his 


eſcape from death. 


| (SNAG ave had 


friend, that Streou's cruel cowardice 


had deprived me of life—I was in- 
deed carried out of the liſts totally 


1 by the humane perſon who 
had indulged me with liberty to ſeek _ 
my enemy; if as I intended, I could 


take a noble revenge, unknown and 


unpuniſhed : upon condition I Would 


again ſurrender myſelf; as he affured 


me, were the Duke of Mercia, once 


diveſted of his power, my freedom 


| , would:: quickly follow. As no one 
conteſted his right of receiving the 


body, I was conveyed to his houſe 


and lamented as dead, by the kind 
9393 and thoſe Danes, who ven- 
- N 3 tured 


— 
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tured to continue their attachment to 


* 


me; but the gratification of their - 


tender curioſity was the means of 


reſtoring me to a fad exiſtence. My 


principal wound attracted their atten- 
tion; when one, who had ſome ſkill 
in ſurgery, examining my boſom 
with attention, thought he perceived 
a feeble reſpiration, and immediately 


applied every experiment in his pow- 


er found ſucces was likely to re- 
ward his endeavors. Life again revi- 
ſited this palpitating heart; my wounds 
were drefſed, and I was put on 
board a veſſel, which ſoon bore me 


beyond the reach of my enemy. 


and the power of —being uſeful to 
my family. 1 leſt them, Guiderius, 
in the fangs of an hyena, who ſoon 


deſtroyed his helpleſs prey for which, A 


2 


/ 
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if 1 forgive him, may”—he looked 
up and regiſtered an inarticulate oath 
in heaven.— Many weeks paſſed . 
before my ſenſes were thoroughly 
reſtored; and the firſt day I could 
recognize any thing, the ſight of our 
royal Monarch by the fide of my 
couch, made me ready to credit the 
evidence of that reaſon ſo lately 
reanimated. I need not tell you how 
happy his friendly expreſſions-of con- 
dolence made me: nor with what 
joy I received the news of a vic- 
tory we had gained, and the tribute 
that Britain had TOA mw_r "4 


It was with the urchoft impatience, 
I waited the recovery of health, fuf- 
ficient to ſupport me to England, of 
. whom by Sweyn's authority, I was 


NA4 to 
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to demand our invaluable hoſtages 
and only two days before the veſſel | 
was to. fail with me, did—but the 
recollection of that intelligence, which 
came upon me like a clap of thun- 
der renews the ſorrows of an almoſt 
broken heart—You know the cauſe 
of - thoſe forrows, and can you won- 
der at the vows of retaliation, my 
imured ſovereign, and more unhappy 
ſelf, pronounced, when the dreadful 
intelligence reached us! Preparations 
were immediately made, and I was 
among the firſt, who was ready to 
expoſe myſelf to every danger, for 
the preſervation of my deareſt wife 
and children, whom I now concei- 
ved to be in the urmoſt danger. 
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We failed, but were ſome days 5 
becalmed off the coaſt of Lorkſhire; | 

and while thus tediouſly prevented, 

boat came out of the Humber ; deſi- 
rous of knowing, what I yet trembled 
to hear, I ordered the man ſhould 
be taken on board, and eagerly 
queſtioned them. My broken Engliſh 
made ftill worſe by impatience, pro- 
tracted the anſwer they would have 
given; but - when they underſtood Z 
me. i ; 


| * . 2 8 . * 
 Guiderius!—1 knew not for ſome 
hours what followed the horrid in- 
_ formation they gave. Can you put 
your Elfrida in my lovely Athela's - 
ſituation Could you ſuppoſe her, 
92 © MY: mother 
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EY mother to three lovely Welti 
4 and ſee her finking upon their mur 
I; dered bodies, without exculpating me 


from the imputation of cruelty i in the 
oath I have 'taken, never to ſpare | 
one Briton who is poſſeſſed of 
power to defend himſelf —It is 
only three days fince we arrived in 


the Thames: and more than five 


thouſand ſoldiers have been ſacrificed 
to my Athela and her children. ' But 
in the midſt of a carnage ſo ter- 
rible, I could neither forget Guide- 
rius, or my deliverer ; by accident 1 


met the latter who was flying from 
a troop of Danes; and with joy I 


have to fay, my gratitude faved his 


life. From him 1 gained 4 know- 
edge of your diſgrace and impriſon- 
Ng Apa thing could alle- 


a 1. viate i 
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viate my grief for theſe loſſes which - 


vill mark my future days with me- 


_ lancholy, it will be the ' pleaſing 
recollection that I have been inſtru _ 


mental to my friend's deliverance. 


The eſſential ſervice Guiderius was 


about to receive from Raulin and 
his royat brother, Mic ie fen 


painful conflicts in his boſom. - As 


a Briton, could he unite himſelf with : 
thoſe who came confeſſedly, to ex- 


terminate the very name; hitherto 


fo renowned. True he had for 
not to oppoſe them; but would not 
the importance of thoſe favors they 


ſo readily ily agreed to confer, be a call 


upon him, to diſcharge obligations 


fo extraordinary—and how were they 
to be teturned and by wiom? 


3 Sweyn, ; 


— - 
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Sweyn, who was well read in the 


human heart, underſtood the meaning 


of that ſilent confuſion, winch eh 


to try how far his patriotiſm would 


extend, propoſed his reſidence with 


Elfrida in Gallia, till they could ſafe- 
reviſit England. You would not” 
{aid he, “ offer violence to the de- 
licacy- of a tender female, by bring- 
ing her to witneſs ſcenes ſo replete 


with horror; nor is there any neceſſity 
for your preſence, as your oath is 


given not to oppoſe our juſt revenge.” 


Spare me, royal Sir:“ anſwered 


Guiderius, « cc though a Briton: perfidy | 


is not my charactereſtic; ſuffer me 


to recover the treaſure which poſſibly 
* now for ever loſt, . and depend 
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| faid Raulin, who had pauſed to in- 
dulge the ſad retroſpection of his 
misfortunes, «I will pledge my ho- 
nor for the rectitude of my friend.” 


Sweyn was ſatisfied—and with the 


moſt humane attention, ſupplied his 


_ gueſt with every viand, a. noble ban= * 
| quer could lagi WE 


— 


The wells. which were meant to 
convey Guiderius to Ireland, had 
now weighed anchor, and Sweyn 
parted with Raulin with, viſible re. 


| luctance; | himſelf preparing to leave | 


England, for the ſanguinary . purpoſe 


of collecting another powerful body 


of forces, to complete a conqueſt 


upon the word of a chriſtian. 4 


— —— — 


* 


CV 
278 PSN MASSACRE. 


already in great forwardneſs; for his 
wecken was not 2 farivfied. 


* WS «2 #% * „ 


When the coaſt of Ireland ap- 


peared in view, even the Daniſh 


general felt a degree of impatience 


do behold the charming friend of his 


loſt Athela—but how much was that 
impatience increaſed by a contrary 


paſſion, when he conſidered there was 
a probability of meeting the dreadful 


monſter, who had deprived him for 


ever of that domeſtic felicity, which 


once had fupplied the want of every 
ambitious gratification; but heaven 
denied the laudable defre of his foul. 


— M 
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- Edrie had A longer career to run; 
8 e cr 8 was Ih 
nitude to be "puniſhed by the r eady 
ſtroke of a noble enemy”s Wu It 
was certain, upon che firſt alarin of 
the Danes, who began their rayages 
on the coaſt of Yorkſhire, mes 
they landed a body of troops con- 
tinuing to do ſo at different parts fx 
of the coaſt, as they approached che 
Thames; that a few Britons eſcaped 
preſent death, by flying to London, 
where Ethelred and his minion, ſatisfied 
with the puniſhment inflited on Gui⸗ 
derius, were enjoying themſelves * 
the moſt indolent ſecurity; bur enilis 
ed at the unexpected \calamity, Has 
tened to the interior Patts of Wales; 
and without fixing on any particular 
758. moved from the valleys to the 


mountains, 


a = 


* 
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mountains, or thickeſt woods, _ | 


= donate Dy Dis en 


A, 


| "Atthe PS appearance 1 


on the; Iriſh- coaſt, 2, univerſal fear 
poſſeſſed thoſe who had heard of the 


' maſſacre; readily ſuppoſing they were 
ſent to take a cruel revenge on all | 


the adherents of England, and in the 
utmoſt confuſion they began to eva- 


cuate their dwellings, abſconding to 
the inland parts, to avoid the death 


they otherwiſe expected. It was with 


much concern the noble friends on 


their landing, beheld the effect of their 


arrival. The houſe which had ſhelter- | 
ed Elfrida ſtood upon a conſiderable 


eminence; they entered with, trem- 
bling forebodings; not 2 creature was 
to be ſeen: none, of whom they 


Of 
£ 4 * * 93 % . % could 
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could gain any intelligence. «Where,” 
faid Guiderius, - * is my. beloved— - 
muſt - ſhe expoſe her delicate form 

to the inclemencies of a ſeaſon 

which may yet | be' ſeverely felt— 
let us go to yonder hill; it may 

- poſſibly cover the - deceived fugi- 

tives,” —and then quitting the houſe, 

laſt. they overtook a poor female, 
who breathleſs with apprehenſion could 
ſcarcely make them underſtand the | 
reaſon of this general deſertion which 
they before ſuſpected. Guiderius re- 
vived: Raylin was diſappointed, as he 

nn 3 

er f D 
They now al in the alls- 
rance, that the frightned family could 
not 


1 
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not- be far diſtant ; and carefully 


T2 fought them among the - ſheltering 


_ thickets. The Britiſh Hero, fearleſs 
of ambuſcade had now arrived at 
the entrance of a hanging wood, 
which ſkirted a fmall, but beautiful 
Hake; the leaffeſs boughs hung over 
the water—fatigued with his fuoceſſ- 
leſs ſearch, he ſtooped to ſlake his 
; thirſt, and then fat down for a mo- 
ment to conſider what ſteps he ſhould 
| take 0 . recover his loft love. 


An ah * had \cloaidia the 

wi with ſhow-drops and prira- 
' roſes; even, the lily of the valley 
diſcloſed its delicately green leaves; 
and the arbutus, which ornamented 

the oppoſite bank, aſſumed a lively 
| n but the beauties of na- 
ture, 
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ture, though ſo ſtrongly contraſted by 
the ſevere froſt,” which at his depar- 
ture had rendered his voyage very 
difficult down the Thames, could 
not repreſs, for one moment, the 
anxiety he Felt.” It began to rain, 
he aroſe and fought the ſhelter of 
a ſpreading tree at ſome. little dif- 
tance, hoping yet to diſcover his 
lamented Elfrida and her friends, as 
the unexpected ſhower might have | 
induced them to ftop there. He had 
not ſtood there long, when he diſ- 
tinguiſhed the hurried aceents of two 
females, who ſeemed to expreſs vex- 
ation at the inundation that poured 
rapidly down the hill; \ ſurely thought 
he I' ſhall now gain ſome intelligence 
ſufficient to direct my ſearch, Ap- 
un though with caution, he 

could 


— 
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could not help diſturbing the vaders 
wood that grew thick about the path; 
a faint ſcream informed him he was 
| heard, and 1 in the ſame moment 
diſcovered two women attempting to 
plunge into the depth of the wood. 
No time was to be loſt in unde- 
ceiving them, as he conceived his 
preſence was the cauſe of their re- 
„A friend,” he cried, ( wiſhes for 
| ſome information, which. you will not. 
ſcruple to give; I am no enemy, 
be not afraid. They turned round, 
ſuddenly ſtopped, and gazed—Gui- 
derius advanced, and in one minute 
ſaw his beloved Elfrida ſinking at 
bis ſeer tears of love, pity, and 
ſorrow, ran from bis eyes as he 
 e63 | raiſed 


[7 
be 
< 
- 


DANISH. MASSACRE, 285 
raiſed her from the ground. Riſe, 
"deareſt excellence,” faid the tranſpor- 
ted nobleman, «look up—Guiderius 
will protect thee—never—never will 
he quit his Elfrida. Language fo 
ſweet, conveyed. in the accent of af- 
fection, reſtored the fainting virgin; 
the jeant upon his arm ſpeechleſs - 
with delight; her companion, the 
timid Winefred no ſaoner knew him, 
which ſhe did not at firſt, than 
regardleſs of her miſtreſs, or the 
rain which had converted the place 
where they ſtood into a ſlough, fell on 
her knees, implored him to ſee them 
ſaſe to St. Frideſwald, or the abbey 
near Penmanmawr, for the ſhould ne- 

ver enjoy a peaceful | moment while 
ſubject to uh cruel Ae Only 
this morning” ſaid ſhe. my Lord, 

| I was_. 
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I was ſummoned from the quiet couch 
with an intimation that the Danes 
were landed ; and my Lady would 
not © ſuffer me to take away what 
little J poſſeſſed, but hurried me up 
the hill, nor did ſhe I believe lock 
back, till we had reached this wood, 
where we have been wandering ever 
ſince. With a tender ſmile Guiderius 
aſſured her, he meant to convey 
them were the tumult of war ſhould 
not be heard. Ah!” faid Elfrida 
. © but where is my royal father? 
«Eſcaped dear lady with the infa- 
mous Edrie—but now let us haſten 
to my friend's abode: perhaps they 
are by this time convinced, no hoſ- 


tile foe waits to deſtroy them; com- 
poſe- yourſelf my love,” for the un- 
Ae of Ethelred's fate ſhocked 


& 4 | her 
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her dutiful heart, a be not diſtreſſed; 
he is ſafe I doubt not—intereſt will 
induce the traitor Streou to preſerve 
his King, and Sweyn for my fake 
will not exert his power againſt a 
defenceleſs monarc — Your's ! — 
what means Guiderius ?” „O! Elfri- 
da, I have ſuch intelligence for thee 
as will aſtoniſh thy gentle ſoul 
ſuffice it at preſent - to ſay—Raulin 
whoſe death you have ſo often la- 
mented, yet lives: and to him am 
I indebted for the liberty I enjoy 
but ſee! yonder comes my invaluable 
deliverer.” Elfrida beheld with-amaze- 


ment, the noble figure that now 
addreſſed her, in words calculated to 
pet her fears, reſpecting her father, 

e gratefully thanked” him, and, 


wa with. concern. his intention, to 


\ 


depart 


: 
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depart immediately, in conſequence 
of a meſſage from Sweyn, who had 
ent a ſwift failing boat after him, 
With information chat he was no ſoon- 


er departed, than the Britons though es 


Uifpirited by their late defeat, had 
made head againſt him, and murder- 
cd the guards, who attended him on 
ſhore, whither he went to collect | 
the troops, he meant to leave in. 
the Iſland, as a check to thoſe who 
had fled from the part of London 
which he had conquered, and might 
return in his abſence; adding, it 
was with much difficulty . himſelf eſ- 
caped, and urged the neceſlity of 
bringing che troops he had ſent 
with Guiderius, back to England. 
He conjured Raulin to remind his 
friend of his. promiſe, and adviſed 
the 
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the Britiſh General to haſten into | 
Gallia, while there was a probability 


of doing it with ſafety. Guiderius 


could ſcarcely repreſs his anguiſh at this 


N intelligence, and ſecretly deplored the 


or wiſh ſucceſs to the friend who 
was ſo great a ſufferer by the bar- 


»” Tingularity of his ſituation, that would 


not permit him to exert himſelf againſt 
the enemies of / his wretched country; 


barian, that had proved himſelf the 
foe, both of Dane, and Briton. All 
he could do was to ſtipulate for 
Ethelred's ſecurity—convey ' Elfrida 
to Gallia, and then try to ſet on 
foot a treaty; powerful enough to 
mollify that. rage, which at preſent 
knew no bounds. Ruin now took 
a haſty and affectionate leave, em- | 
WO with the ſoldiers, who could | 
ol. II. Tos 


* 
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be of no ſervice to Guiderius, and | 
returned to England to aſſiſt the 
brother of his loſt Counteſs; and 
eager to retalliate the injuries he had 
received, ſupported Sweyn's claim 
to the Britiſh throne, where he gained 
ſo firm a footing, as to prevent the 
weak Ethelred's return; tho' Guiderius 
| employed every endeavour to com 
promiſe with the fucceſsful conque- 
ror. But a ſudden death ſoon ter- 
minated the uſurper's enjoyment of 
his new dignity, who left it to his 
ſon; but the populace, irritated by - 

the tyrannical behaviour of the Danes, 
recalled their King, and  Ethelred 
once more returned to fill a throne 
he diſgraced by the attachment he 

ſtill, ſtewed to his unworthy favorite. 
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But to return, after a few. days 
ſpent in tranquillity, and the conver- 
 fation of his lovely Elfrida, Guiderius 
prepared to accompany | her to Gallia ; - 
though loth to leave a family to 


whom that nobleman owed innume- Ext 


rable obligations, and accompanied by 
Winefred, who had once expreſſed 
an inclination to go to Penmanmawr 
or St. Frideſwald, but was prevent- 
ed by the evident danger that would 
attend ſuch a ſtep; and. her aged 
grandfather, who had happily eſcaped 
> the carnage, left Ireland, put in prac- 
tice various ſucceſsleſs ſchemes, for 
the accommodation he had fo much 
ons” IVE th 
3 N. 1 1 
When the death. of Sweyn 1 
made way for Ethelred's return, Gui. 


O2 derius 
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derius, ſupported - by. Raulin, whoſe 
influence, notwithſtanding the -hatred 
England profeſſed againſt the Danes, 
was unlimited; unitedly attempted to 


promote che real intereſt of that 5 


nation; but the King ſoon dying, theß 
were unanimous in bringing forward 
the youthful Edmund. Edrie by 
policy and the moſt. artful fineſſe, 
had hitherto eſcaped the vengeance | 
denounced, againſt | him by Raulin, 
Who vowed never to give up the 
hope of ſacrificing him to his lauda- | 
ble revenge; but this was a bar 


5 a faction he could never enjoy, 


Edrie eſcaped every attempt to en- 
\ hare him, by ſtrongly fortifying and 
ing his own domains, till the 
| reign of Canute, who ſucceeded the : 
wakappy Edmund; and even then, 
RY 0 ſuch 


DANISH MASSACRE... 293 


fuch was his cunning, that though | : 


condemned by that Monarch for 
the atrocious crime of murdering che 
youthful ſon of that King, who had 
truſted ſo implicitly to him, he 
eluded the hand of juſtice, by 
again flying to the inacceſſible faft- 
neſſes of Wales; where he lingered - 
fix months in deſpair before” his 
' Polluted ſoul was demanded of him 
by an  avenging Creator. T 


Diſappointed in 2 ih 135 
which kept his feelings above the 
torpor of deſpair=—the" ſanguine hope 
of revenge upon the Duke of Mercia 
Count Raulin paſſed the remain- 
der of a ſhort and Meg life 
in the . Cay 


_ Algitha 


\ 


; * 
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Algicha lived not long after the 
. of her noble viſitor, Queen 
Bertha, Who expired a few days 
after Guiderius's viſit. Elfrida had 

wept the fate of her unfortunate 

mother, but was conſoled by the | 
idea, that there was nothing this 
world could offer to compenſate for 
the unmerited- diſgrace ſhe had ſuf- 
ſered; and even felt a degree of 
pity for the Norman , Princeſs, Who 
had unhappily united herſelf to a 
n TY 1 fick * 


1 e of Sees 
2 Villainy, in ſacrificing her amiable 
brother Edmund, was a ſource of 
4 | the moſt poignant affliction to Elfrida ; 
* but che unremitted attention of her 
pe” 08 Ll porn» Oren coal 
EO | — 
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lation, and convinced her that the 
calmneſs of a monaſtic life to which 
ſhe had formerly been much attached: : 
if it partook not of the anxiety, 
neither could it diſpenſe the elegant. 
tenderneſs, or the innumerable ſym- 
pathetic endearments, that diſtinguiſh 


= fairhful obſervance of the cog 
duties. 
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CHARLOTTE; 


on a 


TALE or TRUTH. 1 1 


In 2 Vols. 1 2 mo.— Price 55. ſewed. 


11 may be a Tale of Truth, for it is not unnaturab, 


and it is a Tale of real Diſtreſs.— Charlotte, by | 


the Artifice of a Teacher, recommended to a 


School, from Humanity rather than a Conviction 


of her Integrity, or the Regularity of her former 


Conduct, is enticed from her Governeſs, and 'ac- 


companies a young Officer to America,—The 
Marriage Ceremony, if not forgotten, ispoſtponed, 
and Charlotte dies a Martyr to the Inconſtancy of 
her Lover, and the Treachery of his Friend. —The 
Situations are artleſs and affeing—the Deſcriptions 
85 natural and pathetic; we ſhould feel for Charlotte 
i ſuch a Perſon ever exiſted, who for one Error 
ſcarcely, perhaps, deſerved fo ſevere a Puniſhment. 


If it is a Fiction, poetic Juſtice is not, we think, 


7 properly diſtrĩbute d. 


